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the threat of identity theft by private criminals 
and abuse of their liberties by public criminals, 
while diverting valuable law enforcement re-
sources away from addressing real threats to 
public safety. In addition, national identifiers 
are incompatible with a limited, constitutional 
government. I, therefore, hope my colleagues 
will join my efforts to protect the freedom of 
their constituents by supporting the Identity 
Theft Prevention Act. 
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INTRODUCTION OF AN AMEND-
MENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 
PROVIDING THAT FOREIGN-BORN 
CITIZENS OF 20 YEARS ARE ELI-
GIBLE FOR THE OFFICE OF 
PRESIDENT 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 4, 2005 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing a proposed amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States that will enable 
all citizens of this country to be eligible to hold 
the Office of President. No citizen should be 
denied the opportunity to seek the Nation’s 
highest office. The proposal that I am intro-
ducing will allow foreign-born individuals who 
have been citizens of this country for at least 
20 years to be eligible for this office. 

As you know, Article II of the Constitution of 
the United States provides that only natural- 
born citizens are entitled to hold the Office of 
President. I believe that this limitation con-
tradicts the principles for which this country 
stands. This Nation prides itself on its diversity 
of culture, experience, and opinion. This qual-
ity is achieved only by welcoming immigrants 
to this country, allowing them to become citi-
zens, and enabling them make full contribu-
tions to society. 

For the most part, the United States treats 
its citizens, those natural-born and foreign- 
born, the same. However, when determining 
who is eligible for the Offices of President, this 
country unfairly distinguishes between the two. 
Allowing the United States to be a better 
country because of the contributions that for-
eign-born citizens make, and then not allowing 
them to fully participate in all aspects of soci-
ety, is un-American. 

As you may also know, some of our coun-
try’s foreign-born citizens are our country’s 
greatest public servants. There are also 700 
foreign-born citizens who have received the 
Medal of Honor. It is unjust to deny citizens 
that have risked their lives for this country the 
chance to become President of the United 
States as well. A 2002 Pentagon study reports 
that more than 30,000 foreign-born citizens 
are currently serving in the U.S. military. 

I realize that constitutional amendments are 
rare and that those proposed should be sub-
ject to great scrutiny. I truly respect one of the 
documents on which our country was founded, 
the Constitution of the United States. There-
fore, it is after great consideration and with the 
utmost gravity, that I introduce this proposal 
today. I am hopeful that my fellow colleagues 
in Congress will properly consider the pro-
posed amendment and realize that every cit-
izen of the United States should be entitled to 
dream of becoming President. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF PATRICIA 
RITTER 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 4, 2005 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Patricia Ritter, who 
passed away on December 10, 2004. Mrs. Rit-
ter was one of Connecticut’s most influential 
civil rights leaders and she leaves a legacy 
that will not soon be forgotten. Her passion for 
social justice was only matched by her pas-
sion for her family. She leaves behind her 
husband and five children, two of whom 
served in the Connecticut General Assembly. 
While I served as State Senate President Pro 
Tempore I had the privilege of working with 
her son Tom, who served as Speaker of the 
House. My deepest condolences go out to 
Tom and his family during this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in remembering and honoring the life of Patri-
cia Ritter. I would also like to submit for the 
RECORD this editorial from the Hartford Cou-
rant which captures the essence of what made 
Mrs. Ritter such a special person. 

[From the Hartford Courant, Dec. 14, 2004] 
THE REMARKABLE PAT RITTER 

She stood for something. She acted on her 
beliefs. She changed things. 

Patricia Ritter, who died last week at the 
age of 84, was an activist, civil rights pio-
neer, internationalist and teacher as well as 
the wife and mother of three state legisla-
tors. 

A woman of grace, good cheer and quiet in-
tensity, Mrs. Ritter was exposed to, and ap-
palled by, a segregated restaurant when she 
was a 16-year-old freshman at the University 
of Iowa. She organized a protest and then 
headed South with the first of the Freedom 
Riders—traveling in the odious ‘‘Colored 
Only’’ train cars, and refusing to move. 

After marrying and moving to Con-
necticut, she was named to the state’s Com-
mission on Human Rights in 1950, the first 
woman so honored. Facing the problem of 
segregated housing, she and her husband 
George co-founded the Connecticut Housing 
Investment Fund, Inc. in 1968 to finance inte-
grated and affordable housing and neighbor-
hood revitalization projects throughout Con-
necticut. 

This allowed racial minorities to buy 
homes in the suburbs, which sometimes 
brought threats of violence and, on at least 
one occasion, actual violence to Mrs. Ritter. 

To date, CHIF has provided more than $108 
million to help individuals and organizations 
purchase, rehabilitate or build homes for 
low- and moderate-income families. 

The wall between city and suburb was not 
the only one she helped tear down. After 
China opened its doors to the West in the 
1970s, Mrs. Ritter founded China in Con-
necticut, one of the first educational links 
between this country and China. 

A college teacher, she spent a decade 
teaching English at Chinese universities, and 
sponsored many of her Chinese students to 
study at U.S. colleges. Several of Mrs. Rit-
ter’s children followed her example and 
taught in China as well. The results of such 
work are incalculable. Mrs. Ritter’s five chil-
dren carried on her beliefs; as artists, writ-
ers, teachers, businessmen and legislators. 
Her husband and sons Thomas and John 
served in the General Assembly; Thomas was 
speaker of the House for three terms. 

‘‘Her integrity, her character, her work, 
her children—she was just a marvelous per-

son,’’ said Judge Robert Satter, a longtime 
family friend. Mrs. Ritter’s life affirms the 
proposition that, yes, one person can make a 
difference. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO NOLAN 
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, STATE 
FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 4, 2005 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the superior performance of the 
Nolan Catholic High School football team, The 
Vikings, on their State Championship for 
Texas Association of Private and Parochial 
Schools Division 1 6A. 

The Vikings shut out Houston St. Pius X 
high school for the championship with a 14–0 
score at Floyd Casey Stadium, Baylor Univer-
sity, in Waco, TX, on Saturday November 27, 
2004. The championship victory marked the 
8th time this season the Vikings shut out their 
opponent. This is the first trip to the state final 
in nine years for the Vikings, who have never 
won a State crown. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to 
Brother Richard Thompson, S.M., principal of 
Nolan Catholic High School, the coaches and 
especially to the team for their talent and dedi-
cation to excellence. 
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VERMONT FOODBANK FIGHTS 
HUNGER 

HON. BERNARD SANDERS 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 4, 2005 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, even though 
this is the richest and most productive nation 
in the history of the world, hunger is still a 
major problem in the United States. In my 
State of Vermont alone, 55,000 households 
are living in poverty. In Vermont, many of 
these people find that the existence of food 
shelves provides the final protection to keep 
them from sinking into malnutrition and even 
starvation. Of those who go to food shelves, 
almost one out of four is elderly and over half 
are families with children. Most of these are 
working families. It is a terrible fact that 21,000 
children under the age of 12 either go hungry 
or are at risk of hunger in Vermont. The situa-
tion is so severe that nationwide, over 29 per-
cent of households that received emergency 
food last year literally had to choose between 
paying for food or paying for medical care. 

Clearly our Nation’s governmental policies 
are entirely wrong, placing as they do tax 
breaks for the wealthy and corporate welfare 
as high priorities, and ignoring the need to 
feed the hungry, guarantee health care to all, 
support the construction of affordable housing, 
and make college available to those who wish 
to attend. We need to change our skewed pri-
orities which, rather than to making life better 
and more secure for the vast majority of 
Americans, lead to the increasing gap be-
tween rich and poor, and to ever-increasing 
economic pressures faced by the middle 
class. 
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