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30TH ANNIVERSARY OF NEW 

JERSEY ALLIANCE FOR ACTION 

∑ Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
congratulate The New Jersey Alliance 
for Action on its 30th Anniversary. For 
three decades the Alliance for Action 
has been New Jersey’s foremost advo-
cate of investment in infrastructure to 
benefit my home state’s economy, en-
vironment, and overall quality of life. 

New Jersey is the most densely popu-
lated state in the nation and we need 
to continually update infrastructure to 
help support our growing population. 
Most importantly, however, is that ev-
eryone at Alliance for Action under-
stands how important their mission is. 
The organization is dedicated to work-
ing with legislators of both parties to 
accomplish their goals. 

With the population of the United 
States and the world increasing rap-
idly, it is important to have organiza-
tions such as New Jersey Alliance for 
Action which works to support New 
Jersey’s residents. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating the New Jersey Alli-
ance for Action on their 30th anniver-
sary.∑ 

f 

HONORING CAPTAIN CHRIS 
CHRISTOPHER 

∑ Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I 
speak today to honor the service of 
CPT Chris Christopher, who is cur-
rently the deputy director for future 
operations, communications and busi-
ness initiatives at NMCI. Captain 
Christopher comes to this position 
after nearly 20 years of distinguished 
service to the Navy in the fields of 
aviation, public affairs, and intel-
ligence. 

Captain Christopher has spent most 
of his life in New Orleans, and he has 
made a wonderful home there with his 
wife Patti and their two daughters. He 
received undergraduate and graduate 
degrees from the University of New Or-
leans, and his work with NMCI still 
brings him back to the UNO campus. 
Though he is now stationed in Vir-
ginia, his heart and family remain in 
New Orleans. As a Louisiana Senator, I 
like that. 

Captain Christopher’s work at NMCI 
has been truly outstanding. The Navy 
Marine Corps Intranet is a progressive 
project whose ultimate goal is to trans-
form the Department of the Navy’s 
computer networks. NMCI will revolu-
tionize command and control effi-
ciencies within the Navy, and between 
the services, to ensure that our forces 
are operating in unison. This will save 
American lives, increase combat readi-
ness and effectiveness, and, ultimately, 
make us stronger. Under Captain 
Christopher’s leadership, many of these 
goals have been brought closer to re-
ality. 

From June 20 to 23, Captain Chris-
topher organized the 2004 Navy Marine 
Corps Intranet Symposium in New Or-
leans. This event was an opportunity 

for all parties involved in NMCI to con-
tinue their dialogue on reshaping infor-
mation technology in the Navy and 
Marine Corps. Captain Christopher 
made this event happen, and according 
to all parties involved, it was a com-
plete success. 

I once again thank my friend, CPT 
Chris Christopher, for his efforts on 
America’s behalf. Future generations 
of sailors and marines will no doubt 
reap the benefits of his labor and 
America will be safer as a result. I am 
proud of your ‘Louisiana-bred’ success 
Chris, and I wish you well in your fu-
ture endeavors.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONNECTICUT 
FOREST AND PARK ASSOCIATION 

∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, 
today I wish to honor the Connecticut 
Forest and Park Association of Rock-
fall, CT, on the occasion of the 75th An-
niversary of the creation of its Blue 
Blazed Hiking Trail System. The Con-
necticut Forest and Park Association 
is Connecticut’s oldest conservation or-
ganization and Connecticut’s citizens 
owe this organization a great debt of 
gratitude for all it has done to protect 
Connecticut’s precious natural re-
sources. 

Undoubtedly, the Blue Blazed Hiking 
Trail System is the crowning achieve-
ment in a long list of accomplishments 
that the Connecticut Forest and Park 
Association has realized since its 
founding in 1895. IN 1929, Edgar L. 
Heermance led a group of Connecticut 
Forest and Park Association members 
in establishing the Blue Blazed Hiking 
Trail System. Mr. Heermance and the 
dedicated group of volunteers that he 
led had a vision of a Statewide system 
of hiking trails that would serve to in-
crease opportunities for all Con-
necticut residents to enjoy the out-
doors and develop an appreciation for 
the immense beauty of the natural 
world. The first section of the Blue 
Blazed Hiking Trail system opened in 
1931 and by 1937 the volunteers of the 
Connecticut Forest and Park Associa-
tion had developed over four hundred 
miles of trails and published the Con-
necticut Walk Book; the first guide-
book to the Blue Blazed Hiking Trail 
System. 

Seventy-five years after Edgar 
Heermance made his vision of a State-
wide hiking trail system a reality, the 
blue Blazed Hiking Trail System has 
over ninety volunteer Trail Managers 
and hundreds of active volunteers do-
nating over 7,000 of their time each 
year to this spectacular system of hik-
ing trails. Currently, the Blue Blazed 
Hiking Trail System encompasses over 
seven hundred miles of trails in 69 Con-
necticut towns. In a true testament to 
the spirit of cooperation that led to the 
founding of this hiking trail network, 
over seventy-five percent of the land 
included in the Blue Blazed Hiking 
Trail System is privately owned and 
exists only through the cooperation of 
private landowners who are interested 

in promoting conservation and increas-
ing outdoor recreational opportunities. 

This dynamic organization has con-
tinually both literally and figuratively 
blazed a trail for other conservation or-
ganizations to follow. I have confidence 
that the Connecticut Forest and Park 
Association and the Blue Blazed Hiking 
Trail System will enjoy continued suc-
cess for many generations to come. 

Congratulations to the Connecticut 
Forest and Park Association on the 
creation of a remarkable legacy of 
leadership and excellence in the areas 
of conservation and outdoor recre-
ation.∑ 

f 

RETIREMENT OF MAJOR GENERAL 
JOHN ‘‘GENE’’ PRENDERGAST 

∑ Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, today I 
honor and congratulate my friend MG 
Prendergast. 

After 46 years of loyal military serv-
ice to Montana and our Nation, the top 
officer of the Montana National Guard 
will step down from his post August 1, 
as age prevents Major General 
Prendergast from serving beyond his 
64th birthday. 

Some call him general, some call him 
husband, father, son. I call this out-
standing individual, my friend. I have 
known Gene since the early years in 
our hometown of Helena, MT, where we 
both lived and played, studied and 
worked. In 1958, when Dwight 
Eisenhouser was President, Major Gen-
eral Prendergast volunteered for his 
first of many military positions in the 
Montana Air National Guard while also 
working a civilian job at a local bank. 
I worked with him at the Union Bank 
during the summer months away from 
school. In 1960, he transferred into the 
Montana National Guard and received 
his commission in 1967 as an ordnance 
officer. 

Major General Prendergast worked 
his way up through the ranks, and held 
various titles, including automotive 
platoon leader, instructor at the Mon-
tana Military Academy, assistant com-
mandant and chief of staff of the Mon-
tana National Guard. He graduated 
from the Regents College of the State 
University of New York in 1993. 

For his outstanding service and 
many years of commitment to our Na-
tion, Major General Prendergast has 
been awarded the Meritorious Service 
Medal with two oak leaf clusters, Army 
Commendation Medal, Armed Forces 
Reserve Medal, and the Army Reserve 
Components Overseas Training Ribbon, 
among other medals. 

Major General Prendergast is known 
among his colleagues, his friends, and 
all Montanans for his commitment to 
the American Nation. In his own words, 
‘‘There is no higher calling than serv-
ing your country in uniform. What it’s 
all about is the soldier in uniform.’’ 

Today I honor both the soldier and 
the man. I have been so fortunate to 
have this man as my friend over many 
years. In fact, my good friend shares 
with me a love for long-distance run-
ning, and I have enjoyed running many 
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miles with the general under Mon-
tana’s big sky. We run and talk, laugh 
and share family stories. 

As I reflect on the years I have been 
fortunate to know MG Gene 
Prendergast, I am reminded of the 
plaque which hangs in his office that 
his wife, Kathy, had made for him, the 
long-distance runner: 

‘‘The race is not always to the swift, but 
those who keep on running.’’ Around the 
world in 22 years—running 25,000 miles—June 
1978–August 2000. 

For my friend, MG Gene Prendergast, 
the race has only just begun. You are a 
soldier’s soldier. I salute you for your 
outstanding service to our State and to 
this Nation.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:22 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4613. An act making appropriations 
for the Department of Defense for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2005, and for other 
purposes. 

At 12:03 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4226. An act to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to make certain conforming 
changes to provisions governing the registra-
tion of aircraft and the recordation of instru-
ments in order to implement the Convention 
on International Interests in Mobile Equip-
ment and the Protocol to the Convention on 
International Interests in Mobile Equipment 
on Matters Specific to Aircraft Equipment, 
known as the ‘‘Cape Town Treaty’’. 

H.R. 4372. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for the 
carryforward of $500 of unused benefits in 
cafeteria plans and flexible spending ar-
rangements for dependent care assistance. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 13. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the importance of blues music, and 
for other purposes. 

H. Con. Res. 56. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that 
States should require candidates for driver’s 
licenses to demonstrate an ability to exer-
cise greatly increased caution when driving 
in the proximity of a potentially visually 
impaired individual. 

H. Con. Res. 449. Concurrent resolution 
honoring the life and accomplishments of 
Ray Charles, recognizing his contributions 
to the Nation, and extending condolences to 
his family on his death. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The message further announced that 
the Speaker has signed the following 
enrolled bills: 

S. 1848. An act to amend the Bend Pine 
Nursery Land Conveyance Act to direct the 
Secretary of Agriculture to sell the Bend 

Pine Nursery Administration Site in the 
State of Oregon. 

S. 2238. An act to amend the National 
Flood Insurance Act of 1968 to reduce losses 
to properties for which repetitive flood in-
surance claim payments have been made. 

H.R. 3378. An act to assist in the conserva-
tion of marine turtles and the nesting habi-
tats of marine turtles in foreign countries. 

H.R. 3504. An act to amend the Indian Self- 
Determination and Education Assistance Act 
to redesignate the American Indian Edu-
cation Foundation as the National Fund for 
Excellence in American Indian Education. 

H.R. 4322. An act to provide for the transfer 
of the Nebraska Avenue Naval Complex in 
the District of Columbia to facilitate the es-
tablishment of the headquarters for the De-
partment of Homeland Security, to provide 
for the acquisition by the Department of the 
Navy of suitable replacement facilities, and 
for other purposes. 

The enrolled bills were signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. STEVENS). 

At 5:07 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4635. An act to provide an extension of 
highway, highway safety, motor carrier safe-
ty, transit, and other programs funded out of 
the Highway Trust Fund pending enactment 
of a law reauthorizing the Transportation 
Equity Act for the 21st Century. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 6:03 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 4589. An act to reauthorize the Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families block 
grant program through September 30, 2004, 
and for other purposes. 

The enrolled bill was signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. STEVENS). 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 4226. An act to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to make certain conforming 
changes to provisions governing the registra-
tion of aircraft and the recordation of instru-
ments in order to implement the Convention 
on International Interests in Mobile Equip-
ment and the Protocol to the Convention on 
International Interests in Mobile Equipment 
on Matters Specific to Aircraft Equipment, 
known as the ‘‘Cape Town Treaty’’; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

H.R. 4372. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for the 
carryforward of $500 of unused benefits in 
cafeteria plans and flexible spending ar-
rangements for dependent care assistance; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

The following concurrent resolutions 
were read, and referred as indicated: 

H. Con. Res. 13. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the importance of blues music, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

H. Con. Res. 56. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that 
States should require candidates for driver’s 
licenses to demonstrate an ability to exer-
cise greatly increased caution when driving 
in the proximity of a potentially visually 
impaired individual; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 4613. An act making appropriations 
for the Department of Defense for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2005, and for other 
purposes. 

The following concurrent resolution 
was read, and placed on the calendar: 

H. Con. Res. 449. Concurrent resolution 
honoring the life and accomplishments of 
Ray Charles, recognizing his contributions 
to the Nation, and extending condolences to 
his family on his death. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, June 23, 2004, she had 
presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bills: 

S. 1848. An act to amend the Bend Pine 
Nursery Land Conveyance Act to direct the 
Secretary of Agriculture to sell the Bend 
Pine Nursery Administration Site in the 
State of Oregon. 

S. 2238. An act to amend the National 
Flood Insurance Act of 1968 to reduce losses 
to properties for which repetitive flood in-
surance claim payments have been made. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–8092. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Small Business Administration, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Adminis-
tration’s Report to Congress on Minority 
Small Business and Capital Ownership De-
velopment for fiscal year 2003; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship. 

EC–8093. A communication from the Chair-
man, Federal Election Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Commission’s 
2003 Annual Report; to the Committee on 
Rules and Administration. 

EC–8094. A communication from the Chair-
man, Election Assistance Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Commission’s 
Fiscal Year 2003 Annual Report; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration. 

EC–8095. A communication from the Vice 
Chair, Federal Election Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Commission’s 
Fiscal Year 2005 Budget Request; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration. 

EC–8096. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulation Policy and Manage-
ment, Veterans Benefits Administration, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Change of Effective Date of 
Rule Adding a Disease Associate With Expo-
sure to Certain Herbicide Agents: Type 2 Di-
abetes’’ (RIN2900–AL93) received on June 22, 
2004; to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 
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