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drawing fierce denunciations from liberal 
editorial pages. Come to Alabama, though, 
and the cognoscenti from all shades of the 
political spectrum find the controversy 
badly misguided. 

Here, the Republican Pryor—at age 42, now 
serving a mere temporary appointment to 
the 11th Circuit—is the darling not just of 
right-leaning editorial boards. He enjoys 
near-universal support even from newspapers 
that endorsed Al Gore and John Kerry, from 
elected officials both Democrat and Repub-
lican, black and white—and even from the 
Democrat who Mr. Pryor defeated for attor-
ney general. 

The liberal Anniston Star, for instance, in 
the same editorial that urges filibusters 
against most of President Bush’s nominees, 
writes that ‘‘Pryor, who possesses a brilliant 
legal mind, cannot be so easily dismissed. 
. . . Pryor has been proven capable of setting 
aside his ideology when it matters most. . . . 
[He] helped shut down [Alabama Chief Jus-
tice Roy Moore’s Ten Commandments] side-
show and, in the process, displayed personal 
courage. That alone ought to convince 
Democrats currently blocking a vote on 
Pryor to give him a chance.’’ 

Why do Alabamians so strongly back 
Judge Pryor? Because they’ve seen him in 
action defending Democratic lawmakers 
against Republican lawsuits, defying the Re-
publican governor (Fob James) who ap-
pointed him, and spending countless hours 
establishing a youth mentorship program 
through the attorney general’s office. They 
know him, up close, as a man of integrity 
and compassion. 

National critics have gone to prodigious 
lengths to muddy that home-state record. 
Unfairly so. Consider that critics have ac-
cused Judge Pryor of being insensitive to 
women because he successfully argued 
against one small portion of the Violence 
Against Women Act. But Judge Pryor’s con-
stitutional point was virtually incontrovert-
ible, namely that rape doesn’t qualify as 
‘‘interstate commerce.’’ His goal was to keep 
authority for prosecuting rapes in state 
courts, where (in Alabama at least) the ju-
ries are likely to be harder on rapists than 
elsewhere. Meanwhile, he has been praised 
throughout Alabama by groups that aid vic-
tims of domestic violence. Mobile’s Penelope 
House women’s shelter even named him to 
its Law Enforcement Hall of Fame. 

The story is similar on every issue on 
which he has been criticized. Somebody 
served Sen. Dianne Feinstein poorly, for ex-
ample, when providing her a quote from 
Judge Pryor that made it sound like he ad-
vocated the Christianization of government. 
But the quote came from a speech to his 
alma mater—McGill-Toolen Catholic High 
School, in Mobile—the point of which was 
not that the government should be Christian 
but that Catholics have a duty to be good 
citizens. (As it turned out, he was citing St. 
Thomas Aquinas, hardly a great threat to 
the American order.) 

Critics have also accused him of race-based 
opposition to one portion of the Voting 
Rights Act. Why, then, is Judge Pryor sup-
ported by Alabama’s lone black, Democratic 
congressman, and by its two most prominent 
black, Democratic legislators, and by its 
black Democratic National Committeeman? 
And on the case in question, Judge Pryor 
was backed by Georgia’s black, Democratic 
AG, Thurbert Baker, who also endorsed Bill 
Pryor’s judicial nomination. 

Obviously, there is a disconnect between 
the interest-group and liberal-media assump-
tion that Southern conservatives, especially 
Alabama ones, likely have racist tendencies, 
and the obvious reality of Judge Pryor’s 
genuinely warm relationships with so many 
of Alabama’s black leaders. Part of the ex-

planation lies in the fact that Alabama has 
indeed come a long way since Bull Connor. 
Also important is that Judge Pryor’s native 
Mobile, especially its old-line Catholic sector 
in which he grew up, handled civil rights 
with far more aplomb than Bull Connor’s 
Birmingham—and with virtually no violence. 
Early on, then-Mayor Joseph Langan peace-
fully integrated the city’s bus lines. And Bill 
Pryor’s own high school, where his father 
was band director, integrated comfortably in 
the ’60s, well before he matriculated. 

Judge Pryor would say, correctly, that his 
jurisprudence aims at helping neither vic-
tims nor powerful interests, but merely at 
following precedent and the Constitution. In 
his closing arguments against the judicial 
vigilantism of Alabama’s then-Chief Justice 
Roy Moore, he said: ‘‘In our system, a judge 
must follow the final decision of other 
judges, even when he is convinced they’re 
wrong. . . . The answer this court must pro-
vide to every judge in Alabama is that no 
judge is above the law.’’ 

That’s why, against his own personal predi-
lections, he refused, as attorney general, to 
enforce part of a new state law against par-
tial birth abortions: because that section 
contradicted clear U.S. Supreme Court 
precedent. That’s why, against his own pred-
ilections, he enforced the very portion of the 
Voting Rights Act that he and his Georgia 
Democratic counterpart opposed. And that’s 
why the leader of Alabama’s top black, 
Democratic organization endorsed him as a 
judge who ‘‘will uphold the law without fear 
or favor,’’ while former Democratic AG Bill 
Baxley said Judge Pryor always acts ‘‘with-
out race, gender, age, political power, 
wealth, community standing, or any other 
competing interest affecting his judgment.’’ 

Yes, we in Alabama proudly support Bill 
Pryor. His career—as public intellectual, 
successful prosecutor, cultural-bridge-build-
er and man of conscience even at his own po-
litical peril—represents many of the traits 
the national media has always said Alabama 
lacks. Until he came along, our most famous 
exemplar of such character was the fictional 
Atticus Finch. Now that we can offer a real- 
life Atticus, we’re more than a little angry 
that the Washington elites want to reject 
him. 
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, my congres-
sional district in Riverside, California is ex-
tremely fortunate to have a dynamic and dedi-
cated group of community leaders who will-
ingly and unselfishly give of their time and tal-
ents to ensure the well-being of our city and 
county. These individuals work tirelessly to de-
velop voluntary community action to improve 
the community’s economy, its education, its 
environment and its overall quality of life. One 
individual, who is a member of this group, is 
Tom Kenney. 

On the 19th of March, Tom will be honored 
with the Ira D. ‘‘Cal’’ Calvert Distinguished 
Service Award by the Corona-Norco Family 
YMCA. The award is given in memory of my 
father, ‘‘Cal’’ Calvert, and his enumerable phil-
anthropic gifts to the community and his ef-
forts to encourage others to serve their com-
munity in a similar fashion. The award recog-
nizes Tom for his exceptional devotion to de-
veloping community volunteerism. 

Tom was born in Pennsylvania, but moved 
to California during his service with the Navy. 
He met and married Barbara Keith, a school 
teacher in the Corona-Norco Unified School 
District, attended Riverside Community Col-
lege and graduated from the University Cali-
fornia, Riverside. After 12 years with Pruden-
tial Insurance Company, and earning an 
M.B.A. from University of Southern California, 
Tom moved to take what became a series of 
executive jobs. In 1995, Tom and Barb, with 
their sons Christopher and Patrick, took the 
opportunity to purchase the Key-Freeman 
Agency and move back to their California 
home. Tom has been involved in many com-
munity organizations, serving on the boards of 
Corona-Norco United Way, the Corona Rotary 
Club, the Corona Library Foundation, and the 
Corona Chamber of Commerce. 

Tom’s tireless passion for community serv-
ice has contributed immensely to the better-
ment of the community of Corona, California. 
Tom has been the heart and soul of many 
community organizations and events and I am 
proud to call Tom a fellow community mem-
ber, American and friend. 
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the late Ross 
Dunn, a longtime Chambers County Commis-
sioner who recently passed away. In January, 
Mr. Dunn was honored for his service to the 
community and to the state. He was always 
eager to serve mankind. 

After graduating from Lanier High School, 
he pursued his dream of serving in the military 
by enlisting in the Army. Following his service 
to the nation, Mr. Dunn earned his degree at 
Alabama State University. 

Throughout his life, Mr. Dunn exemplified 
his ability to promote change by becoming the 
first African American to serve in many organi-
zations. Among his many achievements, he 
was the first to serve on the Chambers County 
Pension and Security Board, the first to serve 
as principal of two schools in Harris County, 
and the first to be elected to the Chambers 
County Commission. He has been listed in 
‘‘Men of Achievement,’’ ‘‘Personalities of the 
South,’’ ‘‘Personalities of America,’’ and all the 
editions of ‘‘Who’s Who Among Black Ameri-
cans.’’ 

Words cannot express the sense of sadness 
we have for his family, and for the gratitude 
our community feels for his service. Our com-
munity will remember him for years to come, 
and I am honored to be able to recognize his 
achievements on this day. 
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JUSTICE FOR THE VICTIMS OF 
THE TULSA RACE RIOTS 
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
discuss a matter of justice. The Tulsa Race 
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