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Frankly, I am concerned about this Adminis-

tration’s lack of funding for existing regional 
commissions and lack of interest in promoting 
economic development programs that create 
jobs and improve communities. In its fiscal 
year 2006 budget proposal, the Administration 
proposes $6 million for the Delta Regional Au-
thority and only $1 million for the Northern 
Great Plains Regional Authority. Further, the 
Administration’s budget proposes to dismantle 
18 different economic development programs 
and instead ‘‘consolidate’’ these programs into 
a formula-based program housed in the De-
partment of Commerce. Presently these 18 
programs include funding for grants and other 
economic development activities that total $5.5 
billion. The new program will be funded at 
$3.7 billion—a reduction of nearly $2 billion in 
economic development program funds! 

It is time that we affirm our commitment to 
regional economic development by authorizing 
these commissions and providing the funding 
necessary from them to break the cycle of 
chronic distress in these regions. I believe this 
bill will help us do that. 

SUMMARY OF THE REGIONAL ECONOMIC AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT ACT 

The Regional Economic and Infrastructure 
Development Act organizes four regional 
commissions under a common framework, 
thereby providing a more uniform method 
for distributing economic assistance 
throughout the regions most in need of such 
assistance. It reauthorizes the Delta Re-
gional Authority and the Northern Great 
Plains Regional Authority and creates two 
new regional commissions: the Southeast 
Crescent and the Southwest Border Regional 
Commission. Both of these latter commis-
sions have been proposed in legislation intro-
duced in the previous Congress and are de-
signed to address problems of systemic pov-
erty and chronic underdevelopment in those 
regions. Every county or parish that is cur-
rently included in a commission through en-
acted or proposed legislation is similarly in-
cluded in that same commission under this 
bill. While the bill follows the successful or-
ganizational model of the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission (ARC), it does not in-
clude the ARC or the Denali Commission (a 
wholly intrastate commission) in its frame-
work. 

PURPOSE 
To organize the regional commissions in 

the lower 48 states (with the exception of the 
Appalachian Regional Commission) under a 
common framework, providing a more uni-
form organization structure among the com-
missions and a more uniform method for dis-
tributing economic assistance throughout 
the country. 

COMMISSIONS 
The bill reauthorizes the Delta Regional 

Commission and the Northern Great Plains 
Regional Commission, and creates the 
Southeast Crescent Regional Commission 
and the Southwest Border Regional Commis-
sion. The Delta Regional Commission and 
the Northern Great Plains Regional Commis-
sion are composed of the same states, coun-
ties, and parishes included in the existing 
Delta Regional Authority and Northern 
Great Plains Regional Authority. The South-
east Crescent Regional Commission and the 
Southwest Border Regional Commission are 
composed of the same states and counties 
proposed in legislation introduced in the 
108th Congress to create a Southeast Cres-
cent Regional Authority and a Southwest 
Border Regional Commission. 

Each commission is authorized to receive 
appropriations of $30 million for fiscal year 

2006; $35 million for fiscal year 2007; $40 mil-
lion for fiscal year 2008; $45 million for fiscal 
year 2009; and $50 million for fiscal year 2010. 

Currently, some counties qualify for mem-
bership in more than one regional commis-
sion. The bill does not change that. However, 
the bill provides that an individual county 
may only receive economic assistance from 
one regional commission. Therefore, if a 
county is eligible for membership in more 
than one commission, it must select one 
commission in which it would like to partici-
pate and be eligible to receive funds. A coun-
ty or parish can change its selection 90 days 
before the start of the fiscal year. 

The Denali Commission and the Appa-
lachian Regional Commission are not in-
cluded in this statute. 

COMPOSITION 
Each commission includes a Federal co-

chairperson and a state cochairperson, who 
is selected from among the state members. 
Like current law, the Northern Great Plains 
Commission also includes a tribal cochair-
person. 

An affirmative vote of a commission re-
quires an affirmative vote of the federal co-
chairperson plus a majority of state mem-
bers. 

Like the current laws authorizing regional 
commissions, the bill sets forth provisions 
for the salaries of commission members, the 
appointment of alternatives, and the hiring 
of additional staff, including an Executive 
Director. 

The bill establishes a coordinating council 
for the regional commissions consisting of 
representatives from all the commissions, 
including the Appalachian Regional Commis-
sion and the Denali Commission. The coordi-
nating council is directed to meet biannually 
to discuss issues facing regions that suffer 
chronic distress and successful strategies for 
promoting regional development. The coun-
cil has no decision-making authority. 

Also like current law, each state must de-
velop a comprehensive economic develop-
ment plan and each commission must de-
velop an economic and infrastructure devel-
opment plan. 

Commissions are required to designate dis-
tressed, transitional and attainment coun-
ties, and isolated areas of distress within at-
tainment counties, within their region and 
must allocate at least 50 percent of the ap-
propriations made available to the commis-
sion to projects in distressed counties and 
isolated areas of distress. 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
GRANTS 

Commissions have the authority to make 
grants to State and local governments, and 
public and nonprofit organizations, for eco-
nomic development projects, with an empha-
sis on infrastructure projects, including 
transportation, basic public, and tele-
communications infrastructure projects. 

The bill provides for a commission share of 
50 percent of the costs of projects; that per-
centage increases to up to 80 percent for dis-
tressed counties. These shares are increased 
by 10 percent (to 60 percent and 90 percent, 
respectively) for those projects that have a 
significant regional impact, including 
projects that involve 3 or more counties or 
more than one State. 

Commissions have the authority to make 
grants to local development districts to as-
sist in the payment of the administration of 
the district. The commission of these grants 
is limited to 80 percent of the administrative 
expenses of the local development district 
receiving the grant. 

Commissions have the authority to supple-
ment part of the basic Federal contribution 
to projects authorized under other Federal 
grant programs and to increase the Federal 

contribution above the fixed maximum part 
of the cost. The federal share is the same for 
projects (50 percent and 80 percent for dis-
tressed counties, with a 10 percent bonus for 
regional projects), with the stipulation that 
the total federal contribution cannot exceed 
80 percent. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF THE KURDISH 
VICTIMS OF MARCH 16, 1988 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 16, 2005 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I invite my col-
leagues to join me in remembering the horrible 
events that took place in Halabja, Iraq, on 
March 16, 1988. Today is the 17th anniversary 
of Saddam Hussein’s chemical weapons at-
tack on his own people during a battle waged 
between a Kurdish force resisting Saddam’s 
oppression and Saddam’s Iraqi army. This at-
tack was part of Saddam’s systematic geno-
cidal attack on the Kurds known as the Anfal 
campaign. 

In seeking to subdue Kurdish resistance, 
Saddam Hussein used chemical weapons in-
discriminately against Kurdish fighters and ci-
vilians alike. The attack on Halabja was one of 
some forty chemical assaults staged by Hus-
sein against the Kurdish people. In fact, the 
Kurds of Halabja and neighboring towns con-
stitute the largest civilian population ever ex-
posed to chemical weapons, including sarin, 
VX, tabun, and mustard gas. As a result of the 
extensive and devastatingly cruel Anfal cam-
paign, hundreds of Kurdish villages were to-
tally destroyed and as many as 200,000 Kurds 
were killed. 

The tragedy of Halabja should yield lessons 
for those concerned about responding to fu-
ture chemical and biological emergencies. The 
world stood by as innocent men, women, and 
children suffered and died at the hands of a 
barbarous regime, and, for 14 long years, the 
Saddam Hussein dictatorship went 
unpunished for the murder of hundreds of 
thousands of innocent Iraqis, the use of 
banned chemical weapons against Iraqi Kurds, 
and innumerable other human rights viola-
tions. During those 14 years, the number of 
his victims, Kurdish and non-Kurdish, in-
creased dramatically, as the discovery of 
mass graves testifies. 

Mr. Speaker, now history has avenged 
Saddam’s victims, however belatedly and in-
adequately, and soon Saddam Hussein will 
face the consequences of his war crimes. I 
ask that my colleagues join me in speaking 
out against oppression and against the use of 
chemical and biological weapons. That is now 
the best way to commemorate the suffering of 
the people of Halabja and all the victims of 
Saddam’s inhuman Anfal campaign and of his 
subsequent depredations. 
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TRIBUTE TO SOUTH PARK HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 16, 2005 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
call your attention to the great South Park 
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High School in Buffalo, New York which this 
year is celebrating ninety years of excellence 
in educating Western New York’s young peo-
ple. 

Ninety-one years ago this week, on St. Pat-
rick’s Day, the people of South Buffalo broke 
ground at 150 Southside Parkway for the con-
struction of what would become City of Buffalo 
Public School Number 206. 

That same year, on June 1st, the corner-
stone was placed at PS 206, also known as 
South Park High School, marking the institu-
tion as the fifth public high school built in the 
City of Buffalo. 

On September 7, 1915 the doors of South 
Park opened, welcoming 680 students and 32 
faculty members. 

Home of the Sparks, the South Park faithful 
proudly display their school spirit through the 
black and red tradition. 

Over the last nine decades the teachers and 
administrators at South Park have motivated, 
nurtured and educated thousands of Buffalo’s 
youth, preparing each for the road ahead and 
providing all with the tools necessary to pur-
sue a limitless future. 

I am proud to call myself an alumnus of 
South Park and grateful for the wealth of 
knowledge and values I have obtained through 
my experiences at the school. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the op-
portunity to commemorate the 90th Anniver-
sary of Buffalo’s South Park High School and 
wish the institution continued success in instill-
ing pride and excellence in Western New York 
young people for decades to come. 

f 

ON THE INTRODUCTION OF A RES-
OLUTION URGING TURKEY TO 
RESPECT THE RIGHTS AND RELI-
GIOUS FREEDOMS OF THE ECU-
MENICAL PATRIARCH 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 16, 2005 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
proud to introduce a resolution urging Turkey 
to respect the human rights and religious free-
doms of the Ecumenical Patriarch, which are 
being violated by the Turkish government. 

The Ecumenical Patriarch is the spiritual 
leader of 300 million Orthodox Christians 
around the world, including millions of Ameri-
cans. The Turkish government continuously 
violates the Ecumenical Patriarch’s religious 
rights and freedoms by refusing to recognize 
its international status. Training for the clergy 
has also been effectively banned because the 
Turkish government refuses to reopen the 
Greek Orthodox Halki seminary. Furthermore, 
the Turkish government requires all can-
didates for the Patriarchate be Turkish nation-
als, thus severely limiting the field. Addition-
ally, the Turkish government has confiscated 
75 percent of Ecumenical Patriarchal prop-
erties since 2002 and has levied a 42 percent 

retroactive tax on the Balukli Hospital, a phil-
anthropic institution run by the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate. Meanwhile, Turkey is scheduled to 
begin accession negotiations with the Euro-
pean Union in October 2005. 

Mr. Speaker, the legislation I am introducing 
today is very simple. This resolution calls on 
Turkey to meet the criteria on eliminating all 
forms of discrimination set forth by the Euro-
pean Union, particularly those based on race 
or religion. This bill urges the Turkish govern-
ment to grant the Ecumenical Patriarch appro-
priate international recognition and ecclesiastic 
succession, the right to train clergy of all na-
tionalities, and demands that Turkey respect 
the property rights and human rights of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. These are simple 
demands, Mr. Speaker. The path of democ-
racy must be laid with the bricks of freedom 
and tolerance—without them, democracy be-
comes a hollow word devoid of promise and 
hope. We must take a stand for religious 
rights and freedoms. We must call on Turkey 
to fulfill its obligations to the European Union 
and stop violating the human and religious 
rights of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

f 

STATEMENT BY THE FRIENDS OF 
IRELAND ST. PATRICK’S DAY 2005 

HON. JAMES T. WALSH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 16, 2005 

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, the Friends of 
Ireland in the Congress join 38 million Irish 
Americans in celebrating the unique ties be-
tween America and the island of Ireland. We 
welcome the Taoiseach Bertie Ahern to the 
United States, and we send our warmest 
greetings to all the people of Ireland and 
Northern Ireland. 

Irish Americans care deeply about Northern 
Ireland, and we commend President Bush for 
his efforts to keep the American government 
involved in the pursuit of peace. We also 
praise Mitchell Reiss, the President’s special 
envoy to Ireland, for his unwavering commit-
ment and his bi-partisan American approach 
to the process. 

We do regret that none of the political par-
ties from Northern Ireland will be represented 
at the Shamrock Ceremony or the Speaker’s 
Luncheon this year, but this should be taken 
as a clear signal reflecting the severity of the 
situation, and the immediate need for all par-
ties to return to the negotiating table. 

In 1998, the parties to the Good Friday 
Agreement committed to partnership, equality 
and mutual respect as the basis for moving 
forward. We continue to believe that inclusive 
power sharing—based on those three defining 
qualities—is essential to the viability and ad-
vancement of the democratic process in 
Northern Ireland. A political system based on 
inclusive power sharing requires trust and con-
fidence. The parties to the Good Friday Agree-
ment also affirmed their total and absolute 

commitment to exclusively democratic and 
peaceful means. 

The recent events in Northern Ireland in-
volving alleged and admitted criminality by IRA 
members have put tremendous pressure on all 
the governments and have seriously under-
mined the trust and confidence that are essen-
tial to advance the process. We deplore this 
tragic setback. Circumstances on both the Na-
tionalist and Unionist sides have created great 
chasms of mistrust. Neither side is blameless 
in this tragic breakdown, and the British, Irish 
and United States Governments must devote 
themselves to instill the trust and continue the 
forward movement. 

Clearly, there is essential work to be done 
in ending all paramilitary activity, permanently 
restoring the democratic institutions, pro-
gressing with demilitarization, and advancing 
an equality agenda. It is also imperative, in all 
democratic societies, for all parties to be will-
ing to work with the criminal justice system or 
in this case the Police Service. 

We regret that the dramatic effort to reach 
an agreement over the Christmas Holiday fell 
short. The world watched as the framework 
was set, and all parties were steps away from 
a victorious moment in history. We must re-
mind all the parties that this framework is still 
in place and there was a reason why an 
agreement was almost settled only a few 
months ago. It is from this point that negotia-
tions must resume. 

We commend the Irish and British Govern-
ments for their ongoing efforts to work with the 
political leaders in Northern Ireland to restore 
the trust and confidence that are essential to 
advance the peace. On this St. Patrick’s Day, 
we look forward to the day when the Good Fri-
day Agreement will be finally and fully imple-
mented, and to the day when stable demo-
cratic institutions, peace, and justice will be 
achieved in Northern Ireland. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRIAN BAIRD 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 16, 2005 

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, due to cir-
cumstances stemming from the recent birth of 
my two sons, William and Walter, I was not 
able to be present for legislative business on 
the morning of March 16, 2005, during which 
time the House considered and passed H.R. 
1268. Had I been present, I would have voted 
as follows: 

On House Amendment #60 I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On the motion to recommit H.R. 1268 to the 
Committee on Appropriations with instruction 
to provide an additional $100 million for vet-
erans healthcare, and $50 million for veterans 
job training and transitional assistance, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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