October 6, 2004

The leadership of this House, which
refuses to bring up this popular legisla-
tion for a vote, is sentencing millions
of Americans to joblessness and under-
employment. Mental illnesses are
treatable and individuals with mental
illnesses are frequently able to hold
down good jobs as productive members
of society, but only if they are treated.

As the Chicago Tribune reported sev-
eral years ago, employees who are de-
pressed are twice as likely to take time
off for health reasons as employees who
are not depressed and are seven times
more likely to be less productive on
the job.

President Bush’s New Freedom Com-
mission on Mental Health found a
shocking 90 percent unemployment
rate among individuals with serious
mental illnesses, while also finding
that most of them could work with just
modest supports.

The American Dream is not just for
those lucky enough to live free of dis-
ease and disability. During this mental
health awareness week, I call on this
House to finally at long last pass men-
tal health parity.
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DISASTER RELIEF

(Mr. HASTINGS of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, later today we will take up
the Emergency Supplemental Appro-
priations Act for the year 2005. It is a
help, but it is simply not enough. From
today’s newspapers, we learn that the
four hurricanes which struck over 6
weeks have wiped out thousands of jobs
and billions of dollars’ worth of prop-
erty. Economists estimate that that is
the case.

The hurricanes caused parts of 10
eastern States from Florida to
Vermont to be declared Federal dis-
aster areas. The storms destroyed or
seriously damaged many hotels, res-
taurants, stores, factories and other
businesses while temporarily closing
seaports, harbors, theme parks and
other tourist destinations. Insurance
payments will be as much as $23 bil-
lion.

I call on the House of Representa-
tives to get past this set of disasters
and realize that there will be others,
and to establish in this Congress a dis-
aster relief fund and a separate juris-
diction dealing specifically with dis-
aster relief from drought to fires, to
storms, to earthquakes and whatever
may occur in our Nation.

———

IRAQI ARMS THREAT

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, today’s
Washington Post reports that at the
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time this administration brought us to
war in Iraq, Saddam Hussein posed not
the gathering threat that President
Bush and Vice President CHENEY con-
tinue to claim he was, but rather, a di-
minishing one.

The findings of the chief U.S. weap-
ons inspector in Iraq are but one more
example of a President and a Vice
President intent on misleading the
American people into war and blind to
the realities of Iraq today. This comes
one day after the startling admission
by the former head of the Coalition
Provisional Authority in Iraq, Paul
Bremer, that we did not have enough
troops on the ground after the invasion
to guard sensitive areas like weapons
stockpiles. Today, those very weapons
are being used against our troops by
militants and by terrorists.

At every step of the way, deter-
mining the threat level posed by Sad-
dam, how much the war would cost,
how many casualties America would
bear, George Bush and DICK CHENEY
have been consistent, consistently
wrong. As we saw last night and last
Thursday in the debates, George Bush
and DICK CHENEY are incapable of fix-
ing Iraq because they refuse to see the
mess that they have created there.

They refuse to see the mess that they
have created in the U.S. economy.

The American people? They see it
every single day.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ISAKSON). The Chair must remind all
Members that remarks in debate may
not engage in personalities toward the
President and the Vice President or the
acknowledged candidates for those of-
fices. Policies may be addressed in crit-
ical terms, but personal references of
an offensive or accusatory nature are
not proper.

———

READY FOR CHANGE

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
must confess that I am not surprised
that the Vice President did not know
that he knew Senator EDWARDS, be-
cause it seems to me that there are a
lot of things that they know but do not
say.

They did not know that there were
no weapons of mass destruction in Iraq,
but we went to war anyway. They did
not know that trickle-down would not
solve the Nation’s economic problems.
They promote it anyway. They did not
know that senior citizens need a real
prescription drug program, but they
sham it anyway.

They may not know that the Amer-
ican people are ready for change, but
they are, and we shall see in a little
bit.

H8175

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 5107, JUSTICE FOR ALL
ACT OF 2004

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 823 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 823

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 5107) to protect
crime victims’ rights, to eliminate the sub-
stantial backlog of DNA samples collected
from crime scenes and convicted offenders,
to improve and expand the DNA testing ca-
pacity of Federal, State, and local crime lab-
oratories, to increase research and develop-
ment of new DNA testing technologies, to
develop new training programs regarding the
collection and use of DNA evidence, to pro-
vide post-conviction testing of DNA evidence
to exonerate the innocent, to improve the
performance of counsel in State capital
cases, and for other purposes. The bill shall
be considered as read for amendment. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and on any amendment
thereto to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate on the
bill equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on the Judiciary; (2) the
amendment printed in the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules accompanying this resolu-
tion, if offered by Representative Sensen-
brenner of Wisconsin or his designee, which
shall be in order without intervention of any
point of order or demand for division of the
question, shall be considered as read, and
shall be separately debatable for twenty
minutes equally divided and controlled by
the proponent and an opponent; and (3) one
motion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina (Mrs.
MYRICK) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, this morning the Rules
Committee met and granted a modified
closed rule for H.R. 5107, the Justice for
All Act. The measure is a combination
of a House-passed bill, H.R. 3214, ex-
panding DNA testing to catch more
criminals and to allow wrongly con-
victed people a chance to prove their
innocence, and a Senate-passed bill, S.
2329, that improves victims’ rights.

I am also very pleased that the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER) included a manager’s amend-
ment to address Members’ concerns
and the Department of Justice, as well
as victims’ rights groups’ concerns.
H.R. 3214 passed the House in Novem-
ber, 2003, by a 357-67 margin. S. 2329
passed the Senate in April 2004 on a 96—
1 vote.

Regarding the crimes victims portion
of this bill, the legislation seeks to
remedy the apparent disparity between
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