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the Chicago Black X Express and wrote 
freelance articles for other newspapers 
and magazines. 

Lu had a unique and provocative 
style of writing and was known as ‘‘the 
Panther with a pen.’’ He spent 50 years 
informing, stimulating, motivating 
and activating the African American 
community as a reporter, syndicated 
columnist, newspaper publisher, radio 
commentator, activist, community or-
ganizer and political strategist. 

Lu and Vernon Jarrett were black 
journalistic pioneers in Chicago in that 
they worked for mainline publications 
and major electronic outlets but al-
ways returned to the black press. Lu 
Palmer was a Black Nationalist who 
wrote and spoke eloquently and pas-
sionately about black plight, black 
needs, injustice and black hopes. 

During the activist 1960s, Lu’s pen 
and voice were read and heard all over 
America. When the police raided the 
Black Panther headquarters in Chicago 
and killed Fred Hampton and Mark 
Clark, Lu’s articles were scathing. He 
was a leader in the successful effort to 
defeat then-Cook County State’s attor-
ney Edward Hahnrahan. 

As a result of editorial interference, 
Lu eventually resigned from the Daily 
News and organized his own paper, the 
Black X Express. However, Lu was very 
selective in the kind of advertising 
that he would accept. Therefore, his 
paper only survived for a little more 
than a year. 

Lu then got involved with radio jour-
nalism and developed Lu’s Notebook, a 
hard-hitting editorial newscast which 
often ended with the phrase, ‘‘That’s 
enough to make a Negro turn black.’’ 

Lu was now, for all practical pur-
poses, a full-time activist. He was hold-
ing community forums, book reviews 
and seminars. He organized CBUC, Chi-
cago Black United Communities, and 
then BIPO, Black Independent Polit-
ical Organization, which held political 
education classes and trained hundreds 
of citizens to better understand and be 
involved in the political process. 

After the death of Mayor Richard J. 
Daley, black activists and white polit-
ical progressives in Chicago saw a 
crack in the dominant political ma-
chine, and Lu Palmer emerged as a 
leader in the effort to elect a black 
mayor in Chicago. While Lu was char-
acterized as a black nationalist, he was 
also a coalition builder. He played a 
key role in the development of Pro- 
Can, the Progressive Chicago Area Net-
work, which was made up of mostly 
blacks, young whites and Hispanics 
whose goals were good, clean, progres-
sive and honest government. 

Lu became so obsessed with under-
standing what a good black mayor 
could mean for Chicago that he was 
willing to lose sponsorship of his radio 
series, and he did. He organized forums, 
focus groups, rallies and eventually a 
plebiscite to convince then-Congress-
man Harold Washington to run for 
mayor. Mayor Jane Byrne had infuri-
ated the black community with some 

of her appointments to the school 
board and the Chicago Housing Author-
ity, plus engineered the loss of Lu’s 
radio series sponsorship from which 
came the slogan, ‘‘We shall see in ’83.’’ 

Harold Washington agreed, ran for 
mayor and was elected. Lu ran for Har-
old Washington’s vacated seat. Harold, 
as mayor, supported labor leader 
Charles Hayes and Charlie was elected. 
Lu was always a political independent, 
and after Harold Washington’s death, 
Lu became even more disillusioned 
with local Democrats and helped Re-
publican Jim Edgar to become gov-
ernor of Illinois and had enough influ-
ence with the black or African Amer-
ican Illinois voters to make it happen. 

Lu eventually became ill and retired 
from active public life, but helped his 
wife Jorja to operate the MENHELCO 
Group Home for boys which was found-
ed in honor of their son Skipper who 
suffered from a disability and is now 
deceased. 

Lu represented the best of what is a 
husband, father, teacher, journalist 
and lover of freedom, liberation, self- 
determination and race pride could ex-
hibit. He was fiercely black, made no 
bones about it, and often referred to 
himself as being an African in Amer-
ica. 

He leaves to mourn his wife, Jorja, 
and their children Trudy Palmer, 
Darien Simon, Karen English, Lu 
Palmer III, Jamie English, Junior, five 
grandchildren and two great-grand-
children. 

Lu Palmer, a man of principle, a man 
of the people, for the people and of the 
people. Lu Palmer, a man of greatness. 
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GOOD FRIDAY PEACE ACCORDS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, 6 years 
ago this past April, the people of 
Northern Ireland, Great Britain, and 
the republic of Ireland entered into a 
peace agreement, commonly referred 
to as the Good Friday Agreement. This 
legendary accord set out a framework 
that would allow Northern Ireland to 
govern itself and provide for a rule of 
law that was responsible to all people 
in the north of Ireland. 

Unfortunately, 6 years later, much of 
the agreement has been stalled, de-
railed or simply never implemented. 

Mr. Speaker, it is almost 2 years now 
since Prime Minister Blair suspended 
the power-sharing government of 
Northern Ireland, and almost 10 
months have passed since elections 
were held in Northern Ireland to the 
Belfast Assembly. However, the peace 
agreement remains stalled and no 
elected Assembly members have been 
permitted to take their seats. 

I believe it is essential that the Good 
Friday Accords be fully implemented 
for a true and lasting peace to be 
achieved in Northern Ireland. The As-
sembly must be reinstated imme-
diately and let the process continue. 

Later this week, we see our best op-
portunity for the reimplementation of 
these Accords. 

All the parties to the agreement, in-
cluding Sinn Fein, the DUP, and Prime 
Ministers Blair and Ahern, are set to 
meet at Leeds Castle to try and work 
out a solution to reinstate the Belfast 
Assembly and get the Good Friday 
Agreement back on track. 

Recently, Prime Minister Blair was 
quoted in press reports stating that 
this may be the last chance to save the 
Good Friday Accords. Also, rumors are 
circulating that if an agreement is not 
made at Leeds, Prime Minister Blair 
will return Northern Ireland to direct 
rule of the British Government. 

Mr. Speaker, this is simply unaccept-
able. While I agree that a solution 
must be found to reinstate the Accords, 
I think Prime Minister Blair’s words 
may be too harsh. We cannot allow 
these monumental Accords to be just 
discarded. Too much hard work and ne-
gotiation has gone into the process, 
and we are too close to a final peace to 
just throw it all away. 

However, the negotiations at Leeds 
do give me great hope. Having all par-
ties at the same table in a formal set-
ting with only peace as a priority is 
the most positive development since 
the elections were announced more 
than a year ago. 
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Now it is up to Prime Ministers Blair 
and Ahern to force the hand of Rev-
erend Paisley and the DUP, the Demo-
cratic Union Party, ensuring that any 
deal brokered is in fact in good faith. 
Ian Paisley and the DUP have been 
holding the peace agreement in North-
ern Ireland hostage for too long. All 
other parties are ready to reinstate the 
Assembly and the Good Friday Ac-
cords. Blair and Ahern cannot allow 
this radical party to continue to halt 
the peace process. 

I am concerned if Prime Minister 
Blair does not keep the DUP in check 
during these negotiations, the Good 
Friday Accords will fall by the way-
side. 

Mr. Speaker, while the DUP is a 
major political party in Northern Ire-
land, their constituency is not so large 
that they should be able to stop the 
peace from progressing. I want to re-
mind Mr. Blair that he has the ability 
and the means to implement the Ac-
cords with or without the cooperation 
of Reverend Paisley and the DUP. The 
Good Friday Accords have been ap-
proved by the voters of Northern Ire-
land, Great Britain, and the Republic 
of Ireland. Prime Ministers Blair and 
Ahern have a responsibility to exercise 
the people’s will. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would say 
that the Good Friday Accords are the 
vehicle to peace, and no matter the cir-
cumstance, the leaders in Great Brit-
ain, Northern Ireland, and the Republic 
of Ireland should not walk away from 
the process. We are too close to peace 
to let it all fall apart. 
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