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adviser as we have worked through this
buyout.

At a young age, David began working
on his family’s tobacco farm in John-
ston County, NC. He understands the
stress that tobacco farmers have been
under, and he has labored tirelessly to
get us to this day.

I made the buyout a top priority
when I arrived in the Senate because
our tobacco-producing communities
have suffered terribly—terribly—in re-
cent years. The rigid Government pro-
gram created in the 1930s was not de-
signed for the intense world competi-
tion of today. It was not designed to
withstand the consequences of the mas-
ter settlement agreement.

In past years, our farmers led the
world in tobacco production. Now they
account for only 7 percent of flue-cured
tobacco sold worldwide. The time has
come to end the last of the Depression-
era farm programs. Our farmers want
to operate in a free market.

As the U.S. market share of tobacco
has slipped, the quota system, with its
price supports, kept U.S. producer
costs artificially high. These high
prices led to tobacco imports from
lower cost countries, such as Brazil and
China. Under the current tobacco pro-
gram formula, the decline in demand
for American tobacco produced a cut in
quota, the amount of tobacco a farmer
can grow and sell.

In just the last 5 years, the tobacco
quota has been cut almost 60 percent.
That is the equivalent of cutting your
paycheck by 60 percent. There is not a
business in America that would not
take a serious hit with a 60-percent cut
in revenue. And according to agricul-
tural economists, these farm families
were about to get an additional 33-per-
cent cut in quota for the 2005 crop-
year. These cuts have had profound im-
pacts on North Carolina’s tobacco com-
munities. For almost 70 years, the U.S.
Government-issued tobacco quota was
something you could take to the bank,
literally.

Under permanent law, they could ex-
pect a yearly return on investment.
Farmers used it as collateral for loans
in order to put the next year’s crop in
the field. Families handed quota down
from generation to generation. That
paid the death tax as part of keeping
family farms alive. Widows have count-
ed on quota as an investment to sup-
plement their Social Security.

By buying out these quota holders,
we give families the option of retiring
with dignity. We give them the ability
to pay off the banks for loans made
against an ever-shrinking collateral.
By getting the buyout done before the
next quota cut, literally thousands of
families in rural North Carolina will be
saved from bankruptcy.

Rather than having to quit the farm,
this buyout gives our farmers the abil-
ity to compete in the free market, and
if farmers want to continue to grow
leaf, they can compete worldwide with-
out the artificial cost increase.

Many will also use this opportunity
to invest in new equipment and transi-
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tion to other crops. This tobacco
buyout will help not only the farmers
and their families, but their hard-
pressed communities. It is the retail-
ers, equipment dealers, chemical and
fertilizer dealers, and a whole array of
small local businesses that will also
benefit from the tobacco buyout. These
are the very small businesses that cre-
ate the majority of new jobs in to-
bacco-producing States—jobs that are
much needed.

With our action today, we come to
the end of an era in tobacco policy. We
stop conceding tobacco production to
countries such as China and Brazil. We
stop foreclosures to thousands of farm-
ers, and we stop the negative economic
ripple effect throughout rural commu-
nities in the Southeastern States. For
that, we can all be extremely proud.

To those who have worked so hard on
the tobacco quota buyout, on behalf of
the thousands of farm families in
North Carolina and throughout the
Southeast, a heartfelt thank you. What
has been accomplished is a legislative
miracle and a monumental achieve-
ment. It has been a great privilege to
work with you.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CORNYN). The Senator from Massachu-
setts.

Mr. KENNEDY. I ask the Chair—I be-
lieve I have 30 minutes—when I have 2
minutes left to notify me.

————

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER REEVE

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I join
with others in the Senate to say it is
with deep sorrow I note the death of
Christopher Reeve. Christopher set a
wonderful example of courage and per-
severance for men and women all over
this country who are afflicted by dis-
abilities, and particularly those who
have spinal cord injuries.

Christopher never gave up hope that
eventually he could be cured. He
worked hard to keep his body in the
best shape possible to prepare for the
day when an effective treatment for his
injury would be available, and he
fought unceasingly to foster the sci-
entific research that offers hope and
help to millions of others afflicted with
severe injuries or dreaded disease.

He was particularly involved in the
battle for stem cell research because he
saw it as the best opportunity for cur-
ing not only his injury but also a host
of other diseases from Parkinson’s and
diabetes to heart disease. This election
is critical in achieving Christopher
Reeve’s vision because only one can-
didate for President, JOHN KERRY, is
committed not only to stem cell re-
search but to good science generally,
science not constrained by ideology or
partisanship.

I am going to come back to this sub-
ject matter in just a moment.

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

OVERTIME PROTECTIONS
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I take
note that the Senate, a little while
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ago, for the fourth time, passed the
overtime protections bill yesterday.
This is the same bill the House has al-
ready passed twice. So I hope they act
as soon as possible on the bill we sent
them yesterday. There is no reason we
cannot get the discharge petition in
the House of Representatives on that
and also the provisions that we passed
on FDA protections for children.

I hope President Bush is listening to
the bipartisan majorities in the House
and Senate who repeatedly tell him to
repeal those parts of his regulation on
overtime that take away pay for hard-
working, middle-class Americans.

———

FSC/ETI

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, on the
FSC legislation that was just passed, I
want to say a few words. The American
middle class is the heart and soul of
our country, but you would never know
it from the FSC bill. We should be
helping middle-class families, not hurt-
ing them, but this bill uses your taxes
to ship your jobs overseas. It allows
President Bush to cut your overtime
pay, and it allows big tobacco compa-
nies to market cigarettes to your chil-
dren.

On issue after issue in this legisla-
tion, elite corporate interests are the
winners at the expense of average
Americans. If the middle class is the
backbone of America, then this bill is
contrary to American values. And if
President Bush really cared about the
middle class instead of just big cor-
porations, he would veto this bill when
it comes to his desk.

EDUCATION

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, on an-
other matter, President Bush may be
leaving 5 million children behind in our
schools, but he is sparing no expense in
a national campaign to cover up the
failures of his administration on public
school reform. Somehow the Bush ad-
ministration can never find the money
in the budget to hire and train teachers
to help failing schools to expand after-
school programs. But when it comes to
politics and PR campaigns, he can find
thousands and thousands of your tax
dollars for White House propaganda. In
a line that President Reagan made fa-
mous: There you go again.

They use taxpayers dollars to
produce political ads for their bad
Medicare bill, and they are doing it
again with their failed education pro-
gram.

I refer to the October 11 AP story by
the education writer, Ben Feller. He
writes:

The Bush administration has promoted its
education law with a video that comes across
as a news story but fails to make clear the
reporter involved was paid with taxpayer
money. The Government used a similar ap-
proach this year in promoting the new Medi-
care law and drew a rebuke from the inves-
tigative arm of Congress which found that
the videos amounted to propaganda in viola-
tion of Federal law.

That is why we ask Secretary Paige
to take this propaganda off the airways



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-15T13:14:35-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




