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the Senate failed to adopt Senator Lev-
in’s amendment, it missed a golden op-
portunity to adjust its priorities in
order to face our country’s most press-
ing threat—the threat of terrorism.

I was disappointed that the Senate
failed to reduce the retirement age for
those in the National Guard and Re-
serve from 60 to 55. Our country has
placed unprecedented demands upon
the Guard and Reserve since September
11, 2001, and will continue to do so for
the foreseeable future. Considering the
demands we are placing on them, it is
time that we lower the Guard and Re-
serve’s retirement age to the same
level as civilian federal employees.

Although my support for reducing
the reserve component retirement age
has been unwavering, because of the
significant budgetary impact of this
measure I had hoped that Congress
would first receive reviews of reserve
compensation providing all of the in-
formation that we need to address this
issue responsibly. I patiently waited
for several studies on the issue, includ-
ing by the Defense Department, but
when the studies came out they called
for further study. This matter cannot
continue to languish unaddressed in-
definitely. As retired U.S. Air Force
Colonel Steve Strobridge, government
relations director for the Military Offi-
cers Association of America, MOAA,
put it, “It is time to fish or cut bait.”
I agree with MOAA’s analysis that,
“Further delay on this important prac-
tical and emotional issue poses signifi-
cant risks to long-term (Guard and Re-
serve) retention’” and I was proud to
vote for the amendment offered by the
Senator from New Jersey, Mr. CORZINE.

I also believe that the Senate missed
an opportunity to provide a small but
needed measure of relief to military
families when it failed to adopt my
Military Family Leave Act amend-
ment. This amendment would have al-
lowed a spouse, child, or parent who al-
ready qualifies for Family and Medical
Leave Act, FMLA, benefits—unpaid
leave—to use those existing benefits
for issues directly arising from the de-
ployment of a family member. The
Senate adopted a similar amendment
by unanimous consent when I offered it
to the Iraq supplemental spending bill.
This amendment has the support of the
Military Officers Association of Amer-
ica, the Enlisted Association of the Na-
tional Guard of the United States, the
Reserve Officers Association, the Na-
tional Guard Association of the United
States, the National Military Family
Association, and the National Partner-
ship for Women and Families.

I regret that a harmful second degree
amendment was offered to my amend-
ment and that I was not given the op-
portunity to have a straight up or
down vote. Rather than taking up the
Senate’s time in a protracted debate
about the second degree amendment, I
withdrew my amendment so that this
important defense authorization bill
could move forward. However, the need
addressed by my amendment remains
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and I will continue to fight to bring
some relief to military families that
sacrifice so much for all of us.

I want to bring attention to another
element of the Defense Authorization
bill that raises concerns for me. The
Defense Authorization bill includes
language that raises troop caps in Co-
lombia from 400 to 800 military per-
sonnel and from 400 civilian contrac-
tors to 600. I am disappointed that Sen-
ator BYRD’s amendment was not ap-
proved by the Senate, which would
have limited the increases in these
caps to 500 military personnel and 500
civilian contractors. I have serious
concerns about the increase in these
caps to the levels established by the
bill. Most importantly, I worry about
placing more Americans in harm’s way
in Colombia. Further deployments
bring greater risks to an already over-
stretched military. We do not want to
risk being drawn further into Colom-
bia’s civil war—certainly not without a
thorough debate that the American
people can follow. In addition, many of
my constituents and I remain con-
cerned that by raising these caps, the
U.S. devotes greater resources to the
military side of the equation in Colom-
bia without balancing our approach
through greater support for democratic

institutions, increasing economic de-
velopment, and supporting human
rights.

There are other provisions in this bill
with which I disagree and the Senate
rejected a number of amendments that
would have made this bill better. How-
ever, on balance this legislation con-
tains many good provisions for our
men and women in uniform and their
families and that is why I will vote for
it.

———
U.S.-AUSTRALIA FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise
today in support of an important free
trade agreement that was recently
signed between the United States and
Australia. Earlier today, I was pleased
to join an overwhelming majority of
my colleagues on the Senate Finance
Committee to report out this agree-
ment favorably, and I am hopeful that
within the next day, the full Senate
will give its consent as well. This vote
not only reaffirms our strong relation-
ship with a close ally but marks an im-
portant step forward on our path to-
ward economic recovery.

Since 1994, two-way trade between
the United States and Australia has in-
creased 53 percent to nearly $29 billion.
Australia purchases more goods from
the United States than any other coun-
try, giving the United States a $9 bil-
lion bilateral goods and services trade
surplus. Last year alone, my homestate
of Oregon exported more than $257 mil-
lion in merchandise to Australia. These
exports accounted for 2.5 percent of the
State total in 2003.

The elimination of trade barriers be-
tween the two countries promises to
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increase these figures even more.
Under the agreement, duties on almost
all manufactured goods will be elimi-
nated. This will result in first-year tar-
iff savings of about $300 million for
U.S. manufactured goods exporters.
For Western Star—a subsidiary of
DaimlerChrysler—located in Portland,
OR, this translates to savings of nearly
$2 million a year in eliminated tariffs
and duties that currently average
$4,000 per truck exported to Australia.
It is estimated that TU.S.-Australia
Free Trade Agreement will result in
approximately $2 billion of new U.S.
exports.

This agreement will also open new
doors for U.S. farmers. U.S. agricul-
tural exports to Australia, totaling
more than $700 million last year, will
receive immediate duty-free access.
This means American farmers will be
better poised to compete in a market of
over 19 million people. Additionally,
food inspection procedures that have
posed barriers in the past have been ad-
dressed, and substantial safeguards
have been written into the agreement
to ensure a smoothe and stable transi-
tion for our domestic meat and dairy
industries.

As I come here today, I realize that
there are those who still have reserva-
tions over the prospects of expanded
trade. While the benefits of a more lib-
eralized trade policy are vast, I know
that they have not been spread evenly
across all sectors. I am confident, how-
ever, that the safeguards in this agree-
ment will ensure a stable market for
domestic procedures while providing
new market access and real consumer
benefits. I believe this agreement is
good for the United States, and I urge
its passage.

———

REVEREND DONALD J.
LONGBOTTOM

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I rise
today to thank Rev. Don Longbottom
for accepting Senate Chaplain Barry
Black’s and my invitation to join us in
the U.S. Senate and offer the opening
prayer. I also would like to recognize
his wife, Lori, who has accompanied
him to Washington from Nebraska.

Reverend Longbottom is currently
the Senior Minister at Countryside
Community Church United Church of
Christ in Omaha, NE. He ministers to
more than 2,000 members of Country-
side Community Church in Omaha, in-
cluding my dear friends Ron and Lois
Roskens and former Nebraska Con-
gressman John Y. McCollister and his
wife Nan.

In addition to his leadership in faith
communities in Kansas, Ohio, and Cali-
fornia, Reverend Longbottom con-
tinues to dedicate himself to the spir-
itual and community needs of many
Nebraskans. He currently serves on the
Board of Directors for the TUnited
Church of Christ Nebraska Conference
and has taught college courses in Envi-
ronmental and Business Ethics.
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