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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION—FRIEND
OR FOE?

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, a friend of
mine recently sent me an essay that his
granddaughter drafted for her college English
composition course on the issue of illegal im-
migration. | was thoroughly impressed upon
reading the article, written by a Ms. Karen
Berg—so much so that | have decided to in-
sert it into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD so that
other members might be able to review it. |
would encourage them all to do so, Mr.
Speaker, as it appears to me that this 19-year-
old woman has a better grasp of this issue
than many people—including opinion leaders
on the subject—that | have met.

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION—FRIEND OR FOE?

America, since its inception, has been
viewed as a land of opportunity for those
driven to find freedom from tyrannical rule,
as well as those seeking to expand their
wealth and influence. Today, little has
changed with these motivations but much
has changed in regard to the population, in-
frastructure, and perception regarding the
management of U.S. borders. This is a new
era, where immigration control needs to be
orchestrated more effectively than at any
other time in America’s history due to di-
minishing resources, threats of terrorism,
and the socio-economic imbalance that can
result from unregulated influx. In regard to
the later, it is believed that the immense and
continuing immigration from Mexico is the
single most immediate and most serious
challenge to America’s national identity.
Therefore, the question arises; what are the
true economic, social, and resultant political
impacts of immigration, and in particular
the unique issues and problems posed by con-
temporary Hispanic immigration.

When Vicente Fox was elected Mexican
President, he ended the Institutional Revolu-
tionary Party’s, or PRI’s, seventy-one year
monopoly on executive power, thereby ele-
vating hope for economic development (Wall
3). Fox promised Mexicans an employment
boost, as well as the eventual opening of the
U.S.-Mexican border. However, if employ-
ment opportunities increased, then the need
for migration would decrease (Wall 3). In
1994, the United States, Canada, and Mexico
implemented NAFTA, the North American
Free Trade Agreement. NAFTA promised
hundreds of thousands of new high-wage
jobs, an increase in living standards, im-
proved environmental conditions in the U.S.,
Canada, and Mexico, and transformation of
Mexico from a poor developing country into
a booming new market for U.S. exports (The
Mexican Economy, Agriculture and Environ-
ment 1). Mexicans were promised that
NAFTA would increase trade and investment
inflows which would in return create better
jobs, raise wages, and lift millions out of
poverty (The Mexican Economy, Agriculture
and Environment 2). Although NAFTA did
stimulate trade, economic growth did not
materialize. Fox had promised a 7 percent
per year economic growth, but two and a

half years after his inauguration, growth
averaged less than 1 percent (Faux 2). From
there, NAFTA concentrated economic
growth along Mexico’s northern border by
opening factories called maquiladoras, which
processed and assembled goods for the boom-
ing U.S. consumer market, thereby doubling
Mexican employment (Faux 3). But after the
U.S. economy slowed down in 2000, employ-
ment in maquiladoras decreased (Faux 3).
Since then, hope that NAFTA would enable
Mexican prosperity had vanished. Therefore,
Mexican workers who could not support
themselves in Mexico turned to the United
States for greater opportunities. Currently,
Fox is trying to convince U.S. President,
George W. Bush, to ‘‘liberalize migration,
create guest-worker programs, and provide
migrants with civil rights and social bene-
fits”” in order to encourage Mexican immi-
gration to the U.S. (Faux 4).

Debate over Mexican illegal immigration
to the United States consists of two opposing
sides. Supporters of illegal immigration be-
lieve it is not fair to prohibit immigrants
from entering the United States, since the
U.S. was founded by immigrants. Second, il-
legal immigrants take the low-paying jobs
other Americans are not willing to take.
They help the American economy because
the amount of skilled and unskilled workers
created by high levels of immigration con-
tributes to the nation’s prosperity (Masci 1).
Alan Greenspan, Federal Reserve Chairman,
states, ‘“As we are creating an ever more
complex, sophisticated, accelerating econ-
omy, the necessity to have the ability to
bring in . . . people from abroad to keep it
functioning in the most effective manner in-
creasingly strikes me as [sound] policy”’
(Masci 1). Greenspan reasons that immi-
grant’s work ethic and motivation make
them the cornerstones of America’s eco-
nomic prosperity. Finally, illegal immi-
grants provide cheap labor to employers,
thereby lowering the cost of goods and serv-
ices.

Opponents of Mexican illegal immigration
believe that even though the United States
was founded by immigrants, immigration of
the past is not the same as it is today. First,
Mexican immigrants are not here legally.
Second, most Mexicans do not take the dan-
gerous journey across the border to become
American citizens, but rather to help provide
for their families in Mexico. Also unlike
former immigrants, Mexican illegal immi-
grants are able to remain in contact with
their home localities because of the close
proximity of the two countries (Huntington
2). Opponents of illegal immigration also be-
lieve the United States doesn’t need a mil-
lion illegal immigrants each year to ensure a
strong economy. The majority of illegal im-
migrants are not well educated entre-
preneurs, but rather, ‘“‘poorly educated peo-
ple who take low-skilled jobs for little
money,” says Dan Stein, executive director
for the Federation for American Immigrant
Reform (Masci 1). Illegal immigration oppo-
nents also reject the argument that illegal
immigrants are willing to do the jobs that
most Americans wouldn’t do. In parts of the
country where there are small amounts of
immigrants, low wage jobs are filled by na-
tive born residents (Masci 1).

After analyzing the history, causes, and
contrasting sides of illegal immigration, one
might wonder if Mexican illegal immigration

hurts the United States. The conclusion
made, from extensive research in specific
areas, is Mexican illegal immigration is a
detriment to the United States. But, the rea-
sons why illegal immigration hurts the
United States still need to be addressed.

First, many discussions of immigration
fails to take into account the attitude to-
wards immigration in the sending countries.
For example, the Mexican media and polit-
ical elite portray the United States nega-
tively, and therefore dissention between the
two countries in regards to immigration is
amplified. Second, manipulation of Amer-
ican politics might occur through Mexican
immigrants that become influential in
American government. Third, if the United
States continues to allow illegal immigrants
to take advantage of government provided
benefits in states like California, there is a
possibility the entire country will have simi-
lar economic misfortunes in the future. Fi-
nally, since Mexican illegal immigrants have
monopolized specific areas of employment,
Americans have difficulty pursuing and ac-
quiring those jobs—especially with the pros-
pect of guest-worker programs which would
intensify their monopoly.

In Mexico, the media and political elite
pay close attention to illegal immigration to
the United States, and have created a one-
sided, unfavorable portrayal of the United
States. The United States’ attempts to con-
trol their borders are presented as ‘‘racist,
xenophobic, and anti Mexican” (Wall 1).
Mexican citizens even blame the U.S. for the
deaths of illegal aliens who die crossing the
border, and Mexican politicians have called
the U.S. border a ‘‘slaughterhouse, or mod-
ern Nazi zone” (Wall 1). In Mexico, all polit-
ical parties support immigration to the
United States, amnesty, and government
benefits for Mexicans in the United States,
regardless of migratory status (Wall 2). Com-
mon slogans Mexicans use to justify illegal
immigration are: ‘“‘Mexican illegal aliens are
not criminals, they only do the work the
gringos won’t do,” and ‘‘they are obliged to
cross the border’” (Wall 2). Because the Mexi-
can media and political elite portray illegal
immigration to the United States in this
manner, dissension between the two coun-
tries is amplified.

Throughout history, Mexican-Americans
had always been viewed as an embarrass-
ment. They were a sign of Mexico’s economic
failure, or ‘‘exiles who had thrown in the
towel” (Castaneda 2). The last president of
the PRI, Ernesto Zedillo, declared that, ‘“we
will not tolerate foreign forces dictating
laws to Mexicans,”” referring to Mexican im-
migrants in the United States (Wall 3). How-
ever, towards the end of the PRI’s reign,
Mexican-Americans became a sign of oppor-
tunity—an opportunity for the Mexican gov-
ernment to gain influence in the United
States over migration policy, and therefore
keep the gates open for continued immigra-
tion (Wall 3).

After Vicente Fox was elected, he stressed
a greater importance associated with Mexi-
can immigration to the United States. His
intentions are not only to govern Mexicans
resident in the United States, but also Amer-
ican citizens of Mexican ancestry (Wall 3). In
essence, Fox intends to manipulate Amer-
ican politics through Mexican immigrants
that become influential in the American
government. Thereby, naturalized American
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citizens’ political power could possibly be di-
luted, resulting in more favorable immigra-
tion and trade regulations for Mexico.

The state of California is already on its
way to bankruptcy, and the inability to con-
trol illegal immigration is doing more than
‘“‘some damage’ to the state’s weakening
budget (Coleman 1). More than half of the
Mexican undocumented workers do not have
taxes withheld from their wages, and are
able to take advantage of expensive tax-
payer-supported government benefits (Izumi
1). The result of this has escalated economic
troubles in California creating a ‘‘welfare
and healthcare state’” benefiting non-Califor-
nians (Coleman 1). According to the Auditor
General, Mexican illegal immigration costs
California taxpayers $3 billion annually
(Izumi 2). This cost estimate includes bene-
fits like education, health-care, social serv-
ices, and criminal justice.

If the United States allows this situation
to propagate to other states, the entire coun-
try will likely have similar economic misfor-
tunes as California. Evidence of this is al-
ready beginning to show. Harvard Professor
George Borjas claims illegal immigration
costs American taxpayers $133 billion annu-
ally just in wage depression and job loss
(Wooldridge 1).

Mexican illegal immigrants have monopo-
lized jobs that don’t require skilled labor—
through acceptance of low wages and ethnic
camaraderie—preventing unemployed Ameri-
cans from pursuing and acquiring those jobs.
Even though U.S. employers hire illegal im-
migrants for reduced wages, the average
American wage still exceeds the average
Mexican wage by a factor of ten—thereby
creating an incentive for Mexicans to find
jobs in the U.S. (‘“‘Wages and Poverty” 1).
Also, communities of legal immigrants cre-
ate immigration networks for illegal immi-
grants so they can conveniently enter the
United States, and find jobs and housing eas-
ily (‘‘Illegal Immigration’ 1). These com-
bined factors result in a situation where job
competition prevents Americans from ob-
taining jobs that don’t require skilled labor.

However, this monopoly could be intensi-
fied if the Bush administration follows
through with the implementation of guest-
worker programs. Under these programs, il-
legal immigrants would be granted a three-
year renewable permit allowing them legal
rights to work in the United States
(Eccleston 2). Guest-worker programs were
proposed in response to Vicente Fox’s re-
quest for legalizing Mexican immigrants in
the United States, and the assumed shortage
of unskilled workers—especially in agri-
culture (Briggs 2). However, Mark Krikorian
of The Washington Post, believes guest-
worker programs cause severe social and
economic problems for the U.S., as well as
pose a threat to America’s agricultural com-
petitiveness. ‘‘By artificially inflating the
supply of labor, the government’s inter-
ference in the labor market keeps wages low,
resulting in slowed mechanization, and stag-
nating productivity in fruit and vegetable
production” (1). Two reasons why guest-
worker programs intensify the monopoly il-
legal immigrants have on low paying-em-
ployment opportunities are: they increase
the amount of illegal immigrants to the
United States because many of the partici-
pants elect to stay in the U.S., and more ille-
gal immigrants are encouraged to come in
the hope that amnesty programs will be en-
acted again in the future (Briggs 2).

Throughout time, legal and illegal immi-
grants have crossed America’s border in
search of opportunity. Recently, however,
Mexican illegal immigrants are migrating to
the United States in increasingly larger
numbers in order to take advantage of the
opportunities America has to offer. The eco-
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nomic, social, and political results of illegal
immigration—in particular, the unique
issues and problems posed by contemporary
Hispanic immigration—are detrimental to
the United States.
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TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN AMO
HOUGHTON

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
the gentleman from New York, my colleague
in the New York delegation, AMO HOUGHTON.
After eighteen years of distinguished service,
AMO is leaving the Congress. AMO was widely
known as one of the most thoughtful and high-
ly regarded members in the House from both
sides of the aisle. He was also a tireless rep-

November 18, 2004

resentative for his constituents in the western
portion of upstate New York.

As the fifth-ranking Republican on the pow-
erful House Ways and Means Committee,
AMO has been an invaluable member for the
entire State of New York. After the tragedy
and destruction of September 11, 2001, AMO
was instrumental in enacting the Liberty Zone
Act, which provided $5 billion in tax breaks
and incentives to help New Yorkers rebuild
lower Manhattan.

He has also been a leader in furthering U.S.
diplomacy around the world. He is a member
of the International Relations Committee
where he is Vice Chairman of its Sub-
committee on Africa. He was appointed Co-
Chairman of the Canada—U.S. Inter-
parliamentary Group, serves as Chairman of
the U.S. delegation to the Asia Pacific Par-
liamentary Forum, and was appointed by
President George W. Bush to serve as the
Congressional Delegate to the 58th General
Assembly of the United Nations. Additionally,
he sponsored the Clean Diamond Trade Act,
which was signed into law last year. The bill
requires that the President ban the import of
rough diamonds coming from any country that
has not made an effort to control their trade in
diamonds in accordance with the internation-
ally negotiated “Kimberley Process.”

| would also like to recognize that AMO’s
service to our country goes all the way back
to his youth. At just 18 years old, he volun-
teered for service in the U.S. Marine Corps.
He was trained and deployed as part of a Ma-
rine Security Detachment on the cruiser USS
Macon in the Atlantic theater. HOUGHTON was
honorably discharged from the Marine Corps
as a Private First Class in 1945.

Mr. Speaker, | think the record is clear that
AMO HOUGHTON has been a devoted patriot
whose service will be missed by his constitu-
ents as well as all of us who had the pleasure
of working with him. We wish you all of the
best in the future.

——————

IN HONOR OF MR. PETE
MANETTO’S SERVICE TO OUR
NATION DURING D-DAY 1945

HON. JACK KINGSTON

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, Pete Manetto
served in 1st Signal Company, 1st Infantry Di-
vision, the Big Red One during the D-Day in-
vasion (Red One). He shares his D-Day
memories for the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD:

I remember the stormy sea at 0600, as I
climbed down the rope ladder of the U.S.S.
Chase. 1 struggled with my balance nearly
falling into the water, but managed to land
in the landing craft. The sight of the armada
on that morning was one of the most impres-
sive, that I could recall. I turned and caught
the sight of a nervous expression on the face
of the coxswain as he pushed away from the
beach. Shortly after this the craft was hit
with enemy fire.

There we were on the beach with no one in
control of us. We were met with the sight of
rows of dead GIs; among them was a member
of the MP, who I remember being very jovial
the night before. There were many who were
wounded, and the scene of the beach caused
fear to appear on the faces of many of my ac-
quaintances. I cannot remember being fired
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upon at this point, but remember one of my
company fellows, named Bush, going into the
water to retrieve some valuable equipment.

It was around noon when BG Andrews of
the 5th Artillery was passing the silent
88mm emplacement. The General was forced
to take shelter with a couple of GIs and my-
self, who were attached to the 36th infantry
unit. As the enemy fire rained down on our
position, SGT Tate, our wire chief sergeant,
spotted us and approached our position. We
were lying in front of our fox trench hole,
while SGT Tate was providing us with news,
encouragement, and instructions. Sergeant
Tate was not able to finish, because a tre-
mendous, noisy, whirlwind came upon us.
When I was able to recover, I noticed SGT
Tate on the ground in agony, after receiving
a wound just below the shoulder. We called
for medics and in minutes SGT Tate was
taken away. This was the last time I saw
SGT Tate during the war.

Shortly after this I was ordered to run my
assault wire to the Juno or English beach to
link up with the infantry. Along my way I
encountered more realities of the battle, I
saw a wounded pathfinder officer who was
comatose, and being cared for by two GIs. I
continued to move down the beach. About a
mile from the pathfinder officer, I came
across two medics who were drained men-
tally. They requested any information that I
could offer them to help. The next time I saw
these men was on my return trip after com-
pleting my assignment. They were victims of
an apparent mortar attack, which I surely
would have been part of if I had stayed much
longer than I had. When I returned, I learned
that headquarters was up a hill. As I climbed
the hill, the first line of walking wounded
was descending the hill. I saw wounds of all
sorts, from wounded arms and legs, to those
who suffered serious eye injuries. As I ap-
proached the command post two more sights
served as educating reminders: two GIs were
laid on the ground facing skyward. One of
them was missing the middle of his torso,
the other was beheaded.

Once I completed the setup of the commu-
nication line, I was given the first accumula-
tion of information that was obtained from
captured prisoners. After giving this infor-
mation to the general officer, I was chastised
for my lack of protocol for saluting a supe-
rior, which was a great hazard, because of
possible snipers, and observing enemy intel-
ligence. All that day and night I felt as
though I was in a dwarfed position, as we
continued to troubleshoot problems with the
telecommunication lines. COL Picket’s com-
mand post was to my left. Colonel Picket
was sitting on the ground gathering and re-
laying information on the failed landing of
amphibious vehicles to the high seas. As we
sat on the ground working on the gathered
information, we heard the sound of oncoming
planes. The famous duo of German planes
came over the horizon, and began to strafe
our position. I hugged the ground as bullets
hit the ground near me, but thankfully far
enough away. Besides the ammunition from
the German aircraft, we were in danger of
being hit from our own anti-aircraft ammu-
nition, because we were aiming at the low
flying planes.

This was my true baptism of fire. I was a
real GI by June 7Tth 1944. In retrospect, these
24 hours were to make me a mature GI! June
6th 1944, what a memory.
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IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF
CARDINAL JAMES A. HICKEY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, we rise today
in honor and remembrance of Cardinal James
A. Hickey, a humble leader, friend and guide
to many, whose spiritual journey focused on
civil rights and the struggle of the oppressed
and poor. His significant contribution served to
uplift the lives of countless individuals and
families, here in Cleveland, and far beyond.

Throughout his entire vocation, Cardinal
Hickey was a tireless advocate on behalf of
those held back by racism and poverty. In
1974, he was named Bishop of the Cleveland
Catholic Dioceses. During his six-year tenure
here, Cardinal Hickey worked with community
leaders and organizations on vital issues such
as the peaceful integration of the public
schools, and he also worked to stop banks
from red-lining urban neighborhoods. He
strongly encouraged leaders of neighborhood
parishes to become involved with the issues
affecting their congregations. Cardinal Hickey
led by example, and led with a consistently
kind and humble nature. When he was named
Archbishop of Washington, DC in 1980, he
again worked to establish strong bonds with
local community leaders to address the needs
of the growing population of citizens struggling
with poverty and AIDS. He led the charge to
create and implement social programs to ad-
dress the needs of the poor, with a special
focus on children, the elderly and refugee indi-
viduals and families. While in Washington,
Cardinal Hickey worked closely with Ameri-
cans of Hispanic heritage, and advocated on
behalf of their collective and individual strug-
gles here in America, and in El Salvador as
well. His twenty-year tenure in Washington,
DC, where he was named Cardinal in 1988,
reflected a man who became a powerful rep-
resentative of the poor and homeless.
Throughout the metropolitan area of Wash-
ington, Cardinal Hickey directed the efforts
that established sixteen parish missions, hous-
ing for dependent elderly, housing for inde-
pendent elderly, and countless educational,
legal and medical services for the homeless,
individuals suffering from AIDS, refugees, and
the poor.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and remembrance of Cardinal James
A. Hickey, whose compassion, guidance and
good works uplifted the lives of countless indi-
viduals—in Michigan where he was first or-
dained, here in Cleveland, in Washington, DC,
and in Latin America. His leadership and ad-
vice were consistently sought by national and
world leaders, yet he felt most at home when
working with the people of the neighborhood
parishes and missions. Graceful, humble,
committed and articulate, the words and
deeds of Cardinal James A. Hickey will live on
forever in the hearts of the countless families
and individuals whom he so greatly served—
reflecting his light of hope and justice, today,
and for generations to come.
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HONORING DR. DAN COLGAN, SU-
PERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS,
SAINT JOSEPH SCHOOL DISTRICT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Dr. Dan Colgan, Saint Joseph
School District Superintendent of Schools.
Last Friday, October 8, 2004, Dr. Colgan re-
ceived the Russell C. Hill Award at the 2004
Learning for Life Conference in Florida. The
Russell C. Hill Award is the highest recogni-
tion for individuals and organizations making
outstanding contributions to character edu-
cation at the local, State, or national level. The
award itself is named after Russell Clinton Hill,
a Texas businessman who dedicated himself
to the cause of character education.

Learning for Life supports schools and other
youth-oriented organizations that strive to pre-
pare young people to take on the complex
issues that face our society and nation today.
Learning for Life is such a successful pro-
gram, because it encourages self-confidence,
motivation, self-worth, and other positive per-
sonal values. A big part of the program’s suc-
cess in the Saint Joseph area is due to the
participation of Dr. Colgan and his colleagues
on the Pony Express Council of the Boy
Scouts of America, a dedicated group of citi-
zens committed to the principles of character
development.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Dr. Dan Colgan, recipient of the
Russell C. Hill Award. Dr. Colgan truly exem-
plifies the qualities of dedication and service to
northwest Missouri, and | am honored to call
him one of my constituents.

———

A PROCLAMATION IN MEMORY OF
NICHOLAS L. SKORICH

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, Whereas, | hereby
offer my heartfelt condolences to the family
and friends of Nicholas L. Skorich; and

Whereas, Nicholas L. Skorich was a hero to
his wife of 56 years, Teresa, and their three
children and three grandchildren; and

Whereas, Nicholas L. Skorich was a signifi-
cant part of the National Football League for
fifty years, served in World War Il for three
years, and was head football coach of Central
Catholic High School in Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania, and was inducted into six Halls of
Fame; and

Whereas, Nicholas L. Skorich will certainly
be remembered by all those who knew him
because of his loving nature towards his fam-
ily, friends, and community; and

Whereas, the kindness and compassion he
showed towards others will stand as a re-
minder to a truly remarkable person. His life
and love gave joy to all who knew him.

Therefore, while | understand how words
cannot express our grief at this most trying of
times, | offer this token of profound sympathy
to the family and friends of Nicholas L.
Skorich.
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RECOGNITION OF SECOND
LIEUTENANT RYAN LEDUC

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life of 2LT Ryan Leduc who was
recently killed in Rutbah, Iraq.

2LT Leduc was a 28 year old native of
Pana, lllinois. He was killed on September
22nd in a non-combat related vehicle accident.
Leduc was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 10th
Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, Il Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, NC.

2LT Leduc was a 1994 graduate of Pana
High School, in Pana lllinois. Not enough can
be said about the great sacrifice this man
made for his country, he made the ultimate
sacrifice. He is survived by his fiance, Megan
McCabe; his mother, Nola Hector of Pana:
and his father, David Leduc of Pana. My
thoughts and prayers go out to his families
and loved ones.

2LT Leduc gave his life in an effort to im-
prove the lives of others. This sacrifice should
never be forgotten. Leduc, along with so many
other brave men and women, put their lives on
the line day in and day out. My sincere thanks
goes out to them all. God bless them, and
may God continue to bless America.

———

HONORING E. WILLIAM IOVANNE,
JR., 2004 RECIPIENT OF THE
CHARLES CARROLL OF CAR-
ROLTON AWARD

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Ms. DeLAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to join family and
friends in paying tribute to one of our commu-
nity’s most outstanding citizens and my dear
friend, E. William lovanne, Jr. In recognition of
his invaluable contributions to our community,
Bill is to be honored with the coveted Charles
Carroll of Carrolton Award—the highest honor
given to a Catholic layman by the Fourth De-
gree, Knights of Columbus. Through his gen-
erosity and compassion, Bill has touched the
lives of thousands and | cannot think of a
more deserving individual for such a pres-
tigious honor.

Each year, this medal is presented by the
John Barry Assembly, Knights of Columbus, to
an individual who has made an outstanding
contribution to the welfare of the church, his or
her parish, and the community at large.
Throughout his life, Bill has dedicated both his
professional and personal time to enriching
the lives of others. As a member of the New
Haven business community he has earned our
respect and as a member of the Wooster
Square community he has gained our affec-
tion.

Born in New Haven, Connecticut's Fair
Haven neighborhood, Bill graduated from
Notre Dame High School and pursued a ca-
reer in the funeral business established by his
father. The lovanne Funeral Home has been a
fixture in Wooster Square since 1928. For
more than seventy-five years, Bill lovanne and
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his family have reached out to families in
need, helping them cope with the pain of loss.
With a combination of compassion and profes-
sionalism, Bill has long been known for mak-
ing a most difficult period, a bit easier.

Beyond his professional career, Bill is also
an active and involved member of our commu-
nity. Well known for his work with a number of
local service organizations, Bill has always
demonstrated a unique combination of civic
commitment and enthusiastic volunteerism.
For anyone who has seen his comic routine
pantomiming the late bandleader Louis Prima,
which has been lent to numerous fund-raising
efforts, his enthusiasm and heart-felt good will
is undeniable. The Sacred Heart Academy, St.
Michael's Church, the Society of St. Maria
Maddalena, the Saint Andrew Apostle Society,
Connecticut Hospice, and the Campania Club
are just a few of the organizations which have
benefitted from Bil's good work. It has been
through these efforts that he has made such
a difference in the lives of others.

There is one family that | know has been
touched by Bill's generosity and spirit: my fam-
ily. The lovannes and DelLauros have a long
history. For my mother, father, and me, the
lovannes have been trusted friends, steadfast
supporters, and always a part of our extended
family—the type of people who are always
there with a kind word or a helping hand. |
cannot thank Bill enough for the special friend-
ship we have shared over the years.

Throughout his life, Bill has embodied the
very spirit in which this prestigious award is
bestowed. For his innumerable contributions to
our community and in recognition of his out-
standing generosity to others, | am proud to
stand today to join his children: William and
his wife Angeline; Richard and his wife Susan;
and Beth Ann and her husband Joseph,
grandchildren: Christina and Alec, family,
friends, and the New Haven community in ex-
tending my sincere congratulations to my dear
friend, E. William lovanne, Jr. as he is hon-
ored with the Charles Carroll of Carrolton
Award. His is a legacy that will continue to
touch the lives of others for generations to
come.

HONORING RABBI ALLEN B.
BENNETT

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise on behalf of
myself and Congressman STARK to honor the
extraordinary contributions of Rabbi Allen B.
Bennett of Alameda, California for thirty years
of dedicated service to the community. Rabbi
Bennett, through his tireless efforts as a reli-
gious and community leader in the Bay Area
for over three decades, worked not only to im-
prove and enrich the lives of those within his
congregation, but has also served in that ca-
pacity to become a champion for peace, jus-
tice, and the well-being of all.

Born in Akron, Ohio, Rabbi Bennett began
his post secondary studies at Western Re-
serve University, where he earned a degree in
psychology in 1968. He then attended the He-
brew Union College-Jewish Institute of Reli-
gion in Cincinnati, Ohio, where he earned a
Bachelor of Hebrew Letters in 1972 and a
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Master of Arts in Hebrew Letters as well as
rabbinical ordination in 1974. After reaching
this milestone, Rabbi Bennett moved to Roch-
ester, Minnesota, where he began a residency
program in Clinical Pastoral Education, a cer-
tification that would allow him to become a
hospital chaplain. As a result, he served in the
Rochester area for over three years, first as a
resident, and then as the Jewish chaplain for
the two hospitals affiliated with the Mayo Clinic
as well as Rabbi of Congregation B’nai Israel,
the multi-denominational synagogue in Roch-
ester.

Following his time of service and education
in Minnesota, Rabbi Bennett entered into a
doctoral program at the Graduate Theological
Union at the University of California, Berkeley
in 1977. There, while pursuing a Ph.D. in the-
ology, psychology, sociology, and anthro-
pology, he taught various Jewish studies
courses at Emeritus College at the College of
Marin, as well as other Bay Area universities.

In the years that followed, Rabbi Bennett
continued and expanded his involvement in
the Bay Area Jewish community. In addition to
being elected rabbi at San Francisco’s Con-
gregation Sha’ar Zahav in 1979, he was later
appointed Assistant Director of the Northern
Pacific Regional Office of the American Jewish
Congress, a capacity in which he served until
1989, at which point he became the Congress’
Regional Executive Director. He later served
also as the Executive Director of the Jewish
Community Relations Council of the Jewish
Federation of the Greater East Bay in Oak-
land, until becoming the Rabbi at Temple
Israel in 1996.

Since that time, Rabbi Bennett’'s work has
been outstanding not only within the Temple
at which he currently serves, but has also
been a remarkable force for peace and social
justice within the community as a whole. In
addition to serving the Jewish community, he
has been involved in an astounding number of
civic and interfaith initiatives and activities on
the local, regional, and national levels. Among
these activities are his service on the San
Francisco Human Rights Commission, the
Mayor's Committee for a Living Holocaust Me-
morial, the Conference of Black and Jewish
Clergy, the San Francisco Interfaith Coalition
on AIDS, and the Coalition for Civil Rights.
Furthermore, was the Jewish representative
taking testimony at the U.N. sponsored Oak-
land Hearings on Racism as a Violation of
Human Rights, and has also served on the
Board of Most Holy Redeemer AIDS Support
Group in San Francisco. Rabbi Bennett also
currently serves on the Leadership Team and
the Race and Community Relations Planning
Team of the FAITHS Initiative of the San
Francisco Foundation, the Alameda Hospital
Ethics Committee and its Institutional Review
Board, as Chair of the Alta Bates Summit
Medical Center Chaplaincy Advisory Board, as
Vice President of the Board of Rabbis of
Northern California, as Treasurer of the East
Bay Council of Rabbis, and the Union for Re-
form Judaism’s Regional Committee on AIDS.

On November 13, 2004, Rabbi Bennett will
be honored in Oakland, California for thirty
years of truly outstanding service to Temple
Israel and the greater Bay Area. This occasion
is an opportunity for us to recognize him not
only for his service within the faith community,
but also for his outstanding leadership on the
issues of civil rights, social equality, human
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rights, and the HIV/AIDS pandemic. By re-
maining active in and dedicated to these im-
portant areas, Rabbi Bennett has contributed
immeasurably to Alameda County and the
East Bay, and the 9th and 13th Congressional
Districts salute and congratulate him for his
many years of invaluable service.
—

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS AND SERVICE OF ADAMS
COUNTY, COLORADO, COMMIS-
SIONER TED STRICKLAND

HON. BOB BEAUPREZ

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. BEAUPREZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to voice my appreciation for the many years of
dedicated service that Commissioner Ted
Strickland has provided to the residents of
Adams County, CO. After many years in pub-
lic office, Ted Strickland has time and again
proven his commitment to making Colorado a
better place to live, and his presence on the
Adams County Board of County Commis-
sioners will truly be missed.

Commissioner Strickland, born and raised in
Austin, Texas, settled in Colorado in 1954
after being honorably discharged from the
United States Army. His lengthy and distin-
guished career in public service began with
two years in the Colorado House of Rep-
resentatives and continued with 24 years of
service in the Colorado State Senate, includ-
ing 12 years as President of the Senate. He
served as Lieutenant Governor from 1973—
1974.

Commissioner Strickland was elected to the
Adams County Board of County Commis-
sioners in 1996 and re-elected in 2000. The
leadership that he has provided has been in-
strumental in improving relationships and co-
operation with the municipalities within the
County. Additionally, his work with Adams
County Economic Development has contrib-
uted greatly to the growth and progress of the
County. His service as a commissioner is dis-
tinguished by his business acumen, commit-
ment to improve county facilities and seeing
the county recognized as the “can do county.”
Commissioner Strickland has proven himself
to be a true Colorado statesman.

Again, Mr. Speaker, | want to thank Ted for
his distinguished service on behalf of the citi-
zens of Adams County, and wish him all the
best as I'm sure he will remain an active
member of the Adams County community.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE 1956 HUNGARIAN

REVOLUTION AND VIKTOR
ORBAN, FORMER PRIME MIN-
ISTER OF THE REPUBLIC OF
HUNGARY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of the Hungarian Free-
dom Fighters of 1956. These men and women
of Hungary, armed with the promise of liberty
and hope for a better tomorrow, were the first
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to courageously rise up in defiance of the So-
viet occupation. Their historical struggle for
freedom continues to inspire those who are
not yet free. | also rise today in honor and
welcome of Former Prime Minister of Hungary,
Viktor Orban, who has journeyed to Cleveland
to commemorate the sacrifice, determination
and heart of the Hungarian “Freedom Fight-
ers” of 1956.

The 1956 Hungarian Revolution marked the
beginning of the end of Soviet oppression in
Central and Eastern Europe. As the Soviet
army blazed a trail of aggression and control,
millions of Hungarians fled Europe and sought
refuge in America. More than two hundred
thousand Hungarians settled in Cleveland,
bringing with them the culture and memories
of their beloved homeland, and the promise of
freedom and democracy.

A leader on the front lines of liberty in Hun-
gary, Former Prime Minister Viktor Orban car-
ried the blazing torch of freedom, passed to
him from the generation before. He was one
of the founders of the Federation of Young
Democrats—one of Hungary’s first parties to
oppose communist rule. In a speech delivered
on June 16, 1989, the words of Former Prime
Minister Viktor Orban rang loud and clear
along the streets and countryside of Hungary
and far beyond, demanding free elections and
the immediate withdrawal of Soviet troops
from Hungary.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of the Hungarian
Freedom Fighters of 1956. Thousands of Hun-
garian men and women made the ultimate
sacrifice so that all could be free. The Hun-
garian Freedom Fighters of 1956 pierced the
darkness of tyranny and sparked the first light
of liberty throughout Central and Eastern Eu-
rope. The rising light of their quest for freedom
and their bravery, heart and sacrifice con-
tinues to inspire us all, lending us hope for the
dawning of a peaceful new day.

———

RECOGNIZING MATTHEW SCOTT A.
GALLAMORE FOR  ACHIEVING
THE RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Matthew Scott A. Gallamore of
Pleasant Valley, Missouri, a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, and by earning the most prestigious
award of Eagle Scout. Matthew became an
Eagle Scout on August 5, 2004 and he will be
recognized at an Eagle Scout Court of Honor
in November 2004.

Matthew has been very active with his troop
by participating in many Scout activities, earn-
ing over 40 merit badges, and serving in a va-
riety of leadership positions. At age 9, Mat-
thew joined the Cub Scouts. He advanced
from Cubs to Webelos and then crossed over
into the Boy Scouts at age 11, achieving the
rank of Arrow of Light. Now 17, Matthew is de-
scribed by his parents, peers, and community
as exemplifying the qualities of citizenship: he
is loyal, helpful, trustworthy, thrifty, friendly,
courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, brave,
clean, and reverent.

E2021

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Matthew Scott A. Gallamore for
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

——————

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
JOSEPH BAUMGARNER

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas, Joseph Baumgarner is a resident
of Midvale in Tuscarawas County; and

Whereas, Joseph Baumgarner has devoted
his love to his companion, Tammy, and his
three children; and

Whereas, Joseph Baumgarner dem-
onstrated a commitment to his country while
serving in the Persian Gulf; and

Whereas, Joseph Baumgarner is active with
his community and is appreciated by all who
know him.

Therefore, | join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in rec-
ognizing Joseph Baumgarner for his dedica-
tion to the United States, his community, fam-
ily, and friends.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE SOUTH CEN-
TRAL MIDDLE SCHOOL FALCON
BASEBALL TEAM

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the South Central Middle School
Falcon Baseball Team of Farina, lllinois.

The Falcons had an outstanding season this
year, with a 16—6 record. They placed 1st in
Conference and Regional tournaments and
took 2nd place at the State Tournament.

The members of the Falcons are: Justin
Armstrong, Seth Arnold, Kyle Bischoff,