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Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask further consent that at 3 p.m. on
Monday, January 24, the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session for the con-
sideration of Calendar No. 1, Carlos
Gutierrez, to be Secretary of Com-
merce; provided further that there be 2
hours of debate on the nomination, 1
hour under the control of Chairman
STEVENS and 1 hour under the control
of Senator DORGAN; further, that at the
conclusion of that time, the Senate
proceed to a vote on the confirmation
of the nomination, with no intervening
action or debate.

Finally, I ask that the President
then be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? Without objec-
tion, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that today, fol-
lowing the confirmation of the
Spellings nomination, the Senate pro-
ceed to the confirmation of
Condoleezza Rice to be Secretary of
State; provided further that there be 2
hours of debate equally divided in the
usual form, and that following that de-
bate the Senate proceed to a vote on
the confirmation of the nomination
with no intervening action or debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection?

Mr. REID. Mr. President, reserving
the right to object, we have Senators
who have been engaged in matters re-
lating to what is going on around the
world who, for the confirmation of the
Secretary of State, wish to be able to
speak. We have squeezed the time in as
closely as we could, and we have 4%
hours we need on our side. This has
been explained to the Republican lead-
ership.

We would, of course, be willing to
move forward on that tonight and to-
morrow, but there are the inaugural
festivities, and we all understand that.
It certainly does not seem untoward in
any way that the Senators have some
time to speak before this most impor-
tant nomination, and I say as a matter
of passing, at the White House today I
had a fine conversation with
Condoleezza Rice, and she said her
main goal was to make sure she was
confirmed by the time the President
gave his State of the Union speech be-
cause she had a trip scheduled to go
overseas after that. This confirmation
will take place, at the latest, sometime
Wednesday. So she will be able to make
that with a lot of time to spare. So I
object.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The objection is heard.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President,
some of us were just at a luncheon
where I had a chance to speak with the
current Secretary of State who is anx-
ious to get back to tinkering with his
cars. So he will note that objection
with some regret.

As I indicated, we anticipated an ob-
jection. Senator REID had indicated
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there would be a problem on that side
for any amount of debate we would
have today or tomorrow, so therefore 1
ask that on Tuesday, January 25, at a
time determined by the majority lead-
er, after consultation with the Demo-
cratic leader, the Senate proceed to ex-
ecutive session for the consideration of
the Rice nomination; provided further
that during Tuesday’s session there be
9 hours of debate equally divided be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees.

I further ask consent that when the
Senate resumes the nomination on
Wednesday, January 26, there be an ad-
ditional 40 minutes of closing remarks
equally divided between the two lead-
ers or their designees.

Finally, I ask that following that de-
bate, the Senate proceed to a vote on
the confirmation of the nomination
with no intervening action or debate,
and that after the vote the President
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection?

Mr. KENNEDY. Reserving the right
to object, and I do not intend to object,
I was wondering if my colleague from
Massachusetts, Senator KERRY, has
any time within that time?

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if I could, I
ask the consent be modified to reflect
the speakers for the Democrats at this
time: Senator BYRD, 1 hour; Senator
BOXER, 1 hour; Senator REED of Rhode
Island, 30 minutes; Senator DURBIN, 30

minutes; Senator KERRY, 20 minutes;
Senator LEVIN, 15 minutes; Senator
KENNEDY, 15 minutes; Senator
LIEBERMAN, 10 minutes; Senator

CORZINE, 10 minutes; Senator SALAZAR,
10 minutes; Senator FEINSTEIN, 10 min-
utes.

I would say to all my colleagues, we
have only 5 minutes left, so there
would be no additional time but for the
fact that Senator BOXER has indicated
she likely will not use her whole hour.
She is always most courteous with
other Senators, and she will be happy
to give some of that time on Tuesday
to other Senators, if necessary.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection?

Mr. KENNEDY. I withdraw my res-
ervation.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Does the acting majority whip
modify that request?

Mr. REID. I ask to modify that re-
quest.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection to modifying
the consent? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

The Democratic leader.

Mr. REID. I apologize to the acting
leader. Senator BIDEN has indicated he
is going to get 20 minutes, but he is
going to speak in favor of the nomina-
tion. He said he could get that from
Senator LUGAR.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
yield the floor.
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RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved.

———————

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will be a period for the transaction of
morning business with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF MIKE JOHANNS
TO BE SECRETARY OF AGRI-
CULTURE

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will now go to executive session
and proceed to the nomination of Mike
Johanns.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Mike Johanns, of Nebraska,
to be Secretary of Agriculture.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Georgia.

Mr. CHAMBLISS. I yield as much
time as he may consume to my col-
league from Kansas, the former chair-
man of the House Agriculture Com-
mittee under whom I served, my dear
friend, PAT ROBERTS.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Kansas.

Mr. ROBERTS. I thank the distin-
guished chairman of the Agriculture
Committee, and, I might add, the new
chairman of the committee, for yield-
ing this time to me. I look forward to
working with him. On behalf of the
man whose job it is to feed America in
a troubled and hungry world, we could
not have made a better choice—I am
using the editorial ‘“‘we’’—for a man to
lead the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. He brings to the job extensive
experience and commitment to rep-
resent not only the producers of Geor-
gia but those all throughout the Na-
tion. So I thank the Chairman. I look
forward to working with him.

I rise today to speak on the nomina-
tion of Governor Michael Johanns of
Nebraska to serve as the next Sec-
retary of Agriculture. But first I would
like to thank our outgoing Secretary
of Agriculture, Secretary Ann
Veneman. Ann has been a longtime and
dear personal friend of mine. While she
now has accepted a new challenge as
head of UNICEF; that is, the United
Nations Children’s Fund, I want to per-
sonally thank her for the 4 years of
service she has given to this Nation.
Her steadfastness on behalf of agri-
culture was inspiring to us all. So to
Ann Veneman: A job well done.

Her legacy will be her commitment
to trade and food and agricultural se-
curity, which is in the best interest of
all Americans. On her watch she dealt
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