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Many Lumbee Indians have served our Na-

tion with distinction, such as Rear Admiral Mi-
chael Holmes, who hails from my hometown 
of Lumberton and who is the first Native 
American to become an admiral in the U.S. 
Navy. I visited with Admiral Holmes in Europe 
last year, as I did with Army Specialist Jona-
than Brooks of Pembroke, who also is from 
Robeson County. These gentlemen are just 
two of the many Lumbees serving our country. 
Lumbee veterans also serve on my Seventh 
Congressional District Advisory Committee on 
Military and Veterans Affairs. 

In addition to the Lumbee Tribe, I also rep-
resent two other tribes—the Coharie Tribe, 
which has a tribal membership of more than 
2,400, and the Waccamaw-Siouan Tribe, 
which consists of a membership of approxi-
mately 2,000. Members of each of these tribes 
have served honorably in the military. For ex-
ample, the Coharie Tribal Chief, Mr. Gene 
Faircloth, is a Vietnam combat veteran and 
served in the U.S. Marine Corps for 6 years. 
And, approximately 100 members of the 
Waccamaw-Siouan Tribe have served honor-
ably in conflicts since World War II. Unfortu-
nately, on October 2, 2004, the Waccamaw- 
Siouan Tribe lost one of its esteemed mem-
bers, Mr. Ernest Sylvester ‘‘E.S.’’ Jacobs, who 
valiantly served in the U.S. Armed Forces dur-
ing World War II. 

I am proud of the contributions that all Na-
tive Americans, including those that make up 
the Lumbee, Coharie and Waccamaw-Siouan 
Tribes, have made to our great country, and I 
applaud them for their rich tradition of 
strength, wisdom, commitment and service. I 
commend them and all those in uniform who 
have volunteered to defend the rights and 
freedoms that we all hold dear. May God 
bless each of them and their families as they 
continue to serve valiantly our country. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF DR. RICHARD 
GROSSMAN 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Dr. Richard Grossman for his 
devoted efforts to improving the lives of burn 
victims in the San Fernando Valley and the 
Nation. 

Dr. Grossman is an ally to firefighters, chil-
dren, and those who have sustained burn inju-
ries. He brings hope, comfort, and life into sit-
uations where they might otherwise seem non-
existent. 

Dr. Grossman is board certified in both gen-
eral surgery and plastic surgery. He holds 
membership in numerous societies, including 
the American Burn Association, the American 
Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery, the 
American Society of Plastic and Reconstruc-
tive Surgery, the California Medical Associa-
tion, the San Fernando Valley Surgical Soci-
ety, and the International Society for Burn Vic-
tims. He has been president of the Los Ange-
les Society of Plastic Surgeons. He has been 
also associated with a number of other organi-
zations including the Foundation for Burn Re-
search, the Los Angeles Society of Plastic 
Surgeons, the National Coalition of Burn Cen-
ter Hospitals, the American College of 

Hyperbaric Medicine, and the Alisa Ann Ruch 
Foundation. In addition, he serves as Director 
of the Grossman Burn Center, Director of the 
Grossman Burn Unit, and Director of Re-
search-Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy. 

His past involvement with the California 
Health Care Commission and a Judicial Nomi-
nation Evaluation Commission to the State Bar 
Association demonstrates Dr. Grossman’s 
commitment to civic duty. In 1994, he was 
named Honorary Fire Chief for the City of Los 
Angeles, and was inducted into the California 
Department of Firefighters’ Hall of Fame. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Grossman is a compas-
sionate and sympathetic man, which is evident 
through his work with San Fernando Valley 
firefighters. His expert care of burn-injured fire-
fighters is indispensable. He is actively in-
volved in developing training programs for the 
care of burn injuries. Please join me in recog-
nizing Dr. Richard Grossman, a distinguished 
physician who has made it possible for many 
burn victims to triumph over their injuries. His 
dedication and expertise provide comfort and 
life to many. 
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Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce a bill that will provide important in-
centives for farmers and landowners across 
the country to invest in the construction of re-
newable fuels facilities. 

This bill, called the Renewable Energy Fi-
nancing Incentive (REFI) Act is a carefully 
crafted piece of legislation that would give 
landowners in South Dakota and across the 
country additional tax planning tools when 
they chose to dispose of real property. At the 
same time, it would encourage investment in 
renewable fuel production facilities. 

Throughout the United States, the ethanol 
industry is growing at an impressive rate. In 
fact, over the past several decades, it has 
been one of the most dramatic success stories 
in manufacturing in this country. 

In 1980, there were only 175 million gallons 
of ethanol produced in the United States. In 
2004, we will produce more than 3.1 billion 
gallons of ethanol in 74 different processing 
facilities. In addition, dozens of new plants are 
either under construction or in meaningful 
planning stages across the country. According 
to industry sources, 30 percent of all gasoline 
sold in the United States this year will be 
blended with ethanol. That is an impressive 
record of growth. 

Even more significant, much of this growth 
is driven by the agricultural producers who ac-
tually grow the primary feedstock. In dozens of 
instances, corn farmers and other agricultural 
producers have banded together to form co-
operatives and other ventures that produce 
ethanol. This has the double benefit of in-
creasing the compensation they receive for 
the corn they grow and also providing them 
with income from the ethanol and the byprod-
ucts these facilities produce. 

This cooperative formula is one of the few 
tools that have driven real economic develop-
ment in rural counties throughout the heart-

land in recent years. This legislation would 
provide additional incentives and tools to fur-
ther promote this development. It would allow 
owners of real property to avoid capital gains 
upon the sale of that property, provided they 
then invest those proceeds into a qualifying 
renewable fuels facility. 

This bill will provide several benefits 
throughout rural America and across the coun-
try. It will help farmers and ranchers diversify 
their operations through investment in value- 
added agriculture. It will extend to all land-
owners an additional option when they seek to 
sell their real property. Often, in my part of the 
country, older individuals are forced to sell 
their property as they retire from farming and 
ranching. They then must invest their pro-
ceeds from this sale in order to provide them-
selves a retirement income. This bill will en-
able them to avoid capital gains taxes and 
provide them with an equity stake in a bur-
geoning industry. 

It also will provide a new revenue stream for 
the ethanol and other renewable fuel facilities 
that are in discussion and development stages 
today. This will, in turn, reduce our depend-
ence on foreign sources of oil, promote in-
creased use of clean-burning renewable ener-
gies, and provide new economic growth op-
portunities throughout rural America. I urge my 
colleagues to support this legislation and yield 
back the balance of my time. 
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HONORING ROBERT PARKER 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 8, 2004 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to pay tribute to one of the most prolific 
and respected wine writers in the history of 
our Nation, if not the entire world. It is only fit-
ting that we recognize the distinguished career 
of Robert M. Parker, Jr. on this, the 25th anni-
versary of the first publication of his semi-
annual journal, the Wine Advocate. 

On October 22 and 23, 2004, the world-re-
nowned Culinary Institute of America (C.I.A.) 
will host a gala weekend of events to honor 
the long career of Mr. Parker. I can think of no 
better place than the C.I.A. to have such an 
event, given all that Mr. Parker has done to 
further the enjoyment of fine wine and good 
food. 

Robert Parker was born in Baltimore, Mary-
land in 1947. The first 30 years of his life were 
filled with college, law school and a 10-year 
career in corporate America. In August of 
1978, the Wine Advocate was born with less 
than 600 subscribers. Today, the Wine Advo-
cate has over 40,000 subscribers in all 50 
states and 37 countries around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, over the course of 25 years of 
writing his newsletter, Mr. Parker has become 
known as one of the world’s foremost experts 
on wine. Mr. Parker pioneered an innovative 
approach to wine criticism. Rather than limiting 
his ratings to a letter scale or a scale of 1–10, 
Mr. Parker rates wine on a scale of 50–100. 
This scale has become a widely accepted 
method of reviewing wines. 

However, Mr. Parker’s rating scale only ac-
counts for a small portion of his wine reviews. 
Mr. Parker compiles extensive tasting notes 
highlighting each aspect of the wines he re-
views. He is known for pinpointing the color, 
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