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CHCs would collapse. Many are already suf-
fering from inadequate or irregular Medicaid
funding, as states slash their budget expendi-
tures and seek cost-saving Medicaid waivers
that, for instance, allow them to cap the num-
ber of enrollees. To empower CHCs to func-
tion at their full potential, we must ensure that
the Medicaid program is secure and well-fund-
ed. The federal government has a moral obli-
gation to support the life-saving work of com-
munity health centers.

———

ON THE PASSING OF RUNNING
LEGEND, JOHNNY KELLY

HON. WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 7, 2004

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, there are few
athletes whose names evoke instant recogni-
tion and respect with their sport. Johnny Kelly
was such a man. Dubbed the “Runner of the
Century,” he was a three time Olympic ath-
lete, he ran the Boston Marathon 58 times
(winning it twice) and was a frequent partici-
pant in the Cape Cod Marathon and Falmouth
Road Race. A 1999 inductee in the Running
Hall of Fame, Kelly carried the Olympic torch
and served as a goodwill ambassador for the
sport he so loved. He ran with greats like
Jesse Owens and Stylianos Kyriakides.

Johnny Kelly was one of the Common-
wealth’s favorite sons—and in his time, a liv-
ing legend.

His passing at the age of 97, means that for
generations of Bay Staters a familiar figure will
not be at this year's Boston Marathon serving
as Grand Marshal. But his inspiring story will
live on. On the course, at the base of the third
hill in Newton, a statue depicts a 27-year-old
Kelley winning in 1935 and clasping hands
with an older Kelley finishing in 1991 at 83. A
fitting tribute to a man that reminded us all
that the spirit of competition isn’t just for the
young, but the young at heart.

| commend to my colleagues the following
Cape Cod Times commentary on the passing
of this truly great American.

[From the Cape Code Times]
TwO-TIME BOSTON MARATHON CHAMP JOHNNY
KELLEY DEAD AT 97
(By Bill Higgins)

Johnny Kelley, one of the most celebrated
and decorated distance runners ever, and a
name synonymous with the rich history of
the Boston Marathon, died Wednesday night.
He was 97.

Kelley won Boston twice and was woven
into the fabric of the event by running the
race 61 times, finishing the 26.2 miles from
Hopkinton to Boston 58 times.

Kelley last ran Boston in 1992 at the age of
84 and then presided over the race as its
grand marshal. His impact on the marathon
was such that there is a statue of him on the
course with two Kelleys depicted, one young,
one old, running hand-in-hand across the fin-
ish line.

Kelley died only hours after leaving his
home in East Dennis and moving to the
Windsor Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center in South Yarmouth.

Kelley was a member of three Halls of
Fame and a member of three U.S. Olympic
teams. He was inducted into the USA Track
and Field Hall of Fame in 1980, the first
marathoner so honored. The selection com-
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mittee waived the requirement stipulating
that an athlete be retired for at least five
years because, they reasoned, Kelley would
never retire from running.

Runner’s World magazine named Kelley its
“Runner of the Century’ for his contribu-
tions to the sport.

‘“Johnny was an icon for all of running, not
only the Boston Marathon,” said Guy L.
Morse III of Centerville, executive director
of the Boston Athletic Association, the
race’s organizer. ‘‘He preached his gospel of
health and fitness and was an inspiration to
everyone. ‘Young at Heart’; wasn’t just his
favorite song or the title of his book. It was
the way he lived.”

Born Sept. 6, 1907, John Adelbert Kelley
was the oldest of five boys and five girls
growing up in Medford. He ran track first at
Medford High School, and later at Arlington
High School after the family moved to the
nearby town.

Kelley ran his first Boston in 1928 and,
ironically, dropped out. He failed to finish
again in 1932, but he finally got the hang of
the marathon. He won his first Boston in 1935
and won again in 1945.

He also finished second seven times and
one of Boston’s famous landmarks, ‘‘Heart-
break Hill,” was named for Kelley. In 1936
Kelley, thinking that race leader Ellison
“Tarzan’ Brown had exhausted himself by
the last of a series of hills in Newton around
20 miles, patted Brown on the back while
taking the lead. Incensed by this gesture,
Brown soon regained the lead and went on to
win. Kelley, heartbroken, faded to fifth.

Kelley finished 18th in the marathon at the
1936 Berlin Olympics. He made the Olympic
team again in 1940, but the games were can-
celed because of World War II. In the 1948
London Olympics, he finished 21st at age 40.

In 1942, Kelley’s wife of three years, Mary,
died of cancer and he was soon drafted into
the U.S. Army. Private John Kelley came up
from Alabama’s Fort McClellan for the 1943
Boston Marathon, where his time of 2:30:00,
his fastest ever at Boston, left him second
again.

Another second place followed in 1944. But
in 1945, a decade after his first win in Boston,
Kelley won again at 37 in 2:30:40.

In 1993, the statue ‘“Young at Heart” was
dedicated in honor of Kelley at the base of
Heartbreak Hill. The statue depicts a 27-
year-old Kelley winning in 1935 and clasping
hands with an older Kelley finishing in 1991
at 83.

“I’ve had all kinds of citations and awards,
but this is just unbelievable,”” Kelley said at
the dedication.

“I've had a love affair with the marathon
all my life,” said Kelley, ‘‘and now, I guess,
this means I'1l always be a part of it.”

Each Memorial Day weekend, races are
held in Kelley’s honor in Hyannis, with pro-
ceeds benefiting Cape Cod Hospital, his fa-
vorite charity.

Bill Rodgers, a four-time Boston Marathon
champion, always called Kelley one of the
greatest athletes of the 20th century.

‘“When you think about it, who has done as
much as John?”’ Rodgers said. ‘‘Some people
say Jesse Owens or Jim Thorpe were the
greatest ever, but for me, it’s Johnny Kelley.
Everyone makes lists for the best this, the
greatest that. Johnny’s on mine. He’s my
hero.”
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS SPORT AND
EMPOWERMENT ACT OF 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in
strong support of this legislation honoring Spe-
cial Olympics. | thank my good friend the Ma-
jority Whip for introducing this legislation. For
over thirty years Special Olympics has played
an important role in the lives of some very
special individuals with intellectual disabilities.
Special Olympics offer a platform of personal
improvement while also fostering a spirit of ca-
maraderie in competition.

Competition and sports teach us very impor-
tant lessons about dedication, determination,
responsibility, pride and team work or self-suf-
ficiency, as the case may be. | believe that
many of my colleagues in this body learned
formative lessons through athletic competition,
and | believe that—as the Special Olympics
philosophy also articulates—lessons learned in
sport and competition shape productive citi-
zens.

In recognizing Special Olympics, | believe
that we must also recognize the Shriver family
for their role in envisioning the games and al-
lowing them to become what they are today.
According to the Special Olympics Web site,
the Games have grown from the original 35
participants at Camp Shriver in Rockville,
Maryland into a 1.4 million athlete, multi-na-
tional movement.

The bill we are considering today is entitled
the Special Olympics Sport and Empowerment
Act. The title is fitting because of the bill’s four
purposes: providing support to Special Olym-
pics to increase athlete participation and pub-
lic awareness, dispelling negative stereotypes
about people with intellectual disabilities, build-
ing athlete and family involvement through
sport, and promoting the gifts of people with
intellectual disabilities.

As a long time supporter of Special Olym-
pics, | am honored to be a cosponsor of this
legislation. | am also pleased that Ames, lowa
will be a direct beneficiary of this bill. The in-
augural Special Olympics U.S. National
Games will be held in my district in Ames,
lowa. This tremendous event will take place
from July 3-9, 2006 and is expected to bring
4,000 athletes from all fifty states, over 1,000
coaches, and 9,000 family members and
friends to the Ames area. Volunteers are ex-
pected to number nearly 10,000.

| believe that this forward looking bill is very
worthy of our support and | would ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Special Olym-
pics.

——————

THETA TAU PROFESSIONAL
ENGINEERING FRATERNITY

HON. CLIFF STEARNS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 7, 2004
Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, the Theta Tau

Professional Engineering Fraternity was found-
ed at the University of Minnesota in 1904 and
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