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Perhaps it was the very nature of the Holy 

Father’s upbringing—the personal tragedies 
he underwent as a youth, as well as his first- 
hand experiences with the totalitarianism of 
Nazism, then Communism—that shaped his 
world view and enabled him to serve as pope 
with such zeal and commitment. 

His was a lifespan that began in a world of 
biplanes and horse-drawn carriages, saw the 
advent of spaceflight and nuclear bombs, and 
ended in a ‘‘global neighborhood’’ made pos-
sible by personal computers and instant com-
munications. Perhaps only someone with 
these experiences could have appropriately 
taken on the challenges of the 21st Century in 
such a dynamic and tireless manner. 

His worldwide travel, where he gained the 
attention of people of many faiths and em-
braced Catholics on all continents, will con-
stitute a lasting legacy. Many Americans wit-
nessed, first hand, the strength of his convic-
tion and dedication to his mission during the 
Holy Father’s 7 historic visits to the United 
States. In 1987 he honored my home city of 
Los Angeles with a visit that Angelinos still talk 
about. Those arduous travels, even during his 
years of declining health, demonstrated the 
importance of perseverance and faithful strug-
gle. 

Pope John Paul II was an inspiration to all 
generations throughout his 26-year reign. He 
inspired in us a sense of hope and self worth 
that encouraged us to live better, fuller lives. 
He reached out to the world’s youth and 
taught them the value of integrity, courage, 
honesty, and forgiveness. 

And despite the many challenges the 
Church faced during his papacy, he was ad-
mired for his resoluteness, even as Catholics 
around the world reacted in numerous ways to 
his direction of the church. 

John Paul II was not just the leader of the 
Roman Catholic Church, however, he was a 
world leader, and he actively shaped world af-
fairs including negotiating peace treaties and 
helping ensure the end of European Com-
munism. He reasserted the Church’s role on 
the world stage and was a global champion on 
issues of conscience, social justice, and 
peace. The tremendous outpouring of genuine 
sorrow throughout the world since the Pontiff’s 
death is a testament to the impact his ministry 
had on people of all continents and all faiths. 

Mr. Speaker, the ‘‘Shoes of the Fisherman’’ 
are empty, and I extend my sincere sympathy 
to my constituents, including Roger Cardinal 
Mahoney, all Los Angeles-area Catholics and 
all people of good will who mourn the Pontiff’s 
passing. 

Pope John Paul II’s life of service was a life 
well lived, and it will be remembered in the 
hearts and minds of the people he touched 
around the globe for many generations to 
come. 
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Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend the Board of Directors of the Na-
tional High School Mock Trial Championship 
for their commitment to a competition that is 

all-inclusive and sensitive to religious minori-
ties. 

The National High School Mock Trial Cham-
pionship is a prestigious event that requires a 
tremendous amount of preparation, skill, and 
dedication on behalf of those students who 
are competing, and is looked upon with dis-
tinction by institutions of higher learning. The 
Torah Academy from Teaneck, New Jersey, 
located in my Congressional District, won the 
New Jersey State Bar Foundation competition, 
and advanced to the national championship, 
which is to be held on May 4–7, 2005 in Char-
lotte, North Carolina. 

The members of the mock trial team from 
Torah Academy observe the Sabbath, in ac-
cordance with their practice of Orthodox Juda-
ism, and will therefore not be able to partici-
pate in any National High School Mock Trial 
Championship competition from sundown on 
Friday, May 6 through sundown on Saturday, 
May 7, 2005. After much discussion between 
the school, the national organizers, the New 
Jersey State Bar Foundation, and me, the 
Torah Academy will now be able to participate 
fully without being forced to violate its mem-
bers’ religious beliefs. The national organizers 
of the event have agreed to rearrange the 
schedule of the tournament to accommodate 
students of all religious faiths. 

I thank the Board of Directors of the Na-
tional High School Mock Trial Championship 
for their willingness to change the schedule to 
allow all students to fully compete in this com-
petition. This is fundamentally a question of 
equal access and the right of religious minori-
ties to participate in a competition open to stu-
dents from every walk of American life, and I 
encourage the national organizers to restruc-
ture the schedule of competitions in future 
years with this in mind. 
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the exemplary work of the Pleasanton 
Police Department of Texas. They have 
shown outstanding dedication and commit-
ment to the community for 53 years. 

The Police Department was founded in 
1952 and the first Chief of Police was Joe 
Sanders. Since 1952 there have been eight 
chiefs of police, and today the police depart-
ment is made up of 16 commissioned officers, 
5 communications operators and 1 data entry 
clerk. 

The Pleasanton Police Department officers 
are devoted to performing their jobs in a pro-
fessional manner while they are serving the 
community and the surrounding areas. The 
police department encourages all of its mem-
bers to engage in community-building prac-
tices in order to provide quality service to all 
residents of the Pleasanton community. 

The Pleasanton Police Department always 
strives to provide the highest quality service, 
preserving human rights, lives and property, 
while achieving the goals of the department 
serving the city and community. Currently 
holding the position of Chief is Gary Soward 
and Assistant Chief is John Eric Rutherford. 

The men and woman of the Pleasanton Po-
lice Department are committed to excellence 
in leadership, providing progressive and 
proactive services that help to develop com-
munity partnerships and building for a better 
future. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had this 
opportunity to recognize the noble service of 
all the officers at the Pleasanton Police De-
partment. 
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a great man, Congressman William 
Lehman of Florida. In his passing, I have lost 
a dear friend, Congress has lost a role model, 
and the Nation has lost a brave leader and 
national hero. 

Congressman Lehman was, above all, a 
true liberal, dedicated to equality among races 
and classes. He opened his used car dealer-
ship in a black neighborhood, and was one of 
the few dealers in the 1940’s and 1950’s— 
white or otherwise—who would finance cars 
for black customers. He supported issues that 
were important to poor communities, fighting 
against highways that divided and ruined com-
munities, and bringing home more than $800 
million for a Metrorail system in Miami, pro-
viding multiple ways for the poor to get to and 
from work. 

He was also a gifted politician, inspiring loy-
alty in his committee members and his party. 
He neither dictated policy, nor ran his sub-
committee overseeing highways, seaports and 
mass-transit systems with an iron fist, but by 
striking a perfect balance between offering in-
centives to cooperate and promising con-
sequences to those who didn’t. He knew all 
the legislative routes, and successfully steered 
bills he believed would benefit his constituents 
and the country around the road blocks and 
land mines in the House. If he was defeated 
on the House floor, he would work tirelessly in 
the conference committee to ensure the 
soundest legislative policies were written into 
law. 

Bill was respected on both sides of the 
aisle, and had friends in both parties and all 
over Capitol Hill. He conducted himself with 
dignity, and he showed others that he believed 
in the issues he fought for, and wasn’t merely 
supporting them for political purposes. When 
you hear people describe him, they almost al-
ways include the words ‘‘honest’’ and ‘‘moral’’, 
attributes that are rarely connected with politi-
cians in this day and age, but which truly fit 
Bill. 

Even after becoming one of the more influ-
ential members of Congress, he never lost 
touch, with his roots. He maintained his south-
ern accent and his unpolished yet powerful 
manner of speaking throughout his career, 
and continued to dine and spend time in his 
old neighborhood. 

One would be hard pressed to find a Con-
gressman who took more risks, and for more 
noble reasons, while in office. In 1988 he 
chartered a plane to Cuba and successfully 
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