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URGING THE EUROPEAN UNION TO 

ADD HEZBOLLAH TO THE EU’S 
LIST OF TERRORIST ORGANIZA-
TIONS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 14, 2005 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of H. Res. 101, a 
resolution urging the European Union to add 
Hezbollah to the European Union’s list of ter-
rorist organizations. 

Over the past two decades, Hezbollah has 
been synonymous with terror, suicide bomb-
ings and kidnappings. This Iran-backed, Leba-
nese-based terrorist group serves as an um-
brella organization of radical Islamic Shiite 
groups and entities. Hezbollah, which the U.S. 
government estimates consists of several 
thousand militants, has balked at recent U.N. 
Security Council resolutions requiring it to dis-
arm. This terrorist group is responsible for 
nearly 200 attacks since 1982 that have killed 
more than 800 people. Its political rhetoric in-
cludes calls for the destruction of the State of 
Israel. Most recently, both Israeli and Pales-
tinian officials noted an alarming increase in 
Hezbollah support for terrorism in the Pales-
tinian territories. The organization enjoys fund-
ing of $10 million to $20 million monthly from 
Iran, a country that continues to seek a nu-
clear weapon. 

U.S. intelligence has shown that Hezbollah 
cells operate in Europe, Africa, South Amer-
ica, and North America. Hezbollah’s reported 
involvement in the 1983 suicide bombing at-
tack that killed 241 United States Marines in 
Beirut and other acts of atrocities begs its in-
clusion to the European Union’s list of terrorist 
organizations. 

Mr. Speaker, a critical part of the war on ter-
ror is identifying terrorist threats and the orga-
nizations and people who carry out acts of 
atrocity. I am encouraged by the European 
Union Parliament’s passing of a resolution 
urging the European Union leadership and the 
member governments to list Hezbollah as a 
terrorist entity. I applaud this step and hope 
that it leads to the inclusion of Hezbollah on 
the European Union’s list of terrorist organiza-
tions. 

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. 

f 

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF TEXAS STATE REPRESENTA-
TIVE RYAN GUILLEN 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Representative Ryan Guillen for his 
commitment to building a better future for 
South Texas. 

Ryan Guillen is a native of Starr County, 
with deep roots in the Texas business commu-
nity. Before entering public service, he worked 
as a commodities trader, a rancher, a teacher, 
and an independent small businessman. This 
experience helped to shape his priorities: in 

the legislature, he acted to help teachers, fire-
fighters and policemen with low interest loans, 
authored a bill to lower taxes for the disabled 
and elderly, and passed legislation to reform 
government in his county. 

Representative Guillen was elected to the 
Texas House in November, 2002, and quickly 
distinguished himself. He was named Fresh-
man Legislator of the Year by the Freshman 
Democratic Caucus of the Texas House of 
Representatives, and passed more bills than 
any other member of the first-term Democratic 
class. He is the only Democrat appointed to 
the Legislative Council Board, a powerful com-
mittee which oversees the internal operations 
of the Texas Legislature. 

He has been especially committed to the 
issue of education. He fought to restore cuts 
to teacher insurance, authored a bill to in-
crease school district funding in Texas by $1.2 
billion dollars, and worked to protect the rights 
of all Texas children to an equal, high quality 
education. 

Mr. Speaker, Representative Guillen has 
distinguished himself as a passionate and ef-
fective legislator, and he has a bright future 
ahead of him. I am proud to have the chance 
to recognize his work. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE ST. JO-
SEPH HIGH SCHOOL INDIANS ON 
THEIR INDIANA CLASS 3A GIRLS 
STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP 

HON. CHRIS CHOCOLA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2005 

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the South Bend St. Joseph’s 
High School Indians on their Indiana High 
School Athletic Association Girls Basketball 
Class 3A state championship. 

For the second time in three years, the St. 
Joe Indians’ girls basketball team found them-
selves at the Conseco Fieldhouse in Indianap-
olis, Indiana for the state championship game. 
As the final game horn sounded on Saturday 
March 5, 2005, the Indians won by a score of 
70–57 defeating Corydon Central High School. 

Over 9,000 fans witnessed a 24–10 run in 
the fourth quarter allowing the Indians to bring 
home St. Joseph County’s first state cham-
pionship in girls basketball. This victory 
capped off a 25–1 record for the season. 

I would like to acknowledge Head Coach 
Mike Megyese and Assistant Coaches Lou 
Megyese, Dan Applegate, Clem Litka and 
Brad Dunlap on an extraordinary season. 

As their many fans know, this team has 
been led by an outstanding group of seniors 
who have taken St. Joseph’s to an incredible 
83–18 record during their four years. 

On behalf of the citizens of Indiana’s Sec-
ond Congressional District, I would like to con-
gratulate South Bend’s newest champions in-
cluding seniors Aimee Litka, Corey Jo Keim, 
Katie St. Clair, Erin Newsom; juniors Melissa 
Lechlitner, Ashley Miller, Becky Newsom; 
sophomores Sydney Smallbone, Kristen 
Dockery; and freshmen DeBorah Wilson and 
Cary Werntz. 

Student Managers Sarah Pendl, Katie 
Dunlap, Christie Nurkowski, Courtney 
Szymanski, Gary Paczesny and Erin Rempala 

also deserve a special congratulation for their 
contributions to the team. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that everyone in St. Jo-
seph County including the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne—South Bend Superintendent Michelle 
Hittie, the St. Joseph High School staff includ-
ing Principal Daniel Swygart, Athletic Director 
Frank Pomarico, Assistant Athletic Director 
Kristi Beechy, and all of the St. Joseph Indi-
ans’ parents and fans are extremely proud of 
the accomplishment these young women have 
achieved. 

Again, I would like to congratulate the Indi-
ans of St. Joseph High School on winning the 
county’s first ever girls state basketball cham-
pionship. 

f 

CIVIC PARTICIPATION AND 
REHABILITATION ACT OF 2005 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2005 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
introduce the Civic Participation and Rehabili-
tation Act of 2005, legislation that will provide 
persons who have been released from incar-
ceration the right to vote in Federal elections. 

With just two states, Maine and Vermont, 
placing no restrictions on the voting rights of 
offenders or ex-offenders, the United States 
may have the most restrictive disenfran-
chisement policy in the world. Such prohibi-
tions on the right to vote undermine both the 
voting system and the fundamental rights of 
ex-offenders. This legislation will serve to clar-
ify and expand voting rights, as well as assist 
former felons with their reintegration into our 
democracy. 

This past November it was estimated that 
approximately 2.3 percent of the voting age 
population, about 5 million people, were pro-
hibited from voting because of state felon dis-
enfranchisement laws. While it is undeniable 
that this group of disqualified voters was large 
enough to influence the outcome of close 
elections, partisan concerns obscure the fact 
that our varied, state-by-state approaches to 
ex-offender voting rights leads to confusion 
and disenfranchisement of legitimate voters 
under these existing laws. In the past two 
election cycles, flawed voter purges have de-
prived legitimate voters of their rights. More-
over, in Ohio, an erroneous interpretation of 
state law by the Secretary of State deprived 
thousands of ex-felons of even the right to 
register. Only federal law can conclusively re-
solve the ambiguities in this area plaguing our 
voting system. 

In addition to tainting this country’s funda-
mental principle of the right to vote, denying 
voting rights to ex-offenders denies them of 
the opportunity to fully participate and con-
tribute to their society. Disenfranchisement 
laws isolate and alienate ex-offenders, and 
serve as one more obstacle in their attempt to 
successfully reintegrate into society. Restrict-
ing voting rights, a critical tool of self-em-
powerment, can only lead to higher rates of 
recidivism, community apathy, and other social 
ills. We fail not just ex-offenders by denying 
them the right to vote, but the rest of a society 
that has struggled throughout its history to be 
legitimate and inclusive. Just like poll taxes 
and literacy tests prevented an entire class of 
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citizens, namely African Americans, from inte-
grating into society after centuries of slavery, 
felon disenfranchisement laws prevent ex-of-
fenders from reintegrating into society after 
retribution. 

Statistics on felon disenfranchisement indi-
cate that Congressional action is clearly war-
ranted. The Sentencing Project estimates that 
4.7 million Americans, or 1 in 43 adults, have 
currently or permanently lost the right to vote 
as a result of a felony conviction. 1.4 million 
or 13 percent of African American men are 
disenfranchised, a rate seven times the na-
tional average. Given current rates of incarcer-
ation, 3 in 10 of the next generation of African 
American men can expect to be disenfran-
chised at some point in their lifetime. An esti-
mated 676,730 women are currently ineligible 
to vote as a result of a felony conviction. 
These statistics have prompted state re-
sponses. Most recently, Alabama, Nevada, 
Wyoming, and Connecticut, have adopted leg-
islation that expands voting rights for ex-fel-
ons. We must now act at the Federal level. 

f 

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF TEXAS STATE REPRESENTA-
TIVE RUTH MCCLENDON 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Representative Ruth Jones 
McClendon for her dedicated service to the 
people of Texas. 

Ruth McClendon has been a tremendous 
advocate for public safety and public health in 
the State of Texas. She is the creator of the 
Neighborhood Cellular on Patrol program, 
which has won acclaim from President George 
W. Bush for its effectiveness in reducing 
crime. She founded the Community Crime 
Prevention Network to fight neighborhood 
crime, sponsored legislation to support com-
munity policing and increase penalties for 
church burnings, and hosted a seminar with 
constituents to help them respond to gang ac-
tivity. 

While in the legislature, Representative 
McClendon passed two children’s asthma bills, 
for which she received the American Lung As-
sociation of Texas Public Policy Award for 
2001. She created a medical academy to pre-
pare medical students to practice in inner city 
neighborhoods, and worked to pass a bill to 
dedicate $400 million for a pediatric cancer 
center in San Antonio. 

Her legislative activity has brought her nu-
merous awards, including listings in the 
World’s Who’s Who of Women and Who’s 
Who in Texas. She is a graduate of Texas 
Southern University, and holds an honorary 
doctorate from Guadalupe College Theological 
Seminary. She was the first African-American 
woman elected to the San Antonio City Coun-
cil, and was named a 2003 Headliner by the 
San Antonio Chapter of Women in Commu-
nications. 

Mr. Speaker, Ruth Jones McClendon has 
been a tireless and effective public servant, 
and a role model and guardian for her com-
munity. She deserves our gratitude, and I am 
pleased to have this opportunity to recognize 
her for her work. 

SOUTH PARK HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2005 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
call your attention to the great South Park 
High School in Buffalo, New York which this 
year is celebrating 90 years of excellence in 
educating Western New York’s young people. 

Ninety-one years ago this week, on St. Pat-
rick’s Day, the people of South Buffalo broke 
ground at 150 Southside Parkway for the con-
struction of what would become City of Buffalo 
Public School Number 206. 

That same year, on June 1st, the corner-
stone was placed at PS 206, also known as 
South Park High School, marking the institu-
tion as the fifth public high school built in the 
City of Buffalo. 

On September 7, 1915, the doors of South 
Park opened; welcoming 680 students and 32 
faculty members. 

Home of the Sparks, the South Park faithful 
proudly display their school spirit through the 
black and red tradition. 

Over the last nine decades the teachers and 
administrators at South Park have motivated, 
nurtured and educated thousands of Buffalo’s 
youth, preparing each for the road ahead and 
providing all with the tools necessary to pur-
sue a limitless future. 

I am proud to call myself an alumnus of 
South Park and grateful for the wealth of 
knowledge and values I have obtained through 
my experiences at the school. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the op-
portunity to commemorate the 90th Anniver-
sary of Buffalo’s South Park High School and 
wish the institution continued success in in-
stalling pride and excellence in Western New 
York young people for decades to come. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BETTY MILLER 
ON RECEIVING THE JOSEPH F. 
SAPORITO LIFETIME ACHIEVE-
MENT AWARD 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2005 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to pay tribute to 
Betty Miller, who was recognized at a recep-
tion held February 20, 2005, at the 
Grammercy Ballroom in Pittston. The Sunday 
Dispatch has chosen Betty Miller as the recipi-
ent of the Joseph F. Saporito Lifetime of Serv-
ice Award. 

My good friend Betty Miller is a selfless 
woman who has devoted her life to making life 
better for others. Of all her accomplishments— 
and there are many—Betty is perhaps proud-
est of the Wyoming Monument Association. 
She is in her 47th year as president of this or-
ganization, and she was preceded by her 
mother-in-law. Sarah Perkins Miller was presi-
dent for 35 years. 

The Association has more than 350 mem-
bers—all women—many of whom are direct 
descendents of those who died in the Wyo-
ming Massacre of July 3, 1778. Betty’s ances-

tors, William Reynolds and Elias Roberts, are 
listed on the Monument among the victims of 
the Wyoming Massacre. 

The first attempts to build a memorial date 
back to 1809. In the spring of 1841, the 
women of Luzeme County came together 
under the name Ladies Luzeme Monumental 
Association and raised the money for the 
monument. In 1860, the State of Pennsylvania 
gave the title to the land to the Wyoming 
Monument Association. 

I was pleased to work with Betty in getting 
the Wyoming Monument rightfully listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Betty is 
proud of the Monument and proud of the role 
women have played in its history. 

Betty became a member of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution 60 years ago. She 
has served as the First Vice President Gen-
eral of the national organization, making her 
the highest-ranked Pennsylvania member 
ever. Betty just stepped down after her second 
stint as chair of the Wyoming Valley Chapter. 

Betty has served as state president of the 
General Federation of Women’s Clubs in 
Pennsylvania, president of the Wyoming 
Woman’s Club, and chair of the board of the 
Luzeme County Library System. 

Betty has been actively involved with the 
Greater Pittston Salvation Army Advisory 
Board for 22 years and served as chair of the 
board on two occasions. During the latest Red 
Kettle Campaign, Betty—at the age of 88— 
rang a bell for the Salvation Army for 6 days 
in a row, from 9 in the morning to 5 in the 
evening. 

In 1976, she was appointed to the Bicenten-
nial Commission and participated in planning 
the nation’s observance of its 200th anniver-
sary. She received a special commendation 
from the governor for her role in the Bicenten-
nial. 

Betty volunteers at the Veterans’ Adminis-
tration Hospital. Betty was presented with the 
Four Chaplains Legion of Honor Membership 
Award by the Chapel of the Four Chaplains in 
Philadelphia and later received the Humani-
tarian Award for ‘‘distinguished service to her 
fellow man.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating this fine lady who has given so much of 
herself. She is most deserving of accolades 
from The Sunday Dispatch. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE AND 
WORK OF SERBIAN PRIME MIN-
ISTER ZORAN DJINDJIC 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 15, 2005 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, on 
March 12, 2003, Serbia’s Prime Minister Zoran 
Djindjic was brutally assassinated in broad day 
light on the streets of Belgrade, Serbia. 

As Serbia’s first democratically-elected, non- 
communist Prime Minister following the fall of 
Slobodan Milosevic, Zoran Djindjic brought to 
his office and the people of Serbia more than 
democracy and freedom—he brought with him 
the hopes and dreams of the Serbian people. 
Under the oppressive rule of tyrannical dic-
tators and autocrats, the Serbian people were 
emotionally and physically battered and 
scarred by years of ethnic civil-war and bomb-
ings. Prime Minister Djindjic promised them a 
better future filled with peace and prosperity. 
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