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the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH) that the House suspend the
rules and concur in the Senate concur-
rent resolution, S. Con. Res. 114.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on H.R. 1587, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

——————

REAFFIRMING UNWAVERING COM-
MITMENT TO TAIWAN RELA-
TIONS ACT

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the concurrent resolution
(H. Con. Res. 462) reaffirming unwaver-
ing commitment to the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 462

Whereas April 10, 2004, marked the 25th an-
niversary of the enactment of the Taiwan
Relations Act (22 U.S.C. 3301 et seq.), codi-
fying in law the basis for continued commer-
cial, cultural, and other relations between
the United States and Taiwan;

Whereas it is and will continue to be
United States policy to further encourage
and expand these extensive commercial, cul-
tural, and other relations between the people
of the United States and the people of Tai-
wan during the next quarter century;

Whereas since its enactment in 1979 the
Taiwan Relations Act has been instrumental
in maintaining peace, security, and stability
in the Taiwan Strait;

Whereas when the Taiwan Relations Act
was enacted, it affirmed that the decision of
the United States to establish diplomatic re-
lations with the People’s Republic of China
was based on the expectation that the future
of Taiwan would be determined by peaceful
means;

Whereas the Government of the People’s
Republic of China refuses to renounce the
use of force against Taiwan;

Whereas the Department of Defense report
entitled ‘““Annual Report on the Military
Power of the People’s Republic of China,”
dated July 30, 2003, documents that the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China is
seeking coercive military options to resolve
the Taiwan issue and, as of the date of the
report, has deployed approximately 450
short-range ballistic missiles against Taiwan
and is adding 75 missiles per year to this ar-
senal;

Whereas the escalating arms buildup of
missiles and other offensive weapons by the
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People’s Republic of China in areas adjacent
to the Taiwan Strait is a threat to the peace
and security of the Western Pacific area;

Whereas section 3 of the Taiwan Relations
Act (22 U.S.C. 3302) requires that the United
States Government will make available de-
fense articles and defense services in such
quantity as may be necessary to enable Tai-
wan to maintain a sufficient self-defense ca-
pability;

Whereas the Taiwan Relations Act requires
the United States to maintain the capacity
to resist any resort to force or other forms of
coercion that would jeopardize the security,
or the social or economic system, of the peo-
ple of Taiwan;

Whereas the Taiwan Relations Act affirms
the preservation and enhancement of the
human rights of the people of Taiwan as an
objective of the United States;

Whereas Taiwan serves as a model of demo-
cratic reform for the People’s Republic of
China;

Whereas Taiwan’s 1996 election was the
first time in five millennia of recorded Chi-
nese history that a democratically elected
president took office;

Whereas Taiwan’s democracy has deepened
with a peaceful transfer of power from one
political party to another after the presi-
dential election of 2000;

Whereas the relationship between the
United States and Taiwan has deepened with
Taiwan’s evolution into a full-fledged, multi-
party democracy that respects human rights
and civil liberties;

Whereas high-level visits between govern-
ment officials of the United States and Tai-
wan are not inconsistent with the ‘‘one
China policy”’; and

Whereas any attempt to determine Tai-
wan’s future by other than peaceful means
and other than with the express consent of
the people of Taiwan would be considered of
grave concern to the United States: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That—

(1) Congress reaffirms its unwavering com-
mitment to the Taiwan Relations Act (22
U.S.C. 3301 et seq.) as the cornerstone of
United States relations with Taiwan;

(2) the military modernization and weap-
ons procurement program of the People’s Re-
public of China is a matter of grave concern,
and particularly the current deployment of
approximately 500 missiles directed toward
Taiwan;

(3) the President should direct all appro-
priate United States Government officials to
raise these grave concerns regarding mili-
tary threats to Taiwan with officials of the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China;

(4) the President and Congress should de-
termine whether the escalating arms build-
up, including deployment of offensive weap-
onry and missiles in areas adjacent to the
Taiwan Strait, requires that additional de-
fense articles and services be made available
to Taiwan, and the United States Govern-
ment should encourage the leadership of Tai-
wan to devote sufficient financial resources
to the defense of their island;

(5) as recommended by the U.S.-China Eco-
nomic and Security Review Commission, the
Department of Defense should provide a com-
prehensive report on the nature and scope of
military sales by the Russian Federation to
the People’s Republic of China to the Com-
mittees on International Relations and
Armed Services of the House of Representa-
tives and Committees on Foreign Relations
and Armed Services of the Senate;

(6) the President should encourage further
dialogue between democratic Taiwan and the
People’s Republic of China; and
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(7) the United States Government should
not discourage current officials of the Tai-
wan Government from visiting the United
States on the basis that doing so would vio-
late the ‘‘one China policy”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
each will control 20 minutes.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, is either
gentleman opposed to the bill?

Mr. LANTOS. No, Mr. Speaker. I am
strongly in support of this legislation.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I seek time
in opposition.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) will con-
trol 20 minutes in opposition.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
my time be equally divided with the
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H. Con. Res. 462, a resolution re-
affirming the unwavering support of
the Congress for the Taiwan Relations
Act. This year marks the 25th anniver-
sary of the enactment of the Taiwan
Relations Act, one of Congress’ most
important and enduring pieces of legis-
lation. Over the past quarter century,
the Act has served as the foundation of
the United States’ relationship with
the people of Taiwan and has ensured
the island’s security. On this anniver-
sary, it is fitting and appropriate for
the Congress to review the cross-strait
issue and reassess the needs of our
friends in Taiwan.

In contrast to many other pieces of
25b-year-old legislation, the Taiwan Re-
lations Act has exceeded expectations.
The Act has allowed the United States
to maintain its close ties with the peo-
ple of Taiwan while actively engaging
Asia’s rising power, the People’s Re-
public of China, on a myriad of fronts,
including human rights. In doing so,
the measure has been important to the
maintenance of peace and stability
across the Taiwan Strait and through-
out the entire Western Pacific region.

The Taiwan Relations Act has also
played an indirect role in promoting
democracy in Taiwan by providing the
conditions of external security that
have allowed the people of Taiwan to
focus on internal reform and democra-
tization.

In the years since Congress passed
the Taiwan Relations Act in 1979, Tai-
wan has developed into a lively and
successful democracy, a tribute to the
courage and determination of the is-
land’s remarkable people. The 1996
presidential election in Taiwan was the
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