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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Members are advised there 
are 2 minutes remaining in this vote. 

b 1619 

Mr. DEMINT changed his vote from 
‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the joint resolution was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FOLEY). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair will postpone further 
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote 
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on 
which the vote is objected to under 
clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken tomorrow. 

f 

WELFARE REFORM EXTENSION 
ACT, PART VIII 

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5149) to reauthorize the Tem-
porary Assistance For Needy Families 
block grant program through March 31, 
2005, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 5149 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Welfare Re-
form Extension Act, Part VIII’’. 
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF THE TEMPORARY ASSIST-

ANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES BLOCK 
GRANT PROGRAM THROUGH MARCH 
31, 2005. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Activities authorized by 
part A of title IV of the Social Security Act, 
and by sections 510, 1108(b), and 1925 of such 
Act, shall continue through March 31, 2005, 

in the manner authorized for fiscal year 2004, 
notwithstanding section 1902(e)(1)(A) of such 
Act, and out of any money in the Treasury of 
the United States not otherwise appro-
priated, there are hereby appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary for such purpose. 
Grants and payments may be made pursuant 
to this authority through the second quarter 
of fiscal year 2005 at the level provided for 
such activities through the second quarter of 
fiscal year 2004. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) SUPPLEMENTAL GRANTS FOR POPULATION 

INCREASES IN CERTAIN STATES.—Section 
403(a)(3)(H)(ii) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 603(a)(3)(H)(ii)) is amended by striking 
‘‘September 30, 2004’’ and inserting ‘‘March 
31, 2005’’. 

(2) CONTINGENCY FUND.—Section 
403(b)(3)(C)(ii) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 
603(b)(3)(C)(ii)) is amended by striking ‘‘2004’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2005’’. 

(3) MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT.—Section 
409(a)(7) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 609(a)(7)) is 
amended— 

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘or 
2005’’ and inserting ‘‘2005, or 2006’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B)(ii), by striking 
‘‘2004’’ and inserting ‘‘2005’’. 
SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF THE NATIONAL RANDOM 

SAMPLE STUDY OF CHILD WELFARE 
AND CHILD WELFARE WAIVER AU-
THORITY THROUGH MARCH 31, 2005. 

Activities authorized by sections 429A and 
1130(a) of the Social Security Act shall con-
tinue through March 31, 2005, in the manner 
authorized for fiscal year 2004, and out of any 
money in the Treasury of the United States 
not otherwise appropriated, there are hereby 
appropriated such sums as may be necessary 
for such purpose. Grants and payments may 
be made pursuant to this authority through 
the second quarter of fiscal year 2005 at the 
level provided for such activities through the 
second quarter of fiscal year 2004. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. HERGER) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California (Mr. HERGER). 

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume, 
and I rise today in support of H.R. 5149, 
the Welfare Reform Extension Act, 
Part VIII. Why Part VIII? Because, un-
fortunately, we are here again for the 
eighth time to pass short-term legisla-
tion that simply continues the status 
quo for one of our most important so-
cial assistance programs. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill will continue 
funding for the Temporary Assistance 
For Needy Families program and other 
related programs that assist low-in-
come families through March 31, 2005. I 
support this legislation, but as I have 
said before and will say again today, I 
wish we were here today to vote on 
comprehensive, forward-looking legis-
lation like the House has already ap-
proved and the President has sup-
ported. 

In his convention speech, President 
Bush said, ‘‘Because family and work 
are sources of stability and dignity, I 
support welfare reform that strength-
ens family and requires work.’’ In his 
call for more work and stronger fami-
lies, House Republicans stand with the 
President. That is why we approved 
comprehensive welfare reform legisla-

tion twice in the last 2 years, bills that 
promote more work and stronger fami-
lies. 

Unfortunately, the other body has 
not yet passed its own bill, and many 
on the other side of the aisle continue 
to oppose more welfare reforms de-
signed to promote work and reduce de-
pendence and poverty. Why do some 
continue to ignore the three over-
whelming lessons of the 1996 welfare re-
form law? 

Lesson one: Real welfare reform 
means more work, less dependence, and 
less poverty. 

Lesson two: Real welfare reform 
means stronger families and more 
healthy marriages, improving chil-
dren’s prospects for the future. 

Lesson three: Real welfare reform 
frees up money from welfare checks 
that is better spent on services like 
child care so families can support 
themselves. 

Perhaps one reason for the Demo-
crats’ opposition to more welfare re-
form is that many on that side of the 
aisle opposed real welfare reform all 
along. Since Congress started voting on 
welfare reform bills in the mid-1990s, 
there have been eight major votes in 
this House. During that time, Demo-
crats collectively registered 1,392 votes 
against welfare reform and only 188 
votes for it. Eighty-eight percent of the 
time congressional Democrats have op-
posed welfare reform bills. Half of the 
Democrats even opposed the landmark 
1996 welfare reform law. On those same 
votes, an overwhelming 98 percent of 
the Republicans supported welfare re-
form. 

The debate in the past 2 years has 
been a reminder of what we saw in the 
mid-1990s. Whatever their reasons, 
whether it is because they oppose re-
quiring a 40-hour work week of welfare 
recipients, like other American fami-
lies, or they oppose promoting stronger 
families and healthy marriages, or in-
sist on billions more in welfare spend-
ing despite the reduced caseload, some 
have consistently opposed meaningful 
updates to welfare reform. That is de-
spite the obvious success of welfare re-
form since 1996, and despite the obvious 
need to make adjustments that would 
help the 2 million families still on wel-
fare achieve independence and better 
lives. 

That is precisely what the legislation 
passed by the House twice, and sup-
ported by the President, achieves. 
Those who oppose this legislation also 
continue to ignore letters from the 
States urging forward movement on a 
long-term authorization. Most re-
cently, the State of New York sent a 
letter to their Members in the other 
body and said, ‘‘In these very difficult 
budget cycles, delaying TANF reau-
thorization until the next congres-
sional session will certainly jeopardize 
the current block grant funding level 
of $16.5 billion currently maintained in 
both the House and Senate bills, and 
the Senate-passed $7 billion child care 
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