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(2) INDIVIDUAL ACTION.—Section 1221(e)(2) of 

title 5, United States Code, is amended by in-
serting ‘‘, after a finding that a protected 
disclosure was a contributing factor,’’ after 
‘‘ordered if’’. 

(o) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This Act shall take 
effect 30 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and 
Mr. LIEBERMAN): 

S. 2635. A bill to establish an inter-
governmental grant program to iden-
tify and develop homeland security in-
formation, equipment, capabilities, 
technologies, and services to further 
the homeland security needs of Fed-
eral, State, and local governments; to 
the Committee on Governmental Af-
fairs. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, the 
United States and Israel share a strong 
and enduring friendship. We also share 
the threat of terrorist attacks against 
our citizens. Yet, while terrorism with-
in our borders is relatively new to us, 
Israelis have confronted this danger for 
decades. Israel’s long history of fight-
ing terrorism has spurred Israeli busi-
nesses, researchers and academics to 
develop highly sophisticated homeland 
security technologies, particularly in 
the fields of border integrity, transpor-
tation security, and first responder 
equipment. As the United States pur-
sues new approaches to protecting our 
Nation, it only makes sense to look to 
Israel’s extensive expertise in this 
area. 

This is why I am introducing legisla-
tion with Senator LIEBERMAN to estab-
lish a program to provide funds to eli-
gible joint ventures between American 
firms and businesses in countries such 
as Israel that are already highly fo-
cused on the homeland security issue 
and have demonstrated the capacity 
for fruitful cooperation with America 
in the area of counterterrorism. 

This program will act as a revolving 
fund to develop new homeland security 
technologies. As these technologies are 
deployed and become profitable, the 
businesses that developed them will be 
required to repay the program for the 
amount of the funds. This requirement, 
which has worked for similar existing 
programs, will help sustain the avail-
ability of funds for future funds. 

The program will be managed by the 
Department of Homeland Security. It 
will dedicate $25 million toward these 
joint ventures that develop, manufac-
ture, sell, or otherwise provide prod-
ucts and services with applications re-
lated to homeland security. 

This legislation will build upon a 
number of other highly successful pub-
lic-private partnerships between busi-
nesses in the United States and those 
located in countries such as Israel. 
Since its founding in 1977, the Bi-Na-
tional Industrial Research and Devel-
opment Foundation (BIRD) has created 
numerous research and development 
partnerships between American and 
Israeli businesses. The BIRD Founda-
tion has invested $180 million in 600 
projects during the past 27 years. Simi-

lar partnerships also exist in the devel-
opment of agricultural, defense, tele-
communications, and other tech-
nologies. This record demonstrates the 
potential of a similar binational foun-
dation in the area of homeland secu-
rity. 

As recent international events have 
demonstrated, the fight against ter-
rorism knows no borders. This legisla-
tion will enable our Nation to deploy 
the highest quality and most innova-
tive tools to improve our homeland se-
curity. I ask you to join me in sup-
porting this effort to enhance our Na-
tion’s fight against terrorism. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 401—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF NOVEM-
BER 7 THROUGH NOVEMBER 13, 
2004, AS ‘‘NATIONAL VETERANS 
AWARENESS WEEK’’ TO EMPHA-
SIZE THE NEED TO DEVELOP 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS RE-
GARDING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF VETERANS TO THE COUNTRY. 
Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mr. ALLEN, 

Mr. BOND, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BREAUX, 
Mr. BUNNING, Mr. CAMPBELL, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CHAFEE, Mr. 
CHAMBLISS, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Mr. COLEMAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
CONRAD, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CORZINE, Mr. 
DAYTON, Mrs. DOLE, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 
Mr. GRAHAM of Florida, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
Mr. GREGG, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. HOLLINGS, 
Mr. INOUYE, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. LUGAR, 
Mr. MILLER, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr. 
ROCKEFELLER, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. SES-
SIONS, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. 
SUNUNU, Mr. TALENT, Mr. THOMAS, Mr. 
VOINOVICH, Mr. WARNER, Mr. WYDEN, 
and Mr. SMITH) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

S. RES. 401 

Whereas tens of millions of Americans 
have served in the Armed Forces of the 
United States during the past century; 

Whereas hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans have given their lives while serving in 
the Armed Forces during the past century; 

Whereas the contributions and sacrifices of 
the men and women who served in the Armed 
Forces have been vital in maintaining the 
freedoms and way of life enjoyed by the peo-
ple of the United States; 

Whereas the advent of the all-volunteer 
Armed Forces has resulted in a sharp decline 
in the number of individuals and families 
who have had any personal connection with 
the Armed Forces; 

Whereas this reduction in familiarity with 
the Armed Forces has resulted in a marked 
decrease in the awareness by young people of 
the nature and importance of the accom-
plishments of those who have served in the 
Armed Forces, despite the current edu-
cational efforts of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and the veterans service orga-
nizations; 

Whereas the system of civilian control of 
the Armed Forces makes it essential that 

the future leaders of the Nation understand 
the history of military action and the con-
tributions and sacrifices of those who con-
duct such actions; and 

Whereas, on November 10, 2003, President 
George W. Bush issued a proclamation urg-
ing all the people of the United States to ob-
serve November 9 through November 15, 2003, 
as ‘‘National Veterans Awareness Week’’: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, 
SECTION 1. NATIONAL VETERANS AWARENESS 

WEEK. 
(a) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense 

of the Senate that the President should des-
ignate the week of November 7 through No-
vember 13, 2004, as ‘‘National Veterans 
Awareness Week’’. 

(b) PROCLAMATION.—The Senate requests 
the President to issue a proclamation— 

(1) designating the week of November 7 
through November 13, 2004, as ‘‘National Vet-
erans Awareness Week’’ for the purpose of 
emphasizing educational efforts directed at 
elementary and secondary school students 
concerning the contributions and sacrifices 
of veterans; and 

(2) calling on the people of the United 
States to observe National Veterans Aware-
ness Week with appropriate educational ac-
tivities. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 121—SUPPORTING THE 
GOALS AND IDEALS OF THE 
WORLD YEAR OF PHYSICS 

Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself and Mr. 
DOMENICI) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources: 

S. CON. RES. 121 

Whereas throughout history, physics has 
contributed to knowledge, civilization, and 
culture around the world; 

Whereas physics research has been and 
continues to be a driving force for scientific, 
technological, and economic development; 

Whereas many emerging fields in science 
and technology, such as nanoscience, infor-
mation technology, and biotechnology, are 
substantially based on, and derive many 
tools from, fundamental discoveries in phys-
ics and physics applications; 

Whereas physics will continue to play a 
vital role in addressing many 21st-century 
challenges relating to sustainable develop-
ment, including environmental conservation, 
clean sources of energy, public health, and 
security; 

Whereas Albert Einstein is a widely recog-
nized scientific figure who contributed enor-
mously to the development of physics, begin-
ning in 1905 with Einstein’s groundbreaking 
papers on the photoelectric effect, the size of 
molecules, Brownian motion, and the theory 
of relativity that led to Einstein’s most fa-
mous equation, E = mc2; 

Whereas 2005 will be the 100th anniversary 
of the publication of those groundbreaking 
papers; 

Whereas the General Assembly of the 
International Union of Pure and Applied 
Physics unanimously approved the propo-
sition designating 2005 as the World Year of 
Physics; and 

Whereas the Department of Energy is the 
leading source of Federal support for aca-
demic physics research, accounting for a ma-
jority of Federal funding for physics: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of the 
World Year of Physics, as designated by the 
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