E18

Carolina University, a Master of Science in
Systems Management from the University of
Southern California, and a Master of Arts De-
gree in National Security Affairs from the
Naval Postgraduate School.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my Colleagues join
me in expressing our sincere appreciation to
COL Tom Shubert for his outstanding service
to both the Legislative and Executive
Branches and to the United States Air Force.

| wish him, his wife Kathy, and their daugh-
ters Victoria and Joanna, the very best as they
face new challenges in the coming years. | will
miss his unfailing good humor and hard work.
Colonel Shubert has consistently conducted
himself in a professional manner and therefore
brings great credit to the United States Air
Force.

——————

REINTRODUCTION OF
LEGISLATION

HON. CLIFF STEARNS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
on this first day of the 109th Congress to intro-
duce several pieces of legislation that | have
been pursuing over the years, and for which |
will continue to advocate these next two years.

First, | am excited to again introduce legisla-
tion to help all American savers. My legisla-
tion, the Simple Savings Tax Relief Act of
2005, simply eliminates the taxation of interest
earned in savings accounts, such as passbook
savings accounts or bank certificates of de-
posit. | think at least some of this interest
should be tax-free, as we have been working
towards for other forms of non-earned income.
This legislation would end a punitive tax, es-
pecially assist low and middle-income earners,
and ultimately contribute toward the goal of
encouraging individual responsibility and tak-
ing charge of one’s own financial destiny.

Next, for years | have authored legislation to
repeal the 2 percent excise tax on private
foundations. The United States is blessed with
a deep spirit of philanthropy, and charitable or-
ganizations serve the interest of both the indi-
vidual and the community. Under current law,
however, not-for-profit private foundations gen-
erally must pay to the IRS a 2 percent excise
tax on their net investment income, which di-
verts from the purposes for which these foun-
dations were founded. Optimistically, this body
passed a reduction of this charitable impedi-
ment to 1 percent in the 108th (H.R. 7), but as
it failed to become law, | am reintroducing this
legislation and we shall try again.

Next, | am pleased to again sponsor the
Health Care Tax Deduction Act of 2005. This
would allow deductions for amounts paid for
health insurance premiums and unreimbursed
prescription drugs. This would provide much-
needed relief to individuals struggling with the
high cost of health insurance and prescription
drugs through a tax deduction, and tax parity
with those of us who have employer-provided
tax-deductible health insurance. Expansively,
this benefit extends to all IRS-defined health
insurance premiums such as an HMO, PPO, a
traditional indemnity plan, a new HSA, and
also long-term care premiums. Right now,
under the current tax code, in order to claim
health care expenses individuals must file an
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itemized tax return. My bill would simplify and
extend this tax preference for all filers.

| also am reintroducing the Allied Health Re-
investment Act of 2005, along with my friend
Dr. Strickland from Ohio. This important legis-
lation offers incentives via scholarships and
loans to encourage students and faculty to
enter the essential but undersupplied allied
health professions, such as physical, occupa-
tional, and speech rehabilitation, and medical
and radiological technologists to name a few.

Also, with an eye towards the value of
human life, | reintroduce my Human Cloning
Research Prohibition Act, which restricts fed-
eral funding and encourages other nations to
do so as well.

Finally, I am pleased to reintroduce a reso-
lution supporting the goals and ideals of es-
tablishing a Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary
Disease (COPD) awareness month. | do this
again with my friend Mr. Lewis of Georgia. In
past Congresses, this bill has had tremendous
support from Members and from the U.S.
COPD Caoalition, which comprises the patient
and provider community. The House passed
this legislation in the summer of 2003, and we
started a bicameral Caucus in the winter of
2004 to advance our efforts. COPD is an um-
brella term used to describe the airflow ob-
struction associated mainly with emphysema
and chronic bronchitis. This is a debilitating
disease, that is currently the nation’s fourth
leading cause of death, and | am proud to
bring awareness to COPD.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
on all these important pieces of business for
the nation.

———

HONORING  ALBERT ASHBROOK
FOR HIS SERVICE AS LICKING
COUNTY COMMISSIONER

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, Mr. NEY and |
wish to join many of our constituents in Licking
County, Ohio in congratulating Albert
Ashbrook, who is retiring after more than 16
years of service as a county commissioner.

Albert’s work was summed up best recently
by a former colleague, who noted that Albert
never shied away from the tough issues and
was always looking out for the best interests
of the people and county government. We
would add that he did so not only with a plain
spoken dedication to duty, but also a tremen-
dous sense of humor.

Licking County has grown and changed for
the better during Albert’s tenure. He’s helped
with the creation of a Domestic Relations
Court, a one-stop employment service and im-
proved auto licensing and titling facilities, just
to name a few of the projects in which he has
had a hand. At the same time, he’s always
made fiscal responsibility a top priority.

Public service has been a way of life for Al-
bert. Prior to his work as a commissioner, he
served in various capacities with the Soil and
Water Conservation District, and is a member
of the District Hall of Fame.

Although he’s leaving the commissioners’
office, Albert is hoping to continue his commu-
nity involvement as a member of the Licking
County Planning Commission. In any event,
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we know he’ll still be there to offer guidance
and advice to anyone with the good sense to
seeKk it.

We are honored to have this opportunity to
thank Albert for all his hard work, and wish
him and his wife Shirley many more active
years together.

IN HONOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF
TEXAS LONGHORNS ROSE BOWL
CHAMPIONS

HON. LAMAR S. SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the Uni-
versity of Texas Longhorns, playing in the
Rose Bowl for the first time in the team’s 110-
year history, made the New Year's Day game
a memorable one.

Twice the Longhorns came from behind the
Michigan Wolverines to win 38-37 as the
clock ran out in what many contend was the
most exciting Rose Bowl ever. UT Quarter-
back Vince Young rushed for 192 yards and
four touchdowns, a Rose Bowl record. He also
threw for 180 yards and a touchdown. This
capped a 10-1 regular season record.

The University of Texas has a great football
team, coached by Mack Brown. But it has a
great academic reputation, too.

Led by President Larry Faulkner, UT re-
cently was ranked as the 15th best university
in the world by the Times of London news-
paper. Among U.S. public universities, only
the University of California at Berkeley was
listed ahead of UT.

It's a pleasure to cite the strengths of UT.
It's also a pleasure to represent such a pre-
miere University in Congress.

————

HONORING THE 100TH BIRTHDAY
OF THE MINNESOTA STATE CAP-
ITOL

HON. MARK R. KENNEDY

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker |
rise today to honor the 100th birthday of the
Minnesota State Capitol. The Capitol first
opened its doors on January 2, 1905 and on
January 2, 2005, over 6,000 people attended
the first of a full year's worth of birthday cele-
brations.

The Minnesota State Legislature first met in
a log hotel when Minnesota was declared a
territory in 1849. The first Capitol building was
built in 1853, but burned in 1881. The second,
built in 1882, was erected on the same down-
town St. Paul site as the first. As Minnesota’s
population grew, officials realized that the
building would soon be too small to house the
Legislators and a new building would be need-
ed. In 1895, Cass Gilbert from St. Paul was
selected to design the new building. It took
nine years and $4.5 million to complete con-
struction of the new capitol, which is still in
use today.

Today, the Minnesota State Capitol building
is more than just a place for the Legislature.
It is a museum dedicated to preserving Min-
nesota’s history. Its many priceless artifacts
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detailing Minnesota’s past include flags that
were carried by Minnesotans who served in
the Civil War and statues of influential Min-
nesota political figures.

Mr. Speaker, for the past 100 years the Min-
nesota State Capitol has served as a place of
government, history and learning. As a fourth
generation Minnesotan whose ancestors were
well established in the state when this capitol
was built, | am pleased to be able to help
honor it today as a lasting symbol of the spirit
of Minnesota.

———

HONORING LANCE CORPORAL
GREGORY PAUL RUND

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, it is with
deep regret and heartfelt admiration that | rise
today to honor a fallen Marine from my district,
Lance Corporal Gregory Paul Rund of Little-
ton. Sadly, Lance Corporal Rund was killed in
the line of duty during combat operations on
December 11 in the Al Anbar Province of Iraq.

Lance Corporal Rund was with Company |,
3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, Regi-
mental Combat Team 1, 1st Marine Division
based in Camp Pendleton, California.

He was just 21 years old.

Greg was a 2002 graduate of Columbine
High School in Jefferson County, where he
played football and later made the decision to
serve his country by joining the Marines. Greg
was serving his second tour of duty in Iraq
when he was killed. He made an indelible im-
pression on all who knew him, and will be re-
membered as a dedicated, energetic and
warm person who had a great sense of
humor.

Mr. Speaker, my deepest sympathies and
heartfelt condolences go out to the family and
friends of Lance Corporal Rund. He served his
country honorably and with distinction, making
the ultimate sacrifice fighting for freedom and
democracy in defense of a grateful nation. He
will be missed by all who knew and loved him.

Americans owe him a great debt of grati-
tude. His dedication and bravery will not be
forgotten.

———

THE STOP COUNTERFEITING IN
MANUFACTURED GOODS ACT

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, today |
am reintroducing legislation—the Stop Coun-
terfeiting in Manufactured Goods Act. This bi-
partisan bill addresses the problem of counter-
feit manufactured goods. | hope my col-
leagues will join me in passing this bill at the
earliest opportunity.

The problem of counterfeit manufactured
goods is a growing problem around the world
that threatens public safety and harms our
economy here at home. Too often, counterfeit
goods steal sales from legitimate American
manufacturers and cost Americans high-pay-
ing manufacturing jobs. In fact, according to
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the U.S. Customs Service and Border Protec-
tion, counterfeiting costs the U.S. an estimated
$200 billion annually.

Manufacturers in this country are the most
efficient and technologically advanced in the
world, but they face many challenges. The
biggest challenges are the costs they directly
cannot control. We need to focus on meas-
ures that alleviate these costs, and crack
down on those criminals that break the rules
and drive up costs, thereby stealing manufac-
turing companies of what is rightfully theirs.

Counterfeiting is not just about lost sales
and jobs, however. It is a means by which the
most nefarious organizations finance their ac-
tivities. Interpol Secretary General Ronald
Noble has stated that “we know that al-Qaeda
supporters have been found with commercial
size volume of counterfeit goods.”

It is my belief, and that of a broad coalition
backing this legislation, that to address the
scourge of counterfeiting, the U.S. Govern-
ment must possess additional tools. That is
exactly what my bill provides.

The Stop Counterfeit in Manufactured
Goods Act strengthens the federal trademark
law used to prosecute counterfeiters with two
key provisions.

First, the bill provides for the mandatory de-
struction of the equipment used to manufac-
ture and package counterfeit goods. Under
current law, counterfeiters can have their ille-
gal goods seized, but retain the equipment
they used to make them. We should not leave
counterfeiters in business, and this provision
will help us dig up the roots of counterfeiting
networks.

The bill also clarifies that Title 18, Section
2320, prohibits trafficking in counterfeit labels,
patches, and medallions that are unattached
to any goods. Sophisticated counterfeiters
have sold counterfeit versions of the trade-
marks themselves in the form of patch sets or
medallions that can later be attached to ge-
neric merchandises and given the appearance
of a genuine product. This is counterfeiting
and should not stand.

The Stop Counterfeiting in Manufactured
Goods Act will have a positive impact here in
the United States and end the merciless steal-
ing of American jobs and sales. In fact, the
Department of Justice’s Task Force on Intel-
lectual Property cites this bill as a measure
that would increase the effectiveness of intel-
lectual property enforcement.

The bill's reach will also be global. The Of-
fice of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR)
is currently engaged in a variety of bilateral
and multilateral trade negotiations. However,
USTR cannot readily negotiate criminal anti-
counterfeiting standards above the levels
found in the United States. By passing this bill
into law, we will empower our negotiators to
press for stronger anti-counterfeiting measures
from our trading partners. The U.S. must lead
by example in intellectual property rights en-
forcement and this is a critical step we must
take. Clearly, the passage of the Stop Coun-
terfeit of Manufactured Goods Act is long
overdue.

| thank the bipartisan group of Members for
joining as original cosponsors of this legisla-
tion. | encourage all my colleagues to join us
in cracking down on the counterfeit goods that
threaten public safety, steal sales from legiti-
mate manufacturers, and cost American jobs.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
to expeditiously pass this legislation into law.
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Mr. Speaker, | submit the following letter on
this issue for the RECORD:

AMERICAN APPAREL & FOOTWEAR
ASSOCIATION, AUTOMOTIVE AFTER-
MARKET INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION,
GAS APPLIANCE MANUFACTURERS
ASSOCIATION, GROCERY MANUFAC-
TURERS OF AMERICA, INTER-
NATIONAL  ANTICOUNTERFEITING
COALITION, INTERNATIONAL TRADE-
MARK ASSOCIATION, MOTOR &
EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS AS-
SOCIATION, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF MANUFACTURERS, NATIONAL
ELECTRICAL MANUFACTURERS AS-
SOCIATION, NATIONAL  MARINE
MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION,
NATIONAL RETAIL FEDERATION,
SPECIALTY EQUIPMENT MARKET
ASSOCIATION, UNITED  STATES
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

January 3, 2005.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN KNOLLENBERG: The or-
ganizations listed above write in support of
your legislation to strengthen the criminal
statute against trafficking in counterfeited
goods. This bill would amend the U.S. Code,
18 U.S.C. 2320, by closing existing loopholes
that can allow counterfeiters to avoid pros-
ecution, maintain control of assets for crimi-
nal enterprises, and unjustly profit from
their illegal activities. This legislation
would grant trademark owners remedies
similar to those already provided to copy-
right and trade secret owners.

Acts of counterfeiting result in significant
economic harm in the form of lost profits, di-
minished reputation among consumers, and
decreased tax revenue. The FBI estimates
that counterfeiting costs U.S. businesses $200
billion to $250 billion annually and is in-
creasing rapidly. New York City estimates
that in 2003 alone, the theft of intellectual
property cost the city over $1 billion in lost
tax revenue. Another frightening trend re-
lates to the rising occurrence of substandard
and dangerous counterfeit goods that present
severe public health and safety risks. Numer-
ous deaths and injuries have already been at-
tributed to counterfeit products. Finally,
and perhaps most alarmingly, there- is
strong evidence suggesting that organized
criminal groups and terrorist organizations
are increasingly involved in criminal coun-
terfeiting schemes.

Existing domestic laws should be bolstered
to effectively address this problem. Your bill
would strengthen those laws by prohibiting
the trafficking in counterfeit labels, patches,
stickers, hangtags, or medallions that are
unattached to goods. In addition, the bill
would make mandatory the forfeiture and
destruction of counterfeit goods, as well as
the assets used to produce, package, and dis-
tribute counterfeit goods, and requires the
forfeiture of property and assets derived
from counterfeiting.

Internationally, the World Customs Orga-
nization and Interpol estimate that the an-
nual global trade in illegitimate goods has
increased from $5.5 billion in 1982 to roughly
$600 billion today and it continues to grow.
Ambassador Zoellick, the U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative, recently characterized trade-
mark counterfeiting, along with copyright
piracy, as a ‘‘scourge on the global econ-
omy.”’

Immediate passage of this legislation is
necessary to more effectively combat coun-
terfeiting abroad. The Office of the U.S.
Trade Representative advises that it will not
negotiate criminal anti-counterfeiting
standards above the levels found in current
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