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the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
the International Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights, the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms
of Discrimination Against Women, the
United Nations Declaration on Violence
Against Women, the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, the Convention of Belem
do Para, the Inter-American Convention to
Prevent and Punish Torture, the Inter-Amer-
ican Convention on Forced Disappearance,
and the United Nations Declaration on the
Protection of All Persons From Enforced
Disappearance; and

Whereas continuing impunity for these
crimes is a threat to the rule of law in Mex-
ico: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) condemns the ongoing abductions and
murders of young women in Ciudad Juarez
and the city of Chihuahua in the State of
Chihuahua, Mexico, since 1993;

(2) expresses its sincerest condolences and
deepest sympathy to the families of the vic-
tims of these murders;

(3) recognizes the courageous struggle of
the victims’ families in seeking justice for
the victims;

(4) urges the President and Secretary of
State to incorporate the investigative and
preventative efforts of the Mexican Govern-
ment in the bilateral agenda between the
Governments of Mexico and the United
States and to continue to express concern
over these abductions and murders to the
Government of Mexico;

(5) urges the President and Secretary of
State to continue to express support for the
efforts of the victims’ families to seek jus-
tice for the victims, to express concern relat-
ing to the continued harassment of these
families and the human rights defenders
with whom they work, and to express con-
cern with respect to impediments in the abil-
ity of the families to receive prompt and ac-
curate information in their cases;

(6) supports efforts to identify unknown
victims through forensic analysis, including
DNA testing, conducted by independent, im-
partial experts who are sensitive to the spe-
cial needs and concerns of the victims’ fami-
lies, as well as efforts to make these services
available to any families who have doubts
about the results of prior forensic testing;

(7) condemns the use of torture as a means
of investigation into these crimes;

(8) encourages the Secretary of State to
continue to include in the annual Country
Report on Human Rights of the Department
of State all instances of improper investiga-
tory methods, threats against human rights
activists, and the use of torture with respect
to cases involving the murder and abduction
of young women in the State of Chihuahua;

(9) encourages the Secretary of State to
urge the Government of Mexico and the
State of Chihuahua to review the cases of
murdered women in which those accused or
convicted of murder have credibly alleged
they were tortured or forced by a state agent
to confess to the crime;

(10) strongly recommends that the United
States Ambassador to Mexico visit Ciudad
Juarez and the city of Chihuahua for the pur-
pose of meeting with the families of the vic-
tims, women’s rights organizations, and
Mexican Federal and State officials respon-
sible for investigating these crimes and pre-
venting future such crimes;

(11) encourages the Secretary of State to
urge the Government of Mexico to ensure
fair and proper judicial proceedings for the
individuals who are accused of these abduc-
tions and murders and to impose appropriate
punishment for those individuals subse-
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quently determined to be guilty of such
crimes;

(12) encourages the Secretary of State to
urge the State of Chihuahua to hold account-
able those law enforcement officials whose
failure to adequately investigate the mur-
ders, whether through negligence, omission,
or abuse, has led to impunity for these
crimes;

(13) recognizes the special prosecutor has
begun to review cases and encourages the ex-
pansion of her mission to include the city of
Chihuahua;

(14) strongly supports the work of the spe-
cial commissioner to prevent violence
against women in Ciudad Juarez and Chi-
huahua City;

(15) condemns all senseless acts of violence
in all parts of the world and, in particular,
violence against women; and

(16) expresses the solidarity of the people
of the United States with the people of Mex-
ico in the face of these tragic and senseless
acts.

————
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED
SA 138. Mr. SPECTER submitted an

amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 256, to amend title 11 of the
United States Code, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 138. Mr. SPECTER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 256, to amend title 11
of the United States Code, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

On page 500, strike lines 7 through 11, and
insert the following:

(1) by redesignating subsection (I) as sub-
section (n); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (k) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(l) Notwithstanding any other provision
of this section, the benefits required to be
provided by a last signatory operator under
chapter 99 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, may not be terminated or modified by
any court in a proceeding under this title.

‘“(m) If the debtor, during the 180-day pe-
riod ending

e —
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and

Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, March 9, 2005, at 10 a.m. to
conduct a hearing on ‘“The State of the
Securities Industry.”

Concurrent with the hearing, the
committee intends to vote on the nom-
ination of Mr. Ronald A. Rosenfeld, of
Oklahoma, to be a director of the Fed-
eral Housing Finance Board.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL

RESOURCES
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
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sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 9, at 10 a.m.

The purpose of the hearing is to con-
sider the nominations of Patricia Lynn
Scarlett to be Deputy Secretary of the
Interior and Jeffrey Clay Sell to be
Deputy Secretary of Energy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet on
Wednesday, March 9, 2005, at 9:30 a.m.
to conduct a business meeting regard-
ing S. 131, Clear Skies Act of 2005. The
hearing will be held in SD-406.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet in open executive session during
the session on Wednesday, March 9,
2005, at 10 a.m., to consider an original
bill entitled, Personal Responsibility
and Individual Development for Every-
one (PRIDE) Act, and to consider fa-
vorably reporting the nominations of
Harold Damelin, to be Inspector Gen-
eral, Department of the Treasury,
Washington, DC, and, Raymond Wag-
ner, to be a member of the Internal
Revenue Service Oversight Board,
Washington, DC.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions meet in executive session
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, March 9, 2005, at 10 a.m. in
SD-430.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet on Wednesday, March 9, 2005, at
10 a.m. for a hearing to consider the
Department of Homeland Security’s
budget submission for fiscal year 2006.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet on Wednesday, March 9, 2005 at a
time to be determined, to hold a busi-
ness meeting to consider the nomina-
tion of Michael Jackson to be Deputy
Secretary, Department of Homeland
Security.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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