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PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON
APPROPRIATIONS TO HAVE
UNTIL MIDNIGHT FRIDAY, JULY
2, 2004, TO FILE PRIVILEGED RE-
PORT ON LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2005

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Appropriations have until
midnight Friday, July 2, 2004, to file a
privileged report, making appropria-
tions for the Legislative Branch for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2005,
and for other purposes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of
order are reserved on the bill.

————

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
bill, H.R. 4614, and that I may include
tabular and extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

———
ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT APPROPRIATIONS  ACT,
2005

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 694 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4614.

The Chair designates the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) as Chair-
man of the Committee of the Whole,
and requests the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. UPTON) to assume the
chair temporarily.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4614)
making appropriations for energy and
water development for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2005, and for
other purposes, with Mr. UPTON (Chair-
man pro tempore) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the bill is considered as
having been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. HOBSON) and the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. VISCLOSKY) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. HOBSON).

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, this bill provides the
annual funding for a wide range of Fed-
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eral programs, including such diverse
matters as flood control, navigation
improvements, environmental restora-
tion, nuclear waste disposal, advanced
scientific research, maintenance of our
nuclear stockpile, and nuclear non-
proliferation. Total funding for the en-
ergy and water development in fiscal
yvear 2005 is $27.988 billion. This funding
amount represents an increase of $50
million over fiscal year 2004 and $734
million over the President’s budget re-
quest. The bill is right at our sub-
committee’s 302(b) allocation and pro-
vides adequate funds to meet the pri-
ority needs of the House.

I believe we do some good things for
the Nation in our bill. Members will
not receive as many water earmarks as
they might like, but we did take care
of their top priorities. Instead of a
steady regimen of pork, we try to put
the corps back on a balanced diet. We
hope that we can leave the corps civil
works program in better shape than we
found it, and I am confident the
changes we make in this bill will have
lasting positive effects. The same holds
true for DOE.

Lastly, I would like to thank all of
the members of this subcommittee for
their cooperation and especially thank
my ranking member and partner, the
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. VIS-
CLOSKY). It has been a pleasure working
with the gentleman and his staff on
this bill, Dixon Butler and Peder
Maarbjerg. I want also to thank the
committee staff, Kevin Cook, Dennis
Kern, Scott Burnison, and Tracey
LaTurner, as well as Kenny Kraft on
my own staff. I also want to recognize
our agency detailees, Tim Winchell and
Jim Spratt. Their assistance was in-
valuable in putting this bill and report
together. I think this is a good bill. We
ought to pass it expeditiously.

Mr. Chairman, it is my privilege to submit to
the House for its consideration H.R. 4614, the
2005 Energy and Water Development Appro-
priations Bill for fiscal year 2005. The Appro-
priations Committee approved this bill unani-
mously on June 16th, and | believe it is a
good bill that merits the support of the entire
membership of the House.

| want to thank all the members of the En-
ergy and Water Development Subcommittee
for their help in bringing this bill to the floor
today. | especially want to thank my Ranking
Member, Mr. VISCLOSKY of Indiana, for his ex-
traordinary cooperation. This is truly a bipar-
tisan bill—that is not to say we agreed on
every issue, but we did agree to work together
in a professional manner to resolve our dif-
ferences. | am proud of the product and equal-
ly proud of the process behind this bill. | also
want to thank the Chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee, Mr. YOUNG, and the Ranking
Minority Member, Mr. OBEY, for allowing us to
move this bill forward in an expeditious man-
ner.

Mr. Chairman, this bill provides annual fund-
ing for a wide range of Federal programs, in-
cluding such diverse matters as flood control,
navigation improvements, environmental res-
toration, nuclear waste disposal, advanced sci-
entific research, maintenance of our nuclear
stockpile, and nuclear nonproliferation. Total
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funding for energy and water development in
fiscal year 2005 is $27.988 billion. This fund-
ing amount represents an increase of $50 mil-
lion over fiscal year 2004 and $734 million
over the Presidents budget request. This bill is
right at our subcommittee’s 302(b) allocation,
and provides adequate funds to meet the pri-
ority needs of the House.

Title | of the bill provides funding for the
Civil Works program of the Army Corps of En-
gineers, the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial
Action Program which is executed by the
Corps, and the Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary of the Army for Civil Works. The Com-
mittee recommends a total of $4.833 billion for
Title | activities, $252 million above the current
year and $713 million above the budget re-
quest. That gives you an idea of how inad-
equate the budget request for the Corps really
was. The Corps has been in an unhealthy sit-
uation the past couple of years because Con-
gress has given them more work to do but not
enough money to do it. This year, we were
determined to correct that situation and put
the Corps on the road to fiscal recovery. For
a change, we have over-subscribed the Civil
Works budget. We exercise restraint on the
number of projects that we put on the Corps
plate and we provide sufficient funds to get
the work done. For the projects that we do
fund in fiscal year 2005, we decided to con-
centrate on protecting existing water infra-
structure and completing ongoing projects.

This country has invested over $300 billion
in current dollars in our existing water infra-
structure, and this infrastructure provides over
$38 billion in annual benefits to the economy.
We can't afford to ignore the maintenance of
this critical infrastructure. Imagine what would
happen if we have to shut down part of our in-
land navigation system because one of the
lock structures fails—the consequences to our
economy would be enormous.

Over recent years, we have created a huge
backlog of work for the Corps. Existing
projects take longer to complete and cost
more. Let me give you just one example from
my part of the country, the replacement of the
McAlpine Lock on the Ohio River. Ideally, this
lock replacement should take no more than 4
years to complete and should cost roughly
$230 million. However, it will cost the taxpayer
an additional 10 percent for every year of ad-
ditional delay on this project. We have to re-
verse that trend and finish what we started,
and finish projects in a timely and cost-effec-
tive manner. We do not include any new
project studies, new construction starts, or
new project authorizations in our bill.

We task the Corps to begin preparing 5-
year budget plans, similar to what the Depart-
ment of Defense prepares in its Future Years
Defense Plans. This should provide some con-
sistency and stability if Congress has a clear
picture of the future Civil Works program.
Also, the Office of the Assistant Secretary of
the Army for Civil Works is now funded in our
Energy and Water bill rather than in Defense
appropriations.

Title Il of our bill provides $1.1 billion for the
Department of Interior and the Bureau of Rec-
lamation, an increase of $36 million above the
amount appropriated in fiscal year 2004 and
$46 million over the budget request. The Com-
mittee does not provide funding for the Cali-
fornia Bay-Delta Restoration program in Cali-
fornia pending the enactment of authorizing
legislation, but includes funding for several au-
thorized components of this program.
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