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TRIBUTE TO KELLER HAYES 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 22, 2004 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize the notable accomplishments of a 
remarkable woman in the 1st Congressional 
District of Colorado. It is both fitting and prop-
er that we recognize Keller Hayes for her im-
pressive record of business and civic leader-
ship as well as her invaluable service to our 
state and community. 

Keller Hayes has used her time, skill and 
energy to make Colorado a better place. She 
came to our community from a small ranch in 
rural Nebraska and graduated from the Uni-
versity of Nebraska at Lincoln with a degree in 
Journalism and Women’s Studies. She worked 
for various publishing houses, including a 
trade publication in Minnesota and for Mon-
terey Life in California before joining the Colo-
rado Women’s Chamber of Commerce. 

For Keller, the economic empowerment of 
women has meaning. Whether advocating for 
passage of a pay-equity resolution at the 
statehouse or developing a Women’s Busi-
ness Certification program to allow women- 
owned companies to gain greater access to 
corporate and government contracts, Keller 
has been a champion for social and economic 
empowerment. She believes in the mission of 
the Colorado Women’s Chamber of Com-
merce and during her tenure as President, she 
gave its mission new life and helped build a 
dynamic organization. When Keller took up the 
job, she and a part-time person were the only 
staff the chamber had. Today, the organization 
has eight staff people, boasts 1,700 members 
and has become the largest women’s cham-
ber in the country. Under Keller’s leadership, 
the Women’s Chamber created a structure 
that promotes the economic advancement of 
its members and provides meaningful leader-
ship for women in business. Keller has 
opened doors and garnered respect for the 
women’s business community. She has 
brought other women along and helped get 
them a seat at the table. Keller has fought for 
recognition of both the immeasurable contribu-
tion of women to our economy and the full 
value of women’s abilities. As a result of her 
leadership, business women have become a 
more powerful force in our city and our state. 

For her efforts, Keller was chosen the 2001 
Outstanding Woman in Business Nonprofit by 
the Denver Business Journal and 2002 
Women in Business Advocate of the Year in 
Region VIII for the Small Business Administra-
tion. But it takes a special person to reach a 
high level of professional accomplishment and 
still find the time and energy to give back to 
the community. Over the past six years, Keller 
has volunteered for the Rape/Spouse Abuse 
Crisis Center as an on-line counselor, volun-
teer trainer, speaker and public relations vol-
unteer. Not only has Keller used her skills and 
talents to promote the economic empower-
ment of women, she has done much to ad-
vance the well-being of our people. 

While I believe many of us are saddened 
Keller has left the Women’s Chamber, I am 
confident that her leadership, skill and experi-
ence will be of great benefit to all of us in her 
new venture and we look forward to her con-
tinued involvement in our civic life. 

Please join me commending Keller Hayes 
for her professional achievement, community 
service and active involvement in helping 
women attain professional excellence and a 
dynamic voice in public life. It is the strong 
leadership she exhibits on a daily basis that 
continually enhances our lives and builds a 
better future for all Americans. 
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HONORING BILL LYNCH AS DEP-
UTY MANAGER FOR KERRY-ED-
WARDS CAMPAIGN 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 22, 2004 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the appointment of William (Bill) Lynch Jr. 
as Deputy Campaign Manager for the Kerry- 
Edwards Presidential Campaign. 

A Harlem native and former Deputy Mayor 
of the City of New York, Bill Lynch has more 
than 30 years experience in local and national 
politics, government operations and public pol-
icy. In 1997, former President William J. Clin-
ton nominated Mr. Lynch for the position of 
Vice Chair to the Democratic National Com-
mittee. 

Prior to Mr. Lynch’s appointment as the 
Deputy Mayor for Intergovernmental Affairs in 
1989, he served as Campaign Manager for 
David Dinkins ’89 and as Chief of Staff to the 
then Manhattan Borough President. Bill Lynch 
has been a social and political activist for the 
past twenty-five years, serving as Director of 
Legislation and Political Action for District 
Council 1701 of the American Federation of 
State and Municipal Employees (AFL–CIO), as 
well as Campaign Manager for Congressman 
MAJOR OWENS and Assemblyman William 
Frank Boyland both of Brooklyn, New York. 

Mr. Lynch will lead a national effort to moti-
vate and deliver key Democratic Party con-
stituent groups, particularly African Americans 
and Latinos that have been marginalized in 
the past. I urge my colleagues to join me in 
commending Mr. William Lynch on his recent 
appointment as the Deputy Campaign Man-
ager for the Kerry-Edwards Presidential Cam-
paign and wish him all the success. 

I commend to my colleagues the following 
article, which appeared in the New York Daily 
News on July 20, 2004. 

[From the Daily News, July 20, 2004] 
DEMS’ NEW CAPTAIN 

(By Errol Louis) 
On a quiet, isolated farm in Tennessee, a 

few hundred political leaders gathered Sun-
day to honor two New Yorkers—Len Riggio, 
the Brooklyn-born chairman of Barnes & 
Noble, and former Deputy Mayor Bill 
Lynch—in a ceremony that symbolizes a piv-
otal moment in the race for President. 
Newly named to the post of deputy manger 
of the Kerry-Edwards campaign, Lynch will 
help lead a national effort to fire up and de-
liver many of the Democratic Party’s key 
constituent groups. That includes women, 
gays, young adults, blacks, Latinos and 
union members, especially in the swing 
states—all in the 104-day sprint between now 
and Election Day. 

Should Lynch succeed, the ticket stands a 
good chance of winning. But if he comes up 
even a little bit short in key states like 
Ohio, Pennsylvania or Florida, it could cost 
the Democrats the election. 

Given the importance of his mission, it’s 
fitting that Lynch was back at the Haley 
Farm Freedom School, a 157-acre spread out-
side Knoxville, over the weekend. There he 
joined a cross section of the Democratic Par-
ty’s elite, including David Dinkins and Eliza-
beth Edwards, the wife of the vice presi-
dential candidate, at the dedication of the 
Riggio-Lynch Chapel, a building paid for by 
the bookstore magnate and designed by re-
nowned architect Maya Lin (of Vietnam me-
morial fame). 

The farm, formerly owned by the writer 
Alex Haley, was acquired a decade ago by the 
Children’s Defense Fund and transformed 
into a thriving conference and training cen-
ter for veterans of the civil rights movement 
and their younger, modern successors. Over 
the last 10 years, more than 6,000 young peo-
ple have passed through the Haley farm for 
retreat-like workshops on everything from 
writing policy papers to studying how civil 
disobedience works. 

College-age activists, many with 
dreadlocks and tattoos, regularly sit and 
swap stories with movement veterans who 
put their bodies on the line in places like 
Selma, Birmingham and the Mississippi 
Delta. The same kids are the secret weapon 
that could carry the election. 

Lynch, a former union organizer who did 
his share of sit-ins before turning to elec-
toral politics, is expected to tap into this 
army of well-trained young activists and 
bring their farm-stoked energy into the 
Kerry-Edwards campaign. 

The challenge for Lynch will be to per-
suade party bigwigs that in many commu-
nities, no amount of expensive advertising, 
fancy Internet networking or televised de-
bating can replace doorknocking, phone- 
banking and other kinds of grass-roots orga-
nizing. 

It’s a debate that goes on in every Demo-
cratic campaign. All too often, fancy media 
strategists win the debate and grab most of 
the campaign funds—and then lose the elec-
tion. 

It doesn’t have to turn out that way. The 
troops who could win the fall election have 
been training quietly for more than a decade 
on that quiet farm outside Knoxville. If 
Lynch succeeds at bringing them into a 
Democratic win, it will look like a 100-day 
electoral miracle. 
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INTRODUCTION OF BILL TO ES-
TABLISH A BORDER PATROL 
UNIT FOR THE U.S. VIRGIN IS-
LANDS 

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN 
OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 22, 2004 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce legislation to require the 
Secretary of Homeland Security to establish at 
least one Border Patrol unit for the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. 

With over 175 miles of unprotected and 
open borders, the Virgin Islands are the gate-
way to the U.S. and our nation’s southernmost 
border. And, it would appear, Mr. Speaker that 
the U.S. Virgin Islands is today the gateway of 
choice for human smugglers. 

Since 1998 more than 500 Chinese nation-
als have entered the territory of the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. Those dropping the aliens ashore 
have identified the Virgin Islands as an area 
from which illegals can try to travel undetected 
to the U.S. mainland. While most of these 
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