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murder to gain instant entry to Paradise was
so foreign to our own values and conscious-
ness that it did not create in us the concern
for the Marines’ safety that it should have

. In the weeks immediately after the
bombing, | believed the last thing we should
do was turn tail and leave . . . Yet, the irra-
tionality of Middle Eastern politics forced us to
re-think our policy there.” Shortly thereafter
Reagan withdrew the Marines from Lebanon,
and no more Americans were killed in that
fruitless venture.

Too bad our current foreign policy experts
don’t understand the “irrationality of Middle
Eastern politics.” By leaving Lebanon, Reagan
saved lives and proved our intervention in the
Lebanese war was of no benefit to Lebanon or
the United States.

Reagan’s willingness to admit error and
withdraw from Lebanon was heroic, and
proved to be life-saving. True to form, many
neo-cons with their love of war exude con-
tempt for Reagan’s decision. To them, force
and violence are heroic, not reassessing a
bad situation and changing policy accordingly.

One of the great obstacles to our efforts in
Irag is pretending we're fighting a country. We
wrongly expect occupation and “democratiza-
tion” to solve our problems. The notion that
the Iraq war is part of our retaliation for the 9—
11 attacks is a serious error that must be cor-
rected if we are to achieve peace and stability
in the Middle East and security here at home.

We must come to realize that we're fighting
an ideology that is totally alien to us. Within
that ideology the radical Islamists and the tra-
ditional tribal customs are in conflict with more
moderate and secular Muslims. We're seen as
intruding in this family feud, and thus serve
the interests of the radicals as we provide evi-
dence that they are under attack by Western
crusaders. With each act of violence the ha-
tred between the two is ratcheted upward, as
fighting spreads throughout the entire Muslim
world.

Ironically, this fight over religious values and
interpretations in the Middle East encourages
a similar conflict here at home among Chris-
tians. The conservative Christian community
too often sounds militantly pro-war. Too many
have totally forgotten the admonition “blessed
are the peacemakers.” This contrasts with the
views of some Christians, who find pre-
emptive war decidedly un-Christian. Though
civil, the two Christian views are being more
hotly contested every day.

A policy that uses the religious civil war
within the Muslim faith as an excuse for re-
making the entire Middle East by force makes
little sense and will not end well. The more we
fight and the more we kill the greater the ani-
mosity of those who want us out of their family
feud—and out of their countries.

It's clear the Christian conservative turnout
was critical to the President's re-election.
Though many may well have voted for the
family/moral values touted by the President
and mishandled by Senator KERRY, most
agree with the Christian Right that our policy
of pre-emptive war in the Middle East is not in
conflict with pro-family and pro-life values.
This seems strange indeed, since a strong
case can be made that the conservation
Christian Right, those most interested in the
pro-life issue, ought to be the strongest de-
fenders of peace and reject unnecessary pre-
emptive war.
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Here are a few reasons why conservatives
ought to reject the current policy of pre-
emptive war:

1. The Constitution is on the side of peace.
Under the Constitution—the law of the land—
only Congress can declare war. The President
is prohibited from taking us to war on his own.

2. The Founders and all the early presidents
argued the case for non-intervention overseas,
with the precise goals of avoiding entangling
alliances and not involving our people in for-
eign wars unrelated to our security.

3. The American tradition and sense of mo-
rality for almost all our history rejected the no-
tion that we would ever deliberately start a
war, even with noble intentions.

4. The Christian concept of just war rejects
all the excuses given for marching off to Iraq
with the intention of changing the whole region
into a western-style democracy by force, with
little regard for the cost in life and limb and the
economic consequences here at home.

5. America faces a $7.5 trillion national debt
that is increasing by $600 billion per year. Fis-
cal conservatives cannot dismiss this, even as
they clamor for wars we cannot afford.

6. History shows the size of the state al-
ways grows when we'’re at war. Under condi-
tions of war, civil liberties are always sac-
rificed—thus begging the point. We go hither
and yon to spread our message of freedom,
while sacrificing our freedoms here at home
and eating away at the wealth of the country.

7. Those who understand the most impor-
tant function of our national government is to
provide strong national defense should realize
that having troops in over 100 countries hardly
helps us protect America, secure our borders,
or avoid alienating our allies and potential en-
emies.

8. The best way to prevent terrorism is to
change our policies, stop playing crusader,
and stop picking sides in religious civil wars or
any other civil wars. “Blowback” from our poli-
cies is not imaginary.

9. Promoting true free trade and promoting
prosperity through low taxes and less regula-
tion sends a strong message to the world and
those interested in peace and commerce.

10. A policy of free exchange with other na-
tions avoids the trappings of the new isolation-
ists, who influence our foreign policy with the
generous use of sanctions, trade barriers, and
competitive currency devaluations. They are
only too willing to defer to the World Trade Or-
ganization and allow it to dictate our trade and
tax policies.

Conservatives who profess to uphold the
principle of right-to-life should have little trou-
ble supporting the position of the Founders
and the Constitution: a foreign policy of
“peace and commerce with those who choose
and no entangling alliances.”

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
Ose). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.
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(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extension of Remarks.)

———

108TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, the 108th
Congress is coming to a close. The Con-
gress has essentially finished its work,
although we may reconvene, hope
springs eternal, and move an intel-
ligence reform bill before Christmas ar-
rives. But, in essence, we are done with
much of what we have come to do.

Before we adjourn for rest and reflec-
tion with family and friends on
Thanksgiving, | thought it would be
helpful to reflect on what we have to be
thankful for in the 108th Congress, and
it is much.

I begin my remarks with two ancient
references, one from the sacred texts of
the Bible where one generation spoke
to another, words of admonition in
leadership with these words, ‘“‘be strong
and courageous and do the work.” The
Founders of this country in 1787 in that
summer in Philadelphia crafted these
words that are essentially a mission
statement for the government of the
United States, stating that we the peo-
ple of the United States, in order to
form a more perfect union, establish
justice, ensure domestic tranquility,
provide the common defense, promote
the general welfare and secure the
blessings of liberty to ourselves in our
prosperity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution.

Mr. Speaker, I would argue, against
both of those timeless standards, the
108th Congress has excelled. We have
been strong and courageous and done
the work. We have provided for the
common defense. We have promoted
the general welfare, and we have se-
cured the blessings of the liberty for
ourselves in our posterity.

In the area of providing for the com-
mon defense, it scarcely seems that it
was just 2 years ago, but in this Con-
gress, following on the heels of having
given the President the authority to
confront the menacing dictatorship in
Iraq, Operation Iragi Freedom was
launched, and Congress was there to
support our troops, provide the re-
sources they needed to get the job done
in a stunning victory in the spring of
last year, but also financing recon-
struction in the War Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act and providing our
troops the resources that they need to
finish the hard work of liberty in the
streets of Baghdad and Fallujah.

We have also seen freedom come to
other countries like Afghanistan, that
elected its first national leader in its
5,000 year history of the region.

We saw daylight come to the regime
of Mohammar Khadafi, who responded
to U.S. and coalition action in other
theaters in the Middle East to give up
his weapons of mass destruction pro-
gram, and in a multilateral way we
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supported the administration efforts to
confront North Korea’s head-long ef-
fort to expand its own weapons of mass
destruction program.

We have stood by our ally Israel, de-
fending her right of self-defense in con-
struction of the security fence, and we
condemned the United Nations’ World
Court for similarly condemning Israel.

In short, we have in so many ways
provided for the common defense and
stood by our allies. We have been not
only a beacon of freedom but we have
been the arsenal of democracy that
America calls us to be. This Congress
did that.

We have also promoted the general
welfare by cutting taxes on working
families, small businesses and family
farms and extending the tax relief pre-
viously effected in the 107th Congress.
The 108th Congress pursued economic
policies, both in tax relief and in trade,
that caused the creation of nearly 2
million jobs in the last year.

Our economy is expanding. Our econ-
omy in the world is expanding with
new trade agreements in Morocco and
in Australia. And even just today, we
managed to complete our work on a
budget. Beyond spending on national
defense and homeland security, even
the omnibus spending bill we passed
today represents a freeze in nondefense
discretionary spending. It is a small re-
turn to fiscal discipline on Capitol Hill,
but it is a beginning and | applaud it.

We have also secured the blessings of
liberty for ourselves and our posterity.
And what are the blessings of the lib-
erty, but the faith and family values
that make this Nation great. We have
stood by the right of Americans to
refer to the Creator God in our Pledge
of Allegiance. We have passed legisla-
tion banning the moral abomination
known as partial birth abortion. We
have passed the Unborn Victims of Vio-
lence Act, reaffirming our belief in the
sanctity of unborn human life.

Mr. Speaker, the list goes on, most
notably passing on this floor by a ma-
jority a constitutional amendment to
defend marriage. We have done our
work, and we have been strong and
courageous, and | rise to commend the
108th Congress of which it has been my
privilege to be a part.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
FRANK) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. FATTAH (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of the fu-
neral for former Representative Thom-
as Foglietta.

Mr. TURNER of Texas (at the request
of Ms. PELOSI) for today after 2:00 p.m.
on account of personal reasons.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SANDLIN) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BROwN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts, for 5
minutes, today.

The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PAUL) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:

Mr. HASTERT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PAUL, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. KIRK, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PENCE, for 5 minutes, today.

———————

SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 519. An act to determine the feasibility
of establishing an Indian Tribal Develop-
ment Corporation; to the Committee on Re-
sources.

S. 1438. An act to provide for equitable
compensation to the Spokane Tribe of Indi-
ans of the Spokane Reservation for the use
of tribal land for the production of hydro-
power by the Grand Coulee Dam, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Re-
sources.

S. 1530. An act to provide compensation to
the Lower Brule and Crow Creek Sioux
Tribes of South Dakota for damage to tribal
land caused by Pick-Sloan projects along the
Missouri River; to the Committee on Re-
sources.

S. 1996. An act to enhance and provide to
the Oglala Sioux Tribe and Angostura Irriga-
tion Project certain benefits of the Pick-
Sloan Missouri River basin program; to the
Committee on Resources.

S. 2154. An act to establish a National sex
offender registration database, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

S. 2605. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior and the heads of other Federal
agencies to carry out an agreement resolving
major issues relating to the adjudication of
water rights in the Snake River Basin,
Idaho, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Resources.

———
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Mr. Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled bills of
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the House of the following titles, which
were thereupon signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 1047. An act to amend the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule of the United States to mod-
ify temporarily certain rates of duty, to
make other technical amendments to the
trade laws, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1630. An act to revise the boundary of
the Petrified Forest National Park in the
State of Arizona, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2912. An act to reaffirm the inherent
sovereign rights of the Osage Tribe to deter-
mine its membership and form of govern-
ment.

H.J. Res. 110. Joint Resolution recognizing
the 60th anniversary of the Battle of the
Bulge during World War I1.

H.J. Res. 111. Joint Resolution appointing
the day for the convening of the first session
of the One Hundred Ninth Congress.

———

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Jeff Trandahl, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on November 19, 2004 he pre-
sented to the President of the United
States, for his approval, the following
bills.

H.R. 1284. To amend the Reclamation
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act
of 1992 to increase the Federal share of the
costs of the San Gabriel Basin demonstra-
tion project.

H.R. 4794. To amend the Tijuana River Val-
ley Estuary and Beach Sewage Cleanup Act
of 2000 to extend the authorization of appro-
priations, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5163. To amend title 49, United States
Code, to provide the Department of Trans-
portation a more focused research organiza-
tion with an emphasis on innovative tech-
nology, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5213. To expand research information
regarding multidisciplinary research
projects and epidemiolgical studies.

H.R. 5245. To extend the liability indem-
nification regime for the commercial space
transportation industry.

——
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, |
that the House do now adjourn?

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, pursuant to the pre-
vious order of the House of today, the
House stands adjourned until 2 p.m. on
Wednesday, November 24, 2004, unless it
sooner has received a message from the
Senate transmitting its adoption of
House Concurrent Resolution 529, in
which case the House shall stand ad-
journed pursuant to that concurrent
resolution.

Thereupon, (at 4 o’clock and 55 min-
utes p.m.), pursuant to the previous
order of the House of today, the House
adjourned until 2 p.m. on Wednesday,
November 24, 2004, unless it sooner has
received a message from the Senate
transmitting its adoption of House
Concurrent Resolution 529, in which
case the House shall stand adjourned
pursuant to that concurrent resolution.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

move
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