April 13, 2005

0 1727

Mr. RUSH changed his vote from
ééaye7’ to ééno.?7

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
S. 256, BANKRUPTCY ABUSE PRE-
VENTION AND CONSUMER PRO-
TECTION ACT OF 2005

Mr. GINGREY, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 109-43) on the resolution (H.
Res. 211) providing for consideration of
the Senate bill (S. 256) to amend title 11
of the United States Code, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

——————

FLOODING OF THE DELAWARE
RIVER

(Mr. DENT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to bring to this body’s attention the
terrible natural disaster that has re-
cently occurred in my district in Penn-
sylvania. On April 2, heavy rains trig-
gered substantial flooding of the Dela-
ware River. The river overflowed in
various local municipalities. Hardest
hit were the small borough of Portland
in Northampton county and the city of
Easton, also in Northampton County.

I was back in my district at the time
of the flooding. I toured the water-
damaged areas extensively, visited
with local residents, and was horrified
by the destruction and heartbreak that
this disaster has induced. Keep in mind
all this occurred less than 1 year suf-
fered from the devastating effects of
Hurricane Ivan.

On April 9, in response to what I had
seen, I wrote a letter to the President,
asking him to declare the 15th district
a Federal disaster area. The Governor
of Pennsylvania also requested this re-
lief, and I supported him in that re-
quest. I also keep in regular contact
with our State and Federal Emergency
Management officials in order to co-
ordinate relief efforts.

I urge my colleagues to keep the citi-
zens devastated by this natural dis-
aster in their prayers.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

————

ABORTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
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woman from Florida (Ms. RoOs-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, in
a country that espouses the impor-
tance of protecting the inherent rights
of every person, abortion denies the
rights of our most innocent and vulner-
able members, our children.

As legislators, we have the great re-
sponsibility to strive to uphold the
truths upon which our great country
was founded, especially that every indi-
vidual is entitled to life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness.

Abortion is not a sign that women
are ‘‘free to choose.” It is a sign that
women have been abandoned.
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They have not had the support and
care that they so desperately need.
Rather, abortion is the only option of-
fered.

Abortion is one of the greatest
scourges of our time. It is a sign that
we have not met the needs of women.
Women deserve better than abortion. It
is a crime against humanity which not
only takes the innocent life of a child
but also profoundly alters the life of
the mother. Women possess dignity and
intrinsic beauty, and abortion tears
them apart at the very core of their
being.

I am proud to have had the oppor-
tunity to join with such dynamic pro-
life women as Patricia Heaton, the co-
star of the TV show Everybody Loves
Raymond. She is an outspoken advo-
cate for women and for the protection
of the rights of the unborn. This past
week, I met with Patricia while she
was in Washington meeting with Mem-
bers of Congress and staff members dis-
cussing the crucial need that we have
as a society to strive to address the
real challenges facing pregnant women
and promoting women-centered solu-
tions to significantly reduce abortion
and protect women’s health.

I am pleased to be associated with or-
ganizations that work to increase pub-
lic awareness of the devastation that
abortion brings to women, men and
their families. These organizations en-
sure that the emotional and physical
pain of abortion will no longer be
shrouded in secrecy and silence but
rather exposed and healed.

This past year, the pro-life move-
ment has enjoyed many major victories
in Congress. We have seen the passage
of legislation protecting the sanctity of
life and addressing the critical needs of
women. The Partial Birth Abortion
Ban was signed into law by President
Bush. The Unborn Victims of Violence
Act also passed the House.

I have worked together with my col-
leagues here in Congress and with
President Bush to defend the intrinsic
rights of all citizens, especially the
most defenseless. I am pleased to note
that today the House Committee on
the Judiciary held a markup of my bill,
H.R. 748, the Child Interstate Abortion
Notification Act, CIANA. It was re-
ferred favorably as amended out of
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committee by a 20 to 13 margin and
should be brought to the floor for a
vote soon.

This critical legislation makes it a
Federal offense to knowingly transport
a minor across a State line with the in-
tent that she obtain an abortion in cir-
cumvention of a State’s parental con-
sent or parental mnotification law.
CIANA also requires that a parent or,
if necessary, a legal guardian be noti-
fied pursuant to a default Federal pa-
rental notification rule when a minor
crosses State lines to obtain an abor-
tion, unless one of several carefully
drawn exceptions is met.

A minor who is forbidden to drink al-
cohol, to stay past a certain hour or to
get her ears pierced without parental
consent is certainly not prepared to
make a life-altering, hazardous and po-
tentially fatal decision such as obtain-
ing an abortion without the consulta-
tion or the consent of at least one par-
ent.

My legislation will close a loophole
that allows adults not only to help mi-
nors break State laws by obtaining an
abortion without parental consent but
is also, unfortunately, contributing to
ending the life of an innocent child. We
will close that loophole.

I am hopeful that in this 109th ses-
sion of Congress we will be successful
in securing the rights of parents once
and for all, and I encourage my col-
leagues to vote in favor of this bill.

We have a great responsibility as a
Nation to maintain a true reverence
for vulnerable human life and to con-
tinue to build a culture of life. I will
continue to work to ensure that the
precious gift of life and the dignity of
womanhood are promoted and pro-
tected at every level.

—————

RECORD TRADE DEFICITS
CONTINUE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DENT). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
DEFAZIO) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, well,
congratulations to the Bush-Cheney
administration. They set another
record yesterday, but it is one I am
certain they will soon eclipse. The
United States of America ran the larg-
est 1-month trade deficit in our his-
tory, $61 billion. Tens of thousands of
jobs were lost in order to achieve that
record. Whole industries were exported
to China and other cheap wage coun-
tries in order to set that record.

Congratulations to the administra-
tion. Their trade policy is a tremen-
dous success for those few multi-
national corporations who are profiting
hand-over-fist with these policies,
while tens of thousands of Americans
lose their job and we lose our indus-
trial base here at home.

In the first 2 months of the year, a
$29 billion trade deficit with Com-
munist China. We are on a par, the
Bush administration is on a path, to
beat their record trade deficit with
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