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a year out of an estimated 20,000 in the state
in order to address the problems they created
and reclaim the surrounding land and water.
He also helped work on the endless problem
of underground coal fires, of which at least 29
subterranean fires still smolder in coal seams
throughout Colorado.

Mr. Bucknam’s love of the outdoors, his
service to his state and community, and his
work on addressing the legacy of mining activ-
ity are all worthy of recognition. My staff and
| wish to express our thoughts and wishes to
his family and coworkers.

——
CELEBRATING THE ACHIEVE-
MENTS OF RICHARD

“HEATWAVE” BERLER

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 10, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the accomplishments and contribu-
tions of Richard Berler of Laredo, TX.

Better known as “Heatwave”, Mr. Berler is
the chief meteorologist at KGNS-TV in La-
redo, TX. This past Monday, February 14th,
Berler, 51, celebrated 25 years of reporting
and predicting the weather at the station.

Having started at a time when weather fore-
casts were not considered a serious part of
the News, Berler has taken his job to a higher
level and positively affected the local commu-
nity.

Originally from Westport, Connecticut, Berler
was first attracted to Laredo for its unique cli-
mate. Having always studied climate patterns
for a hobby, Berler found it fascinating when
he learnt about Laredo hitting 100 degrees as
early as the month of February. Laredo is
unique for its semiarid and subtropical climate,
and it occasionally gets hot dry air from the
Mexican Plateau.

After attending college at Florida State Uni-
versity and then working for a small station in
Minnesota, Berler found an opening at KGNS
in Laredo and jumped at the opportunity. Al-
most immediately after working, Berler be-
came a meteorologist, taking his own atmos-
pheric readings before every newscast to im-
prove the accuracy of his predictions. He
quickly acquired the name “Heatwave” for his
enthusiasm and commitment to the weather
news. In his 25 years, he has witnessed and
reported record highs of 103 °F in February,
105 °F in March, and 110 °F in April.

Mr. Speaker, Heatwave has become an icon
as far as the weather is concerned and people
look up to him in the community. | thank him
for his contributions, and congratulate him on
his 25th anniversary at KGNS.

RECOGNIZING THE “TOWARD A
SUSTAINABLE BRONX™ 2004 CON-
FERENCE

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 10, 2005
Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

acknowledge the efforts of a number of Bronx-
based organizations to organize a major en-
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ergy and environmental symposium in the
Bronx. This event, sponsored by the Center
for Sustainable Energy at Bronx Community
College and the Bronx Initiative for Energy
and the Environment at The Bronx Overall

Economic Development Corporation,  will
broaden the audience for, and awareness of,
renewable and alternative energy tech-
nologies.

For many years, the South Bronx has suf-
fered from high levels of pollution, which have
led to public health problems in the area. For
instance, asthma rates among children are
250 percent higher than in the rest of New
York City. The South Bronx can benefit greatly
from the use of energy-efficient and clean fuel
technologies. Many businesses, developers,
and other stakeholders, however, are unaware
of both what they can do and where they can
go to find these tools. This symposium will an-
swer those questions, and help make the
South Bronx a healthier and more environ-
mentally sound place to live.

Mr. Speaker, the importance of this con-
ference cannot be understated. This con-
ference is an opportunity to promote tech-
nologies that can improve the energy effi-
ciency of our buildings, prepare our students
for the workforce through education and train-
ing, and promote practices that will help to
strengthen our economy. | am confident that
this conference will lead to greater community
participation in efforts to improve the quality of
life in the Bronx.

| would like to thank the President of Bronx
Community College, Dr. Carolyn Grubbs Wil-
liams for her leadership on these issues. | also
congratulate the Center for Sustainable En-
ergy, the Bronx Initiative for Energy and the
Environment, and the Bronx River Research
Group for their efforts in making this con-
ference a reality. Lastly, | would like to thank
the many other partnership organizations in-
volved in the project, including: Rebuild Amer-
ica program at the U.S. Department of Energy,
New York Power Authority, New York State
Energy Research & Development Authority,
New York City Energy $mart Communities,
and several Bronx-based businesses.

| hope my colleagues will join me in con-
gratulating all the parties involved for their
dedication to these important environmental
and public health issues, and in wishing them
continued success in the years to come.

A TRIBUTE TO STEPHANIE ARNO
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 10, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
Stephanie Arno for her commitment to public
service and her church.

Stephanie is one of five children born and
reared in the East New York neighborhood of
Brooklyn. She was educated in the New York
City public schools. She obtained her Bachelor
of Arts in Political Science from the University
Center of New York at Binghamton and her
Master of Arts in Political Science from Brook-
lyn College.

Employed with the New York City Depart-
ment of Probation for the past 16 years,
Stephanie began her career as a Probation
Officer Trainee in the Kings Adult Investigation
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Unit. She rose through the ranks to become
Borough Director of her present assignment,
Manhattan Alternative to Detention (MATD),
Family Court Division.

In 2002, one of Stephanie’s noteworthy ac-
complishments is being the first President and
founding member of the New York City Proba-
tion Guardians Association, Inc. In 2004,
Stephanie was re-elected as President of the
New York City Probation Guardians Associa-
tion, Inc. The Probation Guardians Associa-
tion, Inc. is a fraternal association for all Afri-
can-Americans employed in NYC’s Probation
Department.

A member of the Greater Allen Cathedral of
New York, AME, her favorite scripture is from
Isaiah 54:2-3, “Enlarge the place of your tent,
stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold
back; lengthen your cords; strengthen your
stakes. For you will spread out to the right and
to the left; your descendants will dispossess
nations and settle in their desolate cities”.
[NIV]

The legacy of Stephanie Arno is to be
known as someone who understands that
every child who proclaims to be a “hard rock”
is actually a gem so let us mine our future
with delicate hands.

Mr. Speaker, Stephanie Arno has dedicated
her professional career to public service
through her work in the criminal justice sys-
tem. As such, she is more than worthy of re-
ceiving our recognition today and | urge my
colleagues to join me in honoring this truly re-
markable person.

———

TRIBUTE TO CEDARS-SINAI
MEDICAL CENTER

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 10, 2005

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center—one of
the premier hospitals in the world—for pro-
viding the highest quality of health care to
hundreds of thousands of people, for its inno-
vative medical research and for its dedicated
work in supporting, housing and developing
the Louis Warschaw Prostate Cancer Center.

Cedars is one of the largest non-profit aca-
demic medical centers in the Western United
States. It has more than 1,800 physicians in
all medical specialties, more than 8,000 em-
ployees and 200 volunteers. The physicians
are leaders in basic and clinical research.
They teach over 245 residents and fellows in
60 graduate medical education programs.

For the fifth straight two-year period, Ce-
dars-Sinai has been named Southern Califor-
nia’s gold standard in health care. In National
Research Corporation’s 2004 Healthcare Mar-
ket Guide survey, Los Angeles area residents
named Cedars-Sinai the “Most Preferred Hos-
pital for All Health Needs.” Cedars-Sinai is
internationally renowned for its diagnostics
and treatment capabilities and its broad spec-
trum of programs and breakthroughs in bio-
medical research and superlative medical edu-
cation. It ranks among the top 10 non-univer-
sity hospitals in the nation for its research ac-
tivities.

The Warschaw family, one of Los Angeles’
most prominent, turned to Cedars-Sinai to es-
tablish the Louis Warschaw Prostate Cancer
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