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that these projects serve the greater good
must seem little consolation to an owner
whose property comes under threat of eminent
domain. Eminent domain can derail a property
owner’s life plan, erasing years of hard work
spent getting a business off of the ground or
building a home.

The Constitution makes it clear that a prop-
erty owner forced to sell under eminent do-
main is entitled to “just compensation.” While
it is debatable whether any compensation can
be truly just, it seems that, at the very least,
the government owes a seller a fair price for
their property and the opportunity to rethink
their plan and to move on with their life.

Current tax law related to gain on sale of
property under eminent domain denies sellers
the opportunity to decide how they would like
to move on with their life. It mandates that
sellers must pay taxes on income from sale
under eminent domain unless they reinvest
their money in real estate within 3 years. So
not only is the government forcing property
owners to sell their property, it is also telling
them what to do with the money from that
sale.

The Eminent Domain Relief for the Little
Guy Act will remedy this by removing the cur-
rent requirement that a seller must reinvest in
real estate. This will make sale of all real
property by an individual or a small business
under eminent domain tax exempt, meaning
that the seller can use their income to start a
business, invest in the stock market, save for
retirement, or, if they choose, reinvest in real
estate. Many will indeed choose to buy a new
home or to move their business to a new loca-
tion. But fairness dictates that this should be
their decision.

| urge my colleagues to support H.R. 4603
and make sure the little guys and gals who
are forced to sell under eminent domain are
allowed the flexibility in spending their income
that they need and deserve.

————
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Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to an outstanding Naval
Officer, Captain Doug Hughes, and to recog-
nize his dedicated service to our Nation as he
prepares to complete his service in the United
States Navy. It is a great honor for me to take
this opportunity to thank Captain Hughes and
his family for his 24 years of distinguished
service to our Nation for which he has proudly
and selflessly served in the defense of free-
dom.

It was during his last assignment as director
of the Secretary of the Navy’s Appropriation’s
Liaison office, that | first came to know Cap-
tain Hughes. In this capacity, he has proved to
be an invaluable link between the Secretary
and the Chief of Naval Operations to me, my
staff, and to the professional staff of the Ap-
propriations Committee. Captain Hughes has
escorted me and other Members of Congress
on several occasions as we traveled both
home and abroad to review military operations
and confirm the health and welfare of our
troops.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

On every occasion, Captain Hughes per-
formed his duties in an exacting and precise
manner. But far more important to me and the
members of the Appropriations Committee
was the insight he shared with us concerning
matters of national security and the Depart-
ment of the Navy. He clearly understands the
role of the Navy in providing for our Nation’s
security and stability, as well as serving as an
ambassador for American values throughout
the world.

We have always been able to count on
Captain Hughes’ candor, intelligence, and
steadfast devotion to duty mixed in with a flair
of humor. He was an invaluable asset to me
in Congressional deliberations in all matters
regarding our Armed Forces and his perspec-
tive on the needs of the Nation with respect to
our sea services will be sorely missed.

Mr. Speaker, we all know that behind every
service member there stands a strong and
supportive family so | also want to recognize
the Hughes family: his lovely wife Nancy, and
his children, Reggie and Lee. They have been
stalwart partners in his service to the United
States. We can ill afford to forget that it is the
strength of family, and indeed their love and
support, that make it possible to honorably
serve in uniform. My wife Beverly and | have
the highest respect for those families who sup-
port and enable their sons, daughters, hus-
bands, and wives to serve in uniform. We ap-
preciate and honor all the men and women
who have served, and continue to serve, in
defense of freedom.

In closing, my colleagues on the Appropria-
tions Committee and | want to express our
thanks and appreciation for the special con-
tribution Captain Doug Hughes has made to
the United States Navy. We wish Captain
Hughes and his family continued success and
the traditional naval wish of “fair winds and
following seas” as he closes out his distin-
guished military career.
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, this
month marks the 20th anniversary of one of
the most brutal attacks in history, the Indian
government’s military attack on the Golden
Temple, which is the center and seat of the
Sikh religion. Attacking the Golden Temple is
the equivalent of attacking the Vatican or
Mecca.

The Golden Temple was under siege from
June 3 to June 6, 1984, under a Congress
Party government led by Indira Gandhi, whose
daughter-in-law Sonia Gandhi is now the
President of the Congress Party and its floor
leader in Parliament.

As you know, the supposedly secular Con-
gress Party was recently swept back into
power in India’s elections. But for minorities, it
doesn’t really matter whether the Congress
Party or the just-ousted Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is in power. Ei-
ther way, the repression continues. Although
there is a Sikh Prime Minister in India, he has
no real power. He is at the mercy of Mrs.
Gandhi. India continues to hold 52,268 Sikh
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political prisoners without charge, trial, or ac-
cess to legal counsel, according to the Move-
ment Against State Repression (MASR.) India
has murdered over 250,000 Sikhs since June
1984. Another 50,000 have “disappeared.”
These are not the tactics of a democracy, Mr.
Speaker. They are the tactics of a police state.
What is India afraid of? Are they scared of a
little free speech?

125 other Sikh Gurdwaras were also at-
tacked at the same time. In all, over 20,000
Sikhs were murdered in this brutal attack,
known as Operation Bluestar. These included
major spokesmen for Sikh freedom such as
Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, General
Shabeg Singh, and others. The Sikh holy
scriptures, the Guru Granth Sahib, written in
the time that the ten Sikh Gurus lived, was
shot full of bullet holes by the Indian forces.
Young Sikh boys, ages 8 to 13, were taken
out in the courtyard and asked whether they
supported Khalistan, the independent Sikh
state. When they answered with the Sikh reli-
gious incantation “Bole So Nihal,” they were
shot to death.

The Golden Temple attack made it clear
that there is no place for Sikhs in supposedly
secular and democratic India. As
Bhindranwale himself said, “If India attacks
the Golden Temple, it will lay the foundation
stone for Khalistan.” On October 7, 1987,
Khalistan formally declared itself independent
from India. India claims that there is no sup-
port for Khalistan. Then let them test the issue
democratically at the ballot box by holding a
free and fair plebiscite in Punjab, Khalistan on
the subject of independence.

The Sikh Nation had sovereignty before,
from 1710 to 1716 and from 1765 to 1849. No
Sikh representative has ever signed India’s
constitution. The Sikhs have a heritage of
freedom from their Gurus and they will be free
again. Iraq is becoming a free country and will
soon have a representative government. In the
21st century, you cannot suppress people for
long. The people must determine their own
fate. Only a free Khalistan will enable the
Sikhs to live in peace, freedom, dignity, and
prosperity. This cannot happen as long as
their homeland is under Indian control.

If the Sikhs were the only victims of Indian
repression, that would be bad enough. They
are not. India has killed over 300,000 Chris-
tians in Nagaland since 1947. It has killed
priests, raped nuns, attacked Christian
schools, prayer halls, and festivals, expelled
and killed missionaries, and carried out other
atrocities against the Christian community. In
short, it is not safe to be a Christian in India
today. India has killed over 87,000 Muslims in
Kashmir since 1988. Between 2,000 and
5,000 Muslims were massacred in Gujarat
while the police were ordered to stand aside.
Even India’s own Human Rights Commission
found evidence that the government pre-
planned the Gujarat massacre. Amnesty Inter-
national says that tens of thousands of minori-
ties are being held as political prisoners.

This is unacceptable in any country, Mr.
Speaker, especially a country that proclaims
itself democratic. The Sikhs cannot forget or
forgive the brutal Golden Temple attack. Nei-
ther can the other minorities forget the bru-
tality that has been done to them. That is why
America must act. Not one dollar of U.S. aid
should be provided to India until basic human
rights are respected. India can start by releas-
ing all its political prisoners. We should also
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