E552

project’s completion. Her leadership resulted
in a monumental financial turnaround for the
center, and a new state-of-the-art medical,
dental and diagnostic facility. She prayed that
her life would be extended so she could see
the conclusion of this project. After the
project's completion in October 2004, she
commented that “[The new center] is one of
the most significant professional goals that I've
ever accomplished . . . we look forward to
using this project as a tool to further serve the
community.” Because of her tremendous re-
solve, the center is expected to provide health
and dental care to more than 20,000 medically
underserved Tennesseans each year.

| was fortunate to have been able to work
with Michelle over the past few years, and |
will truly miss her, as will all of Nashville. She
was one of those rare individuals who had a
clear and strong vision for what she could ac-
complish with her life, and she did it. She saw
the need in Nashville for a center that could
help our community’s most vulnerable and she
turned the Matthew Walker Comprehensive
Health Center into a thriving and vital center
that is now recognized nationwide for its ex-
cellence. She was a committed, compas-
sionate community leader. And she was a
great lady. Her gifts were extraordinary and
we are fortunate that her contributions to this
community will continue for decades to come.

Michelle Marrs’ legacy will live on through
her children—Christy and Ivanna—the Mat-
thew Walker Comprehensive Health Center,
and the love and compassion she shared with
her family, friends and community. On behalf
of the Fifth District of Tennessee, | send my
deepest condolences to Michelle’s family.

——

TRIBUTE TO MR. EDWARD
SWITZER

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | pay tribute today to the life of Mr.
Edward Switzer. Mr. Switzer recently passed
away, leaving a legacy of community work and
commitment to those he loved. He was a
magnanimous figure who was dedicated to his
family and friends. It gives me no greater
pleasure than honoring his memory today.

The life of Mr. Switzer took him from Re-
gent, North Dakota, where he was born and
raised, to serving in the Air Force during
World War Il. He attended a one-room grade
school and went on to earn his Master's de-
gree from North Dakota State University. After
completing his graduate education, Mr.
Switzer settled in San Bernardino, where he
became my early supporter for the San
Bernardino Valley College Board of Trustees.

To all those who knew Mr. Switzer, he ex-
hibited generosity of spirit, love for his commu-
nity, and dedication to his work. He constantly
challenged the status quo, was never afraid to
speak his mind, and undoubtedly left an im-
measurable impression.

Mr. Switzer turned to teaching chemistry at
San Bernardino Valley College for almost forty
years and was a dedicated professor, who
demonstrated genuine concern for his stu-
dents. He realized that many students were
having difficulty understanding basic chemistry
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concepts that were being taught using ad-
vanced techniques. Mr. Switzer decided to
create a more clear methodology for teaching
chemistry by specializing in making the fun-
damentals of chemistry easier to understand.
His passion for the subject that he taught and
dedication for teaching led him to become
Chair of the Department of Chemistry. In addi-
tion to being a remarkable professor, Mr.
Switzer celebrated his retirement by serving
his community board by setting up after-school
programs for teenagers.

| join today with family and friends in paying
my respects to Mr. Switzer. He was a gen-
erous and humble human being who touched
the lives of many and will be deeply missed by
all. He has touched my life as a friend and
mentor. His inspiration and encouragement
have led me to hold office and be who | am
today.

—————

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF REVEREND HOWARD ANDER-
SON

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the many contributions that Reverend
Howard Anderson has made to his commu-
nity.

Howard Anderson is a native of New York
City. He first came to Texas to attend the
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Fort Worth, from which he received his Mas-
ters in Divinity.

Reverend Anderson was ordained in 1980
under the authority and order of St. Paul Bap-
tist Church in San Antonio. He served under
the leadership of Live Oak Baptist Church in
New Braunfels, and began his interim tenure
at Coliseum Park Baptist Church in San Anto-
nio in October 1995.

Mr. Anderson has also had a distinguished
career in military service. He served for 15
years, winning the Military Excellence Award
from the U.S. Navy Senior Enlisted Academy
and rising to the highest possible enlisted
rank: Chief Master Sergeant.

Finally, Reverend Anderson has been a tire-
less volunteer and community activist. He is
an active Mason, a life member of Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, and a Golden Heritage
Life Member of the NAACP. He serves as
President of the Ministers Conference of the
American Baptist Convention of Texas, and is
an adjunct faculty member at the United Theo-
logical Seminary in Dayton, Ohio.

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Howard Anderson
has proven himself to be an outstanding lead-
er, a committed community activist, and an ex-
ceptional spiritual resource for the San Anto-
nio community. He has truly distinguished him-
self, and | am proud to have the opportunity
to thank him.
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TRIBUTE TO THE EMPLOYEES OF
THE INTEL CORPORATION AND
THE INTEL FOUNDATION

HON. DAVID WU

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to com-
mend the employees of the Intel Corporation
and the Intel Foundation for their efforts to
provide tsunami relief to the Indian Ocean re-

ion.

9 As we all know, on December 26, 2004, a
9.0 earthquake erupted off the coast of Indo-
nesia. Following the earthquake, a major tsu-
nami swept across the region, destroying
lives, homes and businesses in Indonesia, Sri
Lanka, India, the Maldives, and Thailand.

Along with governments, citizens, busi-
nesses, and other private organizations
around the world, Intel's employees and the
Intel Foundation mobilized and delivered crit-
ical supplies and funds that helped save lives
and begin the reconstruction process.

| stand here today to applaud Intel and its
employees, many of whom live and work in
my district in Oregon. Without their good work,
many more lives may have been lost because
of the Indian Ocean Tsunami.

————

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT FIRST
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
honor of Sergeant First Class Paul Smith, of
Tampa, Florida.

Yesterday, President Bush posthumously
awarded Sergeant Smith with our nation’s
highest military honor—the first Medal of
Honor awarded to a soldier since 1993. Ser-
geant Smith always gave his fellow soldiers,
his country and his family his very best. But
on April 4, 2003, Sergeant Smith showed ex-
traordinary valor when making the ultimate
sacrifice for the soldiers whose lives he saved
and the values and ideals that have made this
country great.

Sergeant Smith had always wanted to serve
our country as a professional soldier, and
when he graduated from Tampa Bay Tech-
nical High School at 18, he immediately en-
listed in the Army. He went on to serve in the
Persian Gulf War, Bosnia-Herzegovina and
Kosovo before serving in Operation Iragi Free-
dom.

Sergeant Smith was known for holding his
soldiers to high standards, but on April 4,
2003, he held himself to the highest standard
of all. Sergeant Smith’s unit, B Company of
the 11th Engineer Battalion was constructing a
prisoner holding area at Baghdad Airport when
their compound came under attack by nearly
100 Iraqi soldiers. Sergeant Smith immediately
organized the unit's defense and risked his
own life to hold back the enemy and help
move injured soldiers to safety.

Despite Sergeant Smith and the unit’s ef-
forts, the enemy continued to fire on the com-
pound. When faced with the call of having to
pull his troops back, Sergeant Smith chose in-
stead to take an exposed position behind a
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mounted .50-caliber machine gun and fire
through three boxes of ammunition before
being mortally wounded by enemy fire.

The official medal citation said Sergeant 1st
Class Smith’s “courageous actions helped de-
feat the enemy attack, and resulted in as
many as 50 enemy soldiers killed, while allow-
ing the safe withdrawal of numerous wounded
soldiers. Sergeant First Class Smith’s extraor-
dinary heroism and uncommon valor are in
keeping with the highest traditions of the mili-
tary service and reflect great credit upon him-
self, the Third Infantry Division ‘Rock of the
Marne,” and the United States Army.”

Paul Smith was a loving and devoted father,
husband, brother and son. While the Medal of
Honor will never fill the enormous hole in
hearts of Sergeant Smith’s family, this honor
signifies our nation’s deepest appreciation for
Sergeant Smith’s heroism and sacrifice. His
courage and patriotism will never be forgotten.

——————

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF THE MAYOR OF SCHERTZ,
HAL BALDWIN

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Hal Baldwin, mayor of Schertz,
Texas, for his commitment to public service.

Hal Baldwin’s life has been fully dedicated
towards helping of his fellow citizens ever
since he served with the 51st Fighter Inter-

ceptor Wing at Naba Air Force Base during
the Korean war. He continued to serve with
the U.S. Air Force until 1974, when he retired
from the military profession as a senior master
sergeant.

After the conclusion of his military tenure,
Baldwin moved back to Schertz where he
served 6 years as the assistant city manager
of Schertz. After his tour of duty as the assist-
ant city manager, Baldwin was appointed to
the Schertz City Council in 1983. He served
his community with distinction in this post until
May 1994 when the City Councilman Hal
Baldwin became the Mayor Hal Baldwin.

Now, going on 11 years of service to
Schertz as Mayor, Hal Baldwin also has spent
48 lovely years with his wife Barbara. They
have five children, eight grandchildren, and
two great-grand children, all of whom Mayor
and Mrs. Baldwin love dearly.

Mr. Speaker, | am deeply proud to have
been given this opportunity to recognize the
Schertz mayor, Hal Baldwin, for his dedicated
public service.

———————

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF REVEREND LESTER J. GIL-
LESPIE, SR.

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 5, 2005
Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

honor the important contributions of the Rev-
erend Lester J. Gillespie, Sr.
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Rev. Gillespie is a native of San Antonio,
Texas. He comes from a family tradition of
spiritual service; he is the son of the late Rev.
W.G. Gillespie and the late Sister Vernell Gil-
lespie-Jones. He received his Bachelor and
Doctor of Divinity from the Guadalupe Baptist
Theological Seminary, as well as a Doctor of
Divinity from the American International Theo-
logical Seminary.

Lester Gillespie has had a long and distin-
guished career of community service and reli-
gious leadership. He is a former Pastor of the
Mount Olive Baptist Church in Crystal City,
Texas, the 2nd Vice President of the Ministers
Conference of the National Baptist Convention
of America, and Moderator of the United Fel-
lowship Baptist District Association. He has
worked to reach out to some of our State’s
most troubled citizens as Chaplain of the Frio
County Jail Ministry and Chairman of the
Gang Intervention Committee of the Southern
Baptist Association of San Antonio.

Currently, Rev. Gillespie serves as the Or-
ganizer and Pastor of the Greater Love Mis-
sionary Church in San Antonio, and National
President of the Ministers United for Ministerial
Development. He provides invaluable spiritual
leadership to both his San Antonio church and
the national Baptist community. Finally, he
helps to build a future for the next generation
as founder of the Rev. W.G. Gillespie and
Vernell Gillespie-Jones Memorial Institute
Scholarship Fund.

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Gillespie is one of
our most accomplished and beloved commu-
nity leaders, and | am proud and happy to
have the chance to honor him here today.
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