January 20, 2005

have had an effect. She recently asked her
grandfather how old he would be in 2030,
when she will be 35 and old enough to run for
governor in Kentucky. Dave Disponett now
says he has a compelling reason to live to be
9.

Charlie Brotman, the Inaugural Parade an-
nouncer, says that despite the security and
exclusivity now associated with inaugura-
tions, the event remains a moment of na-
tional ceremony that touches even the most
cynical Americans. ‘‘Fathers and mothers
tell me they want to take their children, so
their kids can tell their kids that they were
there. It’s all about the memories.”

For the Disponetts, it certainly is. Their
job now is to try to keep Anna-Marie from
becoming too nonchalant about going to the
inaugurations. When her mother told her re-
cently that this year, she’ll actually get to
dance at a ball, Anna-Marie answered, ‘“Well,
what else would you do?”’

—————

TRIBUTE TO SAMANTHA LOUISE

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, as I was
sitting at the West Front of the Capitol
on this Inauguration Day listening to
the speech of the President and the
hopes of all the speakers for a fresh be-
ginning, I kept thinking of another
fresh beginning that occurred yester-
day when our daughter Kate presented
her husband Howard with a second
daughter and her daughter Bess with a
sister, Samantha Louise.

While the hopes for a new beginning
of an administration are always tem-
pered by time and reality, the hopes
which spring from a new baby are
boundless.

And so, at the inaugural lunch today
in Statuary Hall, Senator WARNER and
his wife Jeanne and General Myers and
Mrs. Myers, as well as our other lunch
partners, raised our glasses in con-
gratulations and best wishes to the
President and Vice President, but also
graciously and gleefully raised their
glasses with my wife Barb and me in
salute to the birth of our grand-
daughter Samantha Louise.

I know my colleagues will forgive
this burst of a grandfather’s pride as
we undertake the serious business be-
fore us.

—————

TRIBUTE TO JAN SOELTER

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, it is my
privilege to honor a very special
woman for her nearly 25 years of serv-
ice with the Social Security Adminis-
tration. Jan Soelter was raised in Bil-
lings, MT, and was a Billings Senior
High School graduate. Jan furthered
her education at Eastern Montana Col-
lege, now MSU-Billings, and graduated
with honors, obtaining a combination
of degrees with a major in psychology
and a minor in art.

Ms. Soelter was hired as a Service
Representative at the Billings Social
Security Administration in January of
1980. She was rapidly promoted to data
review technician in 1981, claims rep-
resentative in Bozeman, MT, in 1982,
and transferred back to Billings as a
field representative in 1985. Jan found
her true calling when she was pro-
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moted, in 2002, to her present position
as public affairs specialist.

Ms. Soelter served on the Board of
Directors: in the early 1970’s for the
Billings Multiple Sclerosis Society,
Helping Hands from 1991 through 1993,
and from 1994 to 2000 for the Billings
Community Center.

Jan has participated in local, re-
gional and national workshops and
conferences. She has also received
many local, regional, and national
awards and recognition for her employ-
ment with the Social Security Admin-
istration.

When Jan Soelter retired on Decem-
ber 31, 2004, we lost a very dedicated
and caring public servant. She is an in-
spiration to us all, and a tireless work-
er for the cause of Senior Citizens. I
have personal knowledge of Jan’s dedi-
cation, drive and commitment, not
only to her profession, but more impor-
tantly to the people she worked with,
and the citizens she worked for. Thank
you, Jan, for your service to our coun-
try.

——
THE COLLEGE OF ST. CATHERINE

Mr. DAYTON. Mr. president, I rise
today to offer my heartfelt congratula-
tions to the College of St. Catherine, in
St. Paul, MN, on the celebration of its
centennial year. St. Catherine is our
country’s largest Catholic college for
women. Its numerous academic
achievements would be impressive for a
college of any size, but for an institu-
tion with fewer then 5,000 students,
such accomplishments are downright
spectacular.

Since its founding 100 years ago, the
College of St. Catherine has expanded
its student body from high school and
lower division college students to in-
clude associate, bachelor’s and grad-
uate degree candidates in more than 60
fields. In 1937, St. Catherine became
the first Catholic college to be awarded
a chapter of the national honor soci-
ety, Phi Beta Kappa.

Today, the College of St. Catherine
continues to distinguish itself as a
leading institution for women’s edu-
cation. Its Women of Substance series
features lectures and performances of
theater, music, and dance by female
speakers and artists from around the
world. In the classroom, the college’s
new Centers for Excellence focus on the
role of women in such diverse fields as
public policy, spirituality, and health.

Annually, the College of St. Cath-
erine graduates more nurses than any
other college or university in Min-
nesota. It is second only to the much
larger University of Minnesota in the
number of public school teachers it has
educated and placed in the State’s cap-
ital city of St. Paul.

Along with all of the Minnesotans
whose lives have benefited from the
talents, professionalism, and Ileader-
ship of St. Catherine’s outstanding
graduates, I would like to say thank
you. The College of St. Catherine’s
commitment to the highest standards
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of academic excellence and social re-
sponsibility have enriched the lives of
its students and its state’s citizens for
a century. I congratulate the faculty,
staff, alumnae, and students of the Col-
lege of St. Catherine on their 100 years
of excellence. I know that they will
continue their great tradition for the
next 100 years.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

IN RECOGNITION OF GEOFFREY
“ROCKY” MYERS, RECIPIENT OF
THE 2004 GAGLIARDI TROPHY

e Mr. CARPER. Mr. President. I rise
today to recognize and congratulate
Geoffrey ‘“‘Rocky’ Myers, the senior
strong safety at Wesley College in
Dover, DE, who has been named the re-
cipient of the 12th annual Gagliardi
Trophy. This award is given annually
to the outstanding football player in
the NCAA Division IIT and is the Divi-
sion IIT equivalent of the Heisman Tro-
phy. His recognition demonstrates the
success that comes from hard work,
perseverance, and the experience of a
remarkable team as well as a dedicated
coach, and the support of an out-
standing college.

The Gagliardi Trophy was presented
to Rocky on December 16, 2004, in
Salem, VA, in the presence of his proud
parents, Gilbert and Cheryl. Unlike the
Heisman, this trophy, sponsored by
Jostens, Inc. and administered by the
SJU J-Club, recognizes excellence in
academics and community service, as
well as athletics.

A native of Bowers Beach, DE, Rocky
attended W.T. Chipman Middle School
and Lake Forest High School through
his sophomore year and finished his
high school career, graduating second
in his class, at Caesar Rodney High
School in Camden, DE. At Wesley,
Rocky played in all 10 games of the
2004 season for the 8-2 Wesley College
Wolverines and totaled 124 tackles, 62
of which were solo tackles, along with
62 assists. Rocky also had 6.5 tackles
for a loss of 20 yards and five intercep-
tions for 84 yards. A ‘“‘Football Ga-
zette’’ National Player of the Week,
ECAC Co-Defensive Player of the Week
and three-time ACFC Defensive Player
of the Week, Rocky ranks 11th nation-
ally with 12.4 total tackles per game,
13th with 1.7 passes defended per game
and 30th with 6.1 solo tackles per game
this season.

Rocky was named to the AIllI-ACFC
and All-ACFC Academic Team for all
four years of his college career. One of
only three Division III players and 15
total scholar-athletes, Rocky was
named to the National Football Foun-
dation and College Hall of Fame’s 2004
National Scholar-Athlete Class. He is
the only wolverine to be named a team
captain three consecutive years.

In addition to his expertise and agil-
ity on the football field, Rocky is a 4.0
academic record student who is major-
ing in biology with a minor in chem-
istry. He was selected for his academic
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