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her community she was awarded the 1998
American Red Cross Spectrum Award and
she also received the 1999 WNBA Entrepre-
neurial Spirit Award.

Dawn Staley is an outstanding athlete,
coach and inspiration. She is a champion in
the truest sense of the word.

RECOGNIZING TOM HARPOOL FOR
HIS ENDLESS COMMUNITY SERV-
ICE

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Tom Harpool, from Denton, Texas,
in the heart of the 26th Congressional District
of Texas, for his dedicated service to the com-
munity.

Tom Harpool makes helping his community
a high priority in his life. He has spent so
much of his time dedicated to assisting others
in throughout the community. From education
to banking, Tom Harpool has made a dif-
ference in our lives.

In 1954, Mr. Harpool began the first of six
terms on the Denton Independent School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees serving as its board
president from 1969 until 1973. Mr. Harpool
has also been a part of the United Way of
Denton County, Boy Scouts of America, 4—-H
Club and Saint Andrew Presbyterian Church
for years. In addition, Mr. Harpool has served
on the boards of a local bank and savings &
loan before becoming a board member of the
Upper Trinity River Authority.

In his own, Mr. Harpool has become a
“Master Gardener” and enjoys sharing this
hobby with the community through a gar-
dening organization. He has been an active
member of the Kiwanis Club for over 50 years
and dutifully served on their board. Mr.
Harpool has even dabbled in politics by being
an active supporter of many candidates in
both local and national races.

| am proud to represent Tom Harpool—a
man who has given so much back to his com-
munity. Mr. Harpool’s advice, council and sup-
port to the community, whether directly or indi-
rectly, over the years, are certainly something
for which to be thankful. | am grateful that can
represent such wonderful citizens like Mr.
Harpool.

————

TRIBUTE TO TEMPLE BETH JACOB
ON THE OCCASION OF THE SEV-
ENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF
ITS FOUNDING

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Temple Beth Jacob as it celebrates the
75th anniversary of its founding. As the oldest
congregation on the San Francisco Peninsula,
Temple Beth Jacob stands as a testament to
the long tradition of involvement of the Jewish
community in the religious and public life in
the Bay Area.

Founded in 1930, Temple Beth Jacob was
the first Jewish religious institution created be-
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tween the cities of San Francisco and San
Jose. Its membership today is burgeoning with
a vibrant congregation of more than 450 fami-
lies from throughout the Peninsula to worship,
to learn, and to strengthen both the Jewish
community and the Bay Area community as a
whole.

The congregation is led by Rabbi Nathaniel
Ezray, who is now in his tenth year as the
head of this congregation. Over the years,
he’s demonstrated a sincere commitment to
translating the lessons of faith into actions that
will benefit the community. In a 1995 inter-
view, he said, “What's compelling for me is
the social justice of Judaism. | want our con-
gregation to respond together to domestic vio-
lence, AIDS, black-Jewish relations. My pas-
sion is teaching, but the pulpit allows me the
opportunity to teach in many different ways
and to create meaning and relevance.” He
lives with his wife, Mimi, and their daughter,
Emily, and son, Ethan, in Redwood City.

In the decades before Rabbi Ezray began at
the synagogue, Rabbi H. David Teitelbaum led
the congregation at Temple Beth Jacob for 38
years. Under his leadership, the congregation
grew from only 100 active families to its
present size of nearly four times that number.
A longtime advocate for civil rights, Rabbi
Teitelbaum traveled to Selma, Alabama in the
1960’s to march with Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., believing that the history of persecution of
the Jewish people creates in them a special
obligation to protect the human rights of all.
He continues to serve as a beacon for the
community and his former congregation in his
current role as Executive Director of the Board
of Rabbis of Northern California.

Temple Beth Jacob has a long tradition of
coordinating with other religious institutions in
the Bay Area to provide vital services to the
community at large. In addition to providing a
school and a pre-school to the community,
Temple Beth Jacob’s efforts have helped to
house the homeless through the Interfaith
Homeless Network and feed the hungry
through the Urban Ministry’s “Breaking Bread”
program. They are annual cosponsors of the
Martin Luther King observance in Redwood
City, and have hosted the event over the
years. All told, Temple Beth Jacob is a model
of dedicated community action.

Mr. Speaker, I'm proud to honor Temple
Beth Jacob as it celebrates its 75th anniver-
sary. After three quarters of a century, Temple
Beth Jacob remains a source of pride for the
Peninsula, and promises to be a center of our
community for decades to come.

———

UNITED STATES AND RUSSIA
ENERGY DIALOG

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, much atten-
tion has been paid to the recent conversations
President Bush and President Putin have had
about democracy. Less attention has been
paid to their other discussions regarding mar-
ket economics, supply and demand, and U.S.
energy security.

Although there are varying ideas in Amer-
ican political discourse about the proper role
of government, in the post-September 11th
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world there can be no disagreement that our
government’s main concern is security of
American citizens. National security discus-
sions usually focus on threats to public safety,
but | would like to call attention to a less-no-
ticed facet of American security: the impor-
tance of our energy security. One of the great
strengths of our nation is our access to afford-
able, reliable energy. Safeguarding that en-
ergy security means ensuring that access to
energy continues.

In earlier Administrations, energy policies
concentrated on lowering the United States’
increasing dependence on imported oil. But
the oil embargo of 1973 changed America’s
approach to energy policy. The focus shifted
to reducing dependence on other countries to
meet our energy needs and to minimizing the
economic impact of future oil disruptions. The
measures put in place (enhanced energy effi-
ciency, increased industrial fuel switching ca-
pabilities, decreased use of oil for power gen-
eration, and others) altered America’s use of
energy by decoupling energy growth from
GDP growth and decreasing our average en-
ergy intensity, important factors in making the
U.S. less vulnerable to oil supply disruptions.
Other measures such as developing strategic
stocks (building and filling the strategic petro-
leum reserve, or SPR), developing inter-
national institutions to respond collectively to
energy disruptions, and diversifying the
sources of oil imported into the United States
have brought more certainty and stability to
the energy market. While energy security poli-
cies have not stopped oil disruptions (nor
stopped the growth of oil imports which are at
58 percent of to day’s consumption) they have
enhanced our ability cope with disruptions
while limiting economic and market impacts.

Diversifying the sources of energy refers to
both fuel and geographic diversity, as well as
work to develop other types of energy sup-
plies. Increasingly, America is looking to im-
ports of liquefied natural gas (LNG) to fill the
supply gap with diverse, reliable, long-term
supplies as United States demand increases,
domestic supplies decrease and imports from
Canada stabilize. The Bush Administration has
identified liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports
as one important way to decrease our over-
dependence on a small number of countries.

Russia plays an important role in both gas
and oil markets, as the location of the world’s
largest gas reserves and the world’s largest
producer and exporter. In the international oil
market, Russia is challenging Saudi Arabia as
the largest crude oil producer. The Bush Ad-
ministration recognized Russia’s increased im-
portance in energy markets, and launched an
energy dialogue in May 2002 to enhance
United States investment opportunities in Rus-
sia and to enhance Russian opportunities for
energy trade with the United States.

Results under the Energy Dialogue have
been mixed. American company investment
opportunities in Russia have been dampened
by recent events. Despite President Putin’s at-
tempts to mollify the international investment
community by indicating that Russia is open to
foreign investment, the Russian investment
environment has deteriorated through actions
undermining the rule of law and contract sanc-
tity such as renationalizing oil assets and lim-
iting bidding on strategic leases in oil, gas,
and mining sectors. U.S.-Russian oil trade,
however, has been stymied through lack of
Russian infrastructure (a deepwater port that
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would make it economical to ship crude in
large vessels to the U.S.) and pipeline deci-
sions directing future crude oil shipments to
the Far East. The more rational, economic
choice of a pipeline to the Barents Sea in the
north of Russia and the development of a
deepwater port near Murmansk has been de-
layed despite backing by both Russian and
American firms.

But there is positive news coming from the
Russian gas market, which is dominated by
Gazprom, of which the government owns 38
percent. Gazprom exports one third of its pro-
duction to Europe via pipeline supplying about
25 percent of Europe’s gas needs. Over the
last two or three decades of service, there has
been only one day of interruption in gas serv-
ice due to a payment problem in Belarus.
Gazprom now is seeking to expand and diver-
sify its markets, through both expansion of its
pipelines and entry into the LNG trade.
Gazprom spoke at the U.S. LNG Summit in
December 2003, and the U.S. held a work-
shop at Gazprom’s headquarters in June
2004, again urging Gazprom to focus on the
U.S. market. Gazprom President Alexsey Mil-
ler signed agreements last year with three
U.S. multinationals to explore developing Rus-
sian gas and LNG facilities, and marketing the
LNG to the U.S. In fact, Gazprom expects to
enter the U.S. LNG market indirectly by 2006,
and directly by 2010. After the summit meet-
ing, the joint communique from President
Bush and President Putin referred to this
issue, saying, “We are interested in increasing
U.S. commercial investment in Russia, so as
to create additional capacity for liquefied nat-
ural gas (LNG) in Russia, and also with the
aim of increasing LNG exports to U.S. mar-
kets. We would welcome increased Russian
oil exports to the world market and an in-
creased presence of imports from Russia in
the United States.” That would be welcome
news to the U.S. market.

The U.S. must remain engaged in the U.S.-
Russia Energy Dialogue, despite recent adver-
sities. We should not shrink from discussing
these setbacks openly, frankly and seriously.
But we need to support the May 2002 agree-
ment to increase energy trade between the
U.S. and Russia in both oil and gas, since it
would enhance U.S. energy security through
diversity of supply, while helping to stabilize
Russia’s economy and tie its interests to
American success. Both countries will benefit
from a long-term, stable trade in both oil and
gas.

——
HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF LAREDO POLICE CHIEF

AGUSTIN DOVALINA III
HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the important achievements of Laredo
Police Chief Agustin Dovalina Il in Laredo, TX
in my Congressional District.

Agustin Dovalina Ill was named interim po-
lice chief for the City of Laredo Police Depart-
ment in 1996, and was subsequently named
as the LPD chief in 1997. He began his law
enforcement career with the Laredo Police De-
partment in 1978 as a patrolman and rose
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through the ranks of Laredo’s finest. He has
served prior posts as a Patrol Officer, Detec-
tive, Sergeant, Lieutenant, and Captain.

Under this administration, the police depart-
ment has evolved into a thriving, highly suc-
cessful, and professional organization with un-
precedented personnel and equipment growth.
He currently oversees a multi-million dollar de-
partmental budget and over 500 employees,
including over 400 full-time police officers.
Recognized nationally, Chief Dovalina is a firm
believer and staunch advocate of community-
based policing philosophies as evidenced by
the continued commitment of the Laredo Po-
lice Department to continually enhance its de-
livery of Community-Oriented Policing Serv-
ices in our city. Chief Agustin was one of the
featured speakers at the 2002 National Com-
munity Policing Conference, where the Laredo
Police Department was honored for the suc-
cess of its community-based policing efforts.

Police Chief Dovalina has both a Bachelor
and a Master of Science Degree in Criminal
Justice and is a graduate of the Harvard Uni-
versity Kennedy School of Government’s State
& Local Executives Program. He is also a
graduate of the 178th session of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation National Academy. He
holds a Master Peace Officer Certification and
Police Instructor Certification from the Texas
Commission on Law Enforcement Officers
Standards & Education and, is an active mem-
ber of the Texas Chapter of FBI NA Associ-
ates. He also serves as Regional Representa-
tive to the National Criminal Justice Associa-
tion and is an adjunct professor of Criminal
Justice.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to have this oppor-
tunity to recognize the dedication of Laredo
Police Chief Agustin Dovalina lll.

————

IN HONOR OF VIRGINIA LANIER
BIASOTTO

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to honor and pay
tribute to Virginia Lanier Biasotto upon her
nomination as a Jefferson Award finalist. Ms.
Biasotto is the founder of Reading ASSIST®
Institute. This institute is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that trains volunteer tutors to implement a
one-on-one help method using scientific re-
search-based instruction for struggling read-
ers. This program is provided at no cost to
families or schools.

Beginning in 1980, Ms. Biasotto developed
a reading curriculum based on the Orton-Gil-
lingham model, and trained friends at her
kitchen table. One sound at a time, one child
at a time, the groups persistence offered the
education community a way to deal with the
challenge of reading difference.

Mr. Speaker, | commend and congratulate
Ms. Biasotto upon her nomination as a finalist
for the Jefferson Award. Ms. Biasotto’s deter-
mination and drive to educate and empower
others serves as an example to us all. She is
truly worthy of this honor.
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A TRIBUTE TO QUEENIE MARY
CORLEY WOOTEN

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
Queenie Mary Corley Wooten in recognition of
her public service and numerous contributions
to her community.

Queenie has made a difference in many
people’s lives. She was born into a family of
ten in Salley, South Carolina to the late James
and Estella Hunt Corely. She is the wife of the
late James Wooten and the companion of Dr.
Raymond B. Croskey for the past 21 years.

She has encountered many challenges dur-
ing her life and has embraced them all with
courage and dignity, which exemplifies the
type of person she is. Queenie graduated from
Medgar Evers College in 1974 with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in education. She took addi-
tional courses, which enhanced her long and
remarkable career in education. Presently, she
is working in Region #5 as a Coordinator of
External Community Programs. In addition to
networking with East New York and Browns-
ville city agencies, she serves on the cabinets
of Planning Board #5 and #16.

Queenie is developing innovative and cre-
ative external programs to improve edu-
cational and developmental outcomes for stu-
dents. She coordinates activities with the ex-
ternal community, also assists the director with
setting priorities and selecting high quality col-
laborative programs. She mobilizes resources
for regional and school priorities, collaborates
with schools in Region #5 to create inter-agen-
cy regional advisory councils, and volunteers
on Planning Board #5, working with the com-
mittee on education. Additionally, she works
diligently with students to help them get credit
for community service.

Queenie is one of the founders of the Amer-
ican College of Counselors, for the New York
Branch, and was recently honored by the De-
partment of Education for her service of 41
years. In fact, she has received numerous
honors and awards for her work including: an
award from Medgar Evers College as one of
its first graduates; the Sojourner Truth Award
from the Brooklyn Club of the Negro Business
& Professional Women’s Club; an honoree of
the Women’s League of Science and Medicine
Inc; and the education award from Van Siclen
Block Association. Organizations such as Na-
tional Sickle Cell Research and the Latin
Souls Little League Baseball have honored
her as well. Queenie serves on the Board of
Directors for Medgar Evers Alumni Associa-
tion, as the Youth Advisor for the Brooklyn
Youth Club, and the chair of North East Com-
mittee of Elections.

She notes that all of her accomplishments
would not have been possible without the spir-
itual leadership of Rev. Jacob Underwood.
Queenie has been a faithful member of Grace
Baptist for the past 35 years.

Mr. Speaker, Queenie Mary Corley Wooten
has been dedicated to serving her community
through her work on numerous community
boards and volunteer efforts. As such, she is
more than worthy of receiving our recognition
today and | urge my colleagues to join me in
honoring this truly remarkable person.
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