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may hope that a magic wand miraculously res-
cues the current system from future bank-
ruptcy, the reality is that Congress and the 
President must work together now, make nec-
essary reforms, and save Social Security. That 
is what we were elected to do—make deci-
sions and implement policies that help Ameri-
cans now and in the future. To not do so is 
frankly irresponsible. 

My Democratic colleagues argue that we 
don’t need to do anything to reform Social Se-
curity. Many suggest that the magic elixir for 
Social Security is repealing the sensible tax 
cuts Congress and the President signed into 
law over the past four years and stashing the 
money in the Social Security Trust Fund. Tax 
increases will not rescue Social Security. This 
approach, which they have used to fund every 
one of their policy proposals, will restrain the 
economic growth we have experienced over 
the past several years. Since the Republican 
Congress passed the 2001 Jobs and Growth 
Tax Relief Act, the U.S. economy has re-
bounded, millions of new jobs have been cre-
ated, and business investment is the best its 
been in seven years. Repealing these tax cuts 
will hurt the U.S. economy and in turn, do 
nothing to save Social Security. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to put every idea and all the options on 
the table so we can begin to examine how to 
preserve and protect Social Security for to-
day’s seniors and future beneficiaries. 
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HONORING THE BOY SCOUTS OF 
AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BOUSTANY). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 
Con. Res. 6, which is on the agenda of 
the United States House of Representa-
tives today, expressing the support of 
the United States Congress for the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I also rise as a lifetime 
Scouter and a very proud Eagle Scout. 
As a matter of fact, this week marks 
the 95th anniversary of the incorpora-
tion of the Boy Scouts of the America. 
It was February, 1910 that the Boy 
Scouts of America were incorporated in 
New York. They stood for a set of val-
ues. They stood for something. They 
stood on a set of principles, teaching 
young men to be trustworthy, loyal, 
helpful and friendly. 

If you think about it, there are not 
many organizations around today who 
were around 95 years ago that stand for 
the same things today that they stood 
for back at the time of their inception, 
back at the time of their incorpora-
tion, teaching young men to be cour-
teous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, 
brave, clean and reverent to God. That 
is what the Boy Scouts of the America 
stand for. It is what they have always 
stood for. 

The Department of Defense, the 
United States military, have always 
been encouraged by the United States 

Congress. Of course, the Congress pro-
vides one of the very few congressional 
charters to the Boy Scouts of America. 
The Congress has always supported the 
Boy Scouts. 

They have always encouraged the De-
partment of Defense to support the Boy 
Scouts of America, as well. As a matter 
of fact, this coming year, the Boy 
Scouts will hold a quadrennial national 
jamboree at Fort A.P. Hill in Virginia, 
not too far from the Nation’s Capital. 

This resolution encourages the De-
partment of Defense to continue sup-
port of the Boy Scouts of America. I 
believe it is the sense of Congress and 
also the sense of the citizens of the 
United States of America that we con-
tinue to support the Boy Scouts. 
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30-SOMETHING DEMOCRATS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it 
is always an honor to come before the 
House and also the American people in 
this great democracy of ours to address 
issues that are facing our Nation right 
now. 

I must say that earlier today we had 
an opportunity, the Democratic Caucus 
meeting and afterwards, having com-
ments with not only the media, but 
other members of our caucus about the 
needs of Social Security. 

It is important that we make sure 
that Social Security is secured for 
years to come. We know that a number 
of Americans count on and look for-
ward to Social Security being a part of 
their lives not only in retirement, but 
also in their everyday lives. We have 48 
million Americans that are involved in 
Social Security right now, and they are 
not all retired. Many of them are in 
school. Many of them are middle-aged 
individuals. 

Tonight we are going to have a num-
ber of Members from the 30-Something 
Working Group, which I must add, Mr. 
Speaker, started in the last Congress, 
in the 108th Congress. I cochair that 
working group with the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. RYAN), and we are going 
to have a number of Members who are 
very, very concerned about the prin-
ciples that not only the President but 
the majority side have put together as 
the way to save Social Security. 

I will be sharing a few of my com-
ments along the way, but I want to 
make sure that my colleagues have 
enough time to share their concerns 
about what is happening, and the lack 
thereof that should happen, to make 
sure that Social Security is not only 
here for those that are enrolled now, 
but those that will be enrolled in the 
future. 

We know that every American par-
ticipates in the Social Security pro-
gram. We also know the average ben-
efit of the person receiving Social Se-

curity now is $955 a month. I think it is 
important that we pay very close at-
tention. 

Now, here in this Chamber last week, 
and I would say, around this time, the 
President came into a joint session of 
the Congress on the State of the Union 
and said that Americans over the age 
of 55 do not have to worry about the 
changes that he would like to make to 
the Social Security plan. 

I must say that that brought 
amounts of concern throughout the 
country not only with me and Members 
of Congress on both sides of the aisle, 
but many Americans. It was almost 
saying that if you are 55, do not worry 
about it; if you are under 55, trust us. 
And I can tell you that when we start 
dealing with generational Social Secu-
rity, or one generation against the 
other, I think that is very dangerous. 
Social Security was never designed to 
deal with one segment of the popu-
lation, giving them certain benefits, 
and another segment, not giving them 
benefits. 

But I just want to mention a few 
guiding principles that we should think 
about here tonight. Number one, we 
should try to make sure that we have a 
Social Security plan, that we are not 
borrowing from the Social Security 
trust fund. The Social Security trust 
fund is there to make sure that when 
we have a rainy day, or when we have 
a shortfall, we are able to go to that 
trust fund. 

What the President and the majority 
side are proposing now, they are saying 
that we are going to help save Social 
Security, but at the same time we are 
going to take us $2 trillion more into 
debt over the next 10 years. There has 
to be a better way to make sure that 
we deal with the Social Security issue. 

Social Security is not at a crisis 
point. I have heard many Members, 
through press clips and press accounts 
and even here on this floor, say that 
there is a crisis, that there is a fire, 
that Social Security is going bankrupt, 
it is going belly up. That is not true. 
And I hope that through a bipartisan 
debate and a bipartisan plan, and I am 
not talking about one or two members 
of the Republican Caucus, I am talking 
about this entire Congress because we 
all have Social Security recipients that 
are our constituents that are counting 
on us to be able to make sure that So-
cial Security is solvent for many years. 

Mr. Speaker, I will suspend on my 
comments right now, but I have my co-
chair here, the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. RYAN). He is a distinguished mem-
ber in his own right. 

We have the privilege of serving on 
the Committee on Armed Services to-
gether and even on the same sub-
committee. It has been indeed a pleas-
ure working with him. He is also on the 
Committee on Education and the 
Workforce and Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. And he is a well-studied gen-
tleman that I hold in high regard. 

Earlier today I was talking with the 
gentleman about what we share with 
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