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Work was started on the Flood Hazard 

Study on Oostanaula Creek in October 1987, 
A series of public hearings were held in No-
vember and survey work has proceeded on 
schedule. The final plan was completed and 
ready for funding by September 1988. 

In 1987, a group of volunteer conservation-
ists formed an ‘‘Earth Team’’ to assist the 
McMinn Soil Conservation District with 
their conservation programs. The members 
included Hugh ‘‘Doc’’ Lamb, J. Neal 
Ensminger, Harold ‘‘Prof’’ Powers, Herbert 
‘‘Dick’’ Williams, F. W. Adsit, Rex Moses, 
Charles Engle, E. H. Looney, Clarence 
Streetman, and Ginger Wheeler. 

The McMinn ‘‘Earth Team’’ was the first 
recipients to receive state and national rec-
ognition for their volunteer efforts in con-
servation, They were cited by the National 
Association Conservation Districts for their 
exemplary volunteer efforts to attain con-
servation goals. They were honored at the 
NACD National meeting in February 1988 at 
Little Rock, Arkansas. The ‘‘Keep McMinn 
Beautiful’’ committee was formed as a direct 
result of the Earth Team. 

Some of the projects carried out by the 
Earth Team were: 
I. Conservation Education Program 

a. Conducted conservation school camps 
for city and county schools. 

b. Presented programs to civic and garden 
clubs. 

c. Contacted farmers to explain the provi-
sions of the Farm Bill. 

d. Developed a forest information program 
for area woodlot owners. 

e. Assisted with conservation tours, meet-
ing, etc. 
II. Water Quality Concerns 

a. Conducted an extensive public awareness 
campaign on the water quality problems in 
McMinn County. 

b. Developed a slide presentation on road-
side litter and dumps. 

c. Assisted the county in locating suitable 
landfill sites. 
III. Formed a Speakers Bureau 

a. Sent out brochures to civic, school, and 
church groups on conservation speakers 
available for programs. 
IV. Conservation Application 

a. Located farm boundaries on maps. 
b. Compiled list of Highly Erodible Land 

(HEL). 
c. Assist with layout of strip cropping, ani-

mal waste systems and waterways 
d. Gather information on soil loss for SL– 

1 referrals. 
e. Contact farmers concerning sodbuster- 

swampbuster provisions of Farm Bill. 

In 1993, The Tennessee Department of Con-
servation and Environment published a list 
of all streams in Tennessee, which have 
water pollutants. Oostanaula Creek was 
identified as having pollutants nitrogen and 
pathogen. Best Management Practices were 
installed and cost shared through funds re-
ceived from the Tennessee Department of 
Agriculture with the help of the Southeast 
Tennessee Resource Conservation and Devel-
opment. Water Quality practices included 
stream fencing to prevent livestock having 
direct access to the creek, stream crossing, 
alternative livestock watering systems, con-
servation buffers strips and animal waste 
management systems 

The Farm Bills bring many programs 
under Conservation Compliance. To partici-
pate and receive benefits from USDA is vol-
untary to the farmer. The District strives to 
make program participation clientele friend-
ly and manageable to the farmers as it can, 
while meeting conservation goals. 

In 1993, 484 landowners received assistance 
from Field Office staff. To date, 23,546 acres 
of highly erodible land were identified with 

20,996 acres under conservation plan, and 
13,084 acres plan applied and on the ground. 
The ACP program had 171 referrals. There 
were 25 LTA’s, 13 Farm Bill Status Reviews, 
1 569 compliance investigation, and 7 water 
quality complaints were investigated. 

The McMinn County Water Quality as-
sisted the Tennessee Department of Health & 
Environment with investigations of citizen 
complaints involving water pollution from 
animal waste and dairy operations waste, 
poultry operations waste, mining runoff, and 
disposal of dead animals Investigations were 
conducted of numerous potential ground-
water pollution problems (wells and springs 
in the county), Through these investiga-
tions, samples were collected to be analyzed 
by private laboratories. The test results were 
then analyzed and possible solutions were 
recommended. 

Local industry and utility districts with 
potential groundwater problems were as-
sisted. The County Board of Education was 
assisted with assessment of periodic well 
water sampling requirements to comply with 
State Regulations. Well water samples were 
collected for determination of lead in drink-
ing water from several homes in response to 
requests. The laboratory determination re-
sults were then analyzed and citizens advised 
as to further action. Also, assistance was 
given in determing aquatic weed problems 
and treatment was recommended for several 
farm ponds. 

Consultation was provided for two estab-
lished watershed districts in response to 
water quality assessment needs. Sites for 
drinking water sampling were selected and 
samples collected to establish the need for 
extension of Riceville water lines to addi-
tional areas in the county. 

The Water Qualify Office responded to 
many requests for information and questions 
concerning appropriate authority for assist-
ance. 
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A PROCLAMATION IN MEMORY OF 
CORPORAL NATHAN R. ANDERSON 

HON. ROBERT W. NEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 8, 2005 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I hereby offer my 
heartfelt condolences to the family, friends, 
and community of Cpl. Nathan Anderson upon 
the death of this outstanding Marine. 

Cpl. Anderson was a member of the Weap-
ons Company, 1st Battalion, 8th Marine Regi-
ment, Regimental Combat Team 7, 1st Marine 
Division serving his great nation in the country 
of Iraq. He was a loving son, brother, and 
friend to all who knew him. Cpl. Anderson was 
an active citizen in his community and did his 
best to make his country a better place to live. 

Cpl. Anderson will be remembered for his 
unsurpassed sacrifice of self while protecting 
others. His example of strength and fortitude 
will be remembered by all those who knew 
him. 

While words cannot express our grief during 
the loss of such a courageous Marine, I offer 
this token of profound sympathy to the family, 
friends, and colleagues of Cpl. Nathan R. An-
derson. 

IN HONOR OF MR. ARNOLD 
FONTES 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 8, 2005 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Arnold R. Fontes, who is retiring 
after 34 years as the San Benito County As-
sessor. His continuous re-election for over 
three decades speaks volumes for his ability 
and for the trust the people of this county 
placed in him. 

Mr. Fontes was raised in San Benito County 
and attended local schools. He joined the 
R.O.T.C. and graduated in 1955 from the Uni-
versity of Santa Clara with a degree in Busi-
ness Administration, majoring in accounting. 
He served in Germany as an Army Artillery 
Officer, and met his wife, Helga, while sta-
tioned there. 

Upon returning to the United States he was 
employed by McCormick Selph as their Ac-
counting Manager, and then with Protective 
Papers as Plant Manager and Controller. On 
September 1, 1970 Mr. Fontes was appointed 
Assessor of San Benito County, and ran unop-
posed for eight consecutive terms. 

Arnold Fontes played a significant role in 
the community during those years. His activi-
ties include 31 years with the Boy Scouts of 
America, serving as District Chairman and as 
Vice President of Special Assignments of the 
Monterey Bay Area Council. He was President 
of the California Assessors’ Association in 
1982 and Treasurer from 1983 to 2000. He 
was a member of the San Benito Chamber of 
Commerce for 35 years, including Director 
from 1972 to 1974. During his 32 years with 
the Hollister Rotary Club he served as Presi-
dent from 1979 to 1980, and received the Paul 
Harris Fellowship from the Rotary Foundation 
of Rotary International. Currently, Mr. Fontes 
serves as Treasurer for the Community Foun-
dation for San Benito County. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud Arnold Fontes’s 
many accomplishments, and commend him for 
his tremendous devotion to his community. I 
join all of San Benito County in honoring this 
truly remarkable man for his lifelong achieve-
ments. 
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REMEMBERING AND HONORING 
MR. JOHN ALBERT ‘‘AL’’ 
WICKLAND, JR. 

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 8, 2005 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, today I wish 
to remember and honor an outstanding citizen 
and dear friend, Mr. John Albert ‘‘Al’’ 
Wickland, Jr. from Carmichael, CA, who died 
on Thursday, January 20, 2005. He was 84 
years old. 

Al was raised in Orland, CA. He attended 
the University of California, Berkeley, where 
he studied electrical engineering. When World 
War II began, Al left the University and began 
his lifelong dedication to his country and the 
communities he called home. Al entered the 
U.S. Army Air Corps and served honorably as 
a B–26 instructor during the war. On February 
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