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However, these methods are haphazard, lack
uniformity and rely on local and state rules
and regulations, if any, for enforcement. With
the advent of private vehicles with daytime
running lights as a standard feature, increased
traffic congestion in urban areas, road rage
and an increase in the number and variety of
law enforcement and emergency vehicles, fu-
neral processions have become more and
more vulnerable to accidents and other haz-
ardous conditions. Furthermore, with this in-
creased risk comes increased liability expo-
sure for the funeral home and funeral director
resulting in increased financial strain. There-
fore, the use of Mobile Infrared Transmitters
by authorized personnel only as well as in-
creased use of law enforcement personnel as
funeral procession escorts would go a long
way in addressing this very real problem. My
bill would protect the authorized user and im-
pose penalties and jail time for an unauthor-
ized user or seller.

———
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great admiration that | rise today to honor the
memory of Mrs. Victoria Soto Candelaria for
her lifelong contributions to her community.
Victoria passed away unexpectedly on July 4,
2004. Victoria was a pioneer educator who
touched the lives of numerous students, both
in and out of the classroom. She was also a
union leader, activist, and community advo-
cate, and her numerous accomplishments are
worthy of the highest commendation.

After earning a bachelor’'s degree from Indi-
ana University and a master's degree from
Purdue University, Victoria devoted twenty-
nine years to the School City of East Chicago
teaching English and Spanish. In 1987, she
was elected President of the East Chicago, In-
diana Federation of Teachers, Local 511, a
position she held until 2001. Additionally, Vic-
toria was President of the Indiana Teachers
Federation from 1997 until 2003. As well as
being dearly loved and respected by her fam-
ily and community, Victoria was known for her
passionate belief in helping to educate the
working people in her community.

Victoria strongly believed in the importance
of community involvement as well as political
activism. She served as secretary of the
Northwest Indiana Federation of Labor and as
Vice President of the Indiana AFL-CIO. She
also served on the Board of Directors for the
Lake County Integrated Services Delivery and
for the Lake Area United Way. Victoria was a
trustee for Ivy Tech State College and for the
Indiana Federation of Teachers. In the political
arena, she was a member of the Indiana Gov-
ernor’s Roundtable on Education and a mem-
ber of the Governor's Commission for His-
panic and Latino Affairs. She was a three time
National Education Policy advisor to President
Clinton, a delegate to the Indiana Democratic
Convention, and a delegate to the Democratic
National Convention in 1992 and 1996. Vic-
toria received invitations to the presidential in-
augurations in 1993 and 1997. She was also
honored with the Sagamore of the Wabash in
1997.
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While her work in the educational and polit-
ical fields placed extraordinary demands on
her time, Victoria always found time to spend
with her most important interest, her family. By
providing unwavering guidance to her children,
she instilled in them the morals and fortitude
that have molded her children into successful
adults who are raising families of their own.
She is survived by her loving husband of 42
years, Isabelino, three sons and one daughter,
eight grandchildren, and a host of other rel-
atives.

Mr. Speaker, Victoria Soto Candelaria dedi-
cated her life to educating the nation’s youth
and serving as a leader and role model for all
Americans. Because of her lifetime work and
achievements, Mrs. Candelaria has been
lauded as a tireless, passionate, and visionary
advocate of the people. | respectfully ask that
you and my other distinguished colleagues
join me in remembering Mrs. Candelaria and
her outstanding contributions to Indiana’s First
Congressional District. She will be admirably
remembered and truly missed.

————
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Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to express support for one of government's
most important contributions to the economic
welfare of this nation: providing support for
public and private sector research and devel-
opment.

U.S. businesses and industry have proven
extremely adept at developing successful new
products from cutting-edge technologies. Many
of the technologies that underlie these prod-
ucts and spur economic growth were originally
developed with federal support.

The extent to which publicly funded re-
search stimulates further innovation depends
in large part on whether it is disseminated
under terms that attract the private investment
needed to commercialize the research. Private
firms, however, are generally willing to com-
mercialize publicly funded research only if they
can protect the intellectual property they con-
tribute to this process in a manner that allows
them to secure a return on their investment.

The importance of intellectual property rights
in driving new research and its commercializa-
tion is illustrated by this Nation’s own experi-
ence in funding university R&D activities. In
the 1970s, too little federally funded research
was being commercialized as a result of tight
restrictions on licensing, varying patent protec-
tions among federal agencies, and the lack of
exclusive manufacturing rights. Indeed, in
1980 only five percent of U.S. government-
owned patents resulted in new or improved
products.

In response to this problem, the U.S. Con-
gress in 1980 passed the Bayh-Dole Act,
which established a uniform government pat-
ent policy and allowed universities and other
nonprofits to retain title to federally-funded in-
ventions and to work with private-sector com-
panies in bringing them to market.

By any measure, the Bayh-Dole Act has
been remarkably successful and today the
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federal government provides a majority of all
university research funding. According to the
last survey on the impact of the Bayh-Dole Act
conducted by the U.S. Association of Univer-
sity Technology Managers, in 2000 alone this
research spawned 347 new products, 13,032
invention disclosures, 6,375 U.S. patent appli-
cations, 3,764 U.S. patents issued from pre-
vious applications, 4,362 new licenses, and
the creation of 454 new companies. Moreover,
universities received $1.26 billion in licensing
revenue from these activities. Much of this
money in turn is reinvested in further research
and development.

Technological innovation and government
support for it are central not only to the Na-
tion’s economy, but also to the health and vi-
tality of our citizens. With the continued sup-
port of the Federal Government—both through
funding and through licensing policies that pro-
mote commercialization such as those em-
bodied in the Bayh-Dole Act—we can continue
to ensure that technology is developed and
made available to the private sector in a man-
ner that spawns further innovation, for the
benefit of our economy and the health and
welfare of our citizens.

———
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Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, my San Diego
Congressional District suffers from the same
problem that exists throughout all of the
West—a diminishing supply of usable water.
As populations increase, and resources are
evermore stretched between agriculture, mu-
nicipal, and environmental uses, we must be
smarter with our current water use. To ad-
dress this problem, San Diego has had great
success. In recent months, we completed a
landmark deal with our Imperial County neigh-
bors that will provide up to 200,000 acre feet
of new water per year for our growing city.
San Diego County has embarked on a re-
markable regional seawater desalination pro-
gram to tap the nearby Pacific Ocean. Water
efficiency efforts spearheaded by the San
Diego County Water Authority have resulted in
our ability to rely on the same amount of water
we used in the year 1990—even though our
population has swelled by nearly 20 percent.
This is great progress, but we have more to
do.

For this reason, today | am proud to intro-
duce the San Diego Water Storage and Effi-
ciency Act of 2004. The legislation helps the
Sweetwater Authority, which administers much
of the water supply in my district, make max-
imum use of the water they manage by ena-
bling them to more fully use their existing res-
ervoirs.

In 1993, the Army Corps of Engineers deter-
mined that one of the top methods to ensure
greater water reliability in San Diego County
was to connect three isolated reservoirs—the
San Vicente, which receives raw, imported
water, and the Loveland and El Capitan Res-
ervoirs, which receive only local runoff and are
rarely full. By connecting the three, we can en-
sure that the ability to use available water
storage is maximized. This legislation author-
izes a $3 million federal feasibility study of the
reservoir intertie project.
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