April 14, 2005

Mr. Speaker, | hope all members of this
body will join me in calling for an end to U.S.
membership in the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
by co-sponsoring this legislation.

—

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE KNIGHTS OF CO-
LUMBUS COUNCIL 1028 OF BELLE-
VILLE, ILLINOIS

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the 100th Anniversary of the Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 1028 of Belleville, lllinois.

In 1905, 31 members of the Knights of Co-
lumbus Council in East St. Louis, who lived in
or near Belleville, lllinois, desired to have their
own Council. After several rounds of negotia-
tions with Bishop Janssen, the first bishop of
the Belleville Diocese, this committee was
successful in obtaining his approval. The Na-
tional Council issued the charter and the first
meeting of Belleville Council 1028 was held on
July 7, 1905.

From this small but determined group of ini-
tial members, Council 1028 would grow to a
peak of approximately 700 knights at the time
of their Golden Jubilee, in 1955. During this
time of growth, the goals of the Knights of Co-
lumbus, Charity, Unity and Fraternity, would
be the guiding principals of the Belleville
Council.

In 1906, one year after the Council was
formed, and again in 1907, Council 1028 pre-
sented Bishop Janssen with checks of
$1,000,—a substantial sum in those days!—for
the support of 81st. John’s Orphanage. For
the remaining time that 81st. John’s was in ex-
istence as an orphanage, that institution was
a favorite charity of Council 1028. Other wor-
thy recipients of support through the years
have been 81st. Elizabeth’s Hospital, the New-
man Foundation at Illinois Universities, Parent
Teachers of Exceptional Children, the Mamie
O. Stookey School, the Autism Society of llli-
nois, the Murray Center, Special Olympics and
numerous local organizations.

The Belleville Council has always been a
supporter of local youth activities. Boy Scout
Troop 16, at St. John’s Orphanage, was orga-
nized by the Council and supported for years.
Catholic grade school field days were spon-
sored and numerous trophies were supplied
for individual and team sports. The Council
still sponsors local youth sport teams and con-
tinues to hold annual and recreational pro-
grams and many religious activities have
helped promote camaraderie among the
knights and their families.

While the names are too numerous to men-
tion of those who have been instrumental in
the history of the Belleville Council, one name
is now officially linked to the Council. The
Belleville Council is now named Monsignor
Leonard A. Bauer Council 1028 to honor the
dedicated service of Monsignor Bauer as the
Council Chaplain for many years.

Council 1028 has seen many changes
through the last 100 years but they have al-
ways stayed true to the Knights of Columbus
goals of Charity, Unity and Fraternity.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the 100th Anniversary of the
Knights of Columbus Council 1028 and wish
them the best for continued service in the fu-
ture.

———

CELEBRATING 90 YEARS OF
PEACEMAKING

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
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Thursday, April 14, 2005

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of Women'’s Inter-
national League for Peace and Freedom,
(WILPF) who on April 9, 2005, celebrated their
ninetieth anniversary marking their work for
peace for justice.

We commend Phyllis S. Yingling and the
Joint Planning Committee ofthe Baltimore/Ca-
tonsville area for their hard work on behalf of
women and world peace.

WILPF, located in 36 nations, was formed in
1915 during World War |. WILPF works to
achieve through peaceful means world disar-
mament, full rights for women, racial and eco-
nomic justice, an end to all forms of violence
and to establish those political, social, and
psychological conditions which can assure
peace, freedom and justice for all.

Out of a meeting planned amongst western
European and N. American suffragists grew
WILPF. The meeting was supposed to be in
Berlin. The war prevented the women from
going to Berlin, so the women went to The
Hague. Over 1200 women attended. At that
meeting the women decided that ending the
killing and the violence of war was even more
important than suffrage for women.

WILPF’s first International President was
Jane Addams, founder of Hull House in Chi-
cago and the first U.S. woman to win the
Nobel Peace Prize.

The United States Section of WILPF main-
tains a presence in Washington, D.C. pro-
viding support and organizing connections for
the grassroots activities of WILPF’'s members
located in 80 branches across the United
States. They work in coalition with other disar-
mament, women’s human rights, and racial
and economic justice organizations to trans-
late women’s experience and vision into poli-
cies to promote peace and justice

For the last nine decades, WILPF has had
a vision of peaceful and non-violent solutions
to conflicts around the world.

We salute WILPF for their remarkable vision
that we respect and that which still guides us
today as we face the human security chal-
lenges of tomorrow.

————
HONORING JUDGE MATTHEW J.
JASEN, RETIRED ASSOCIATE

JUDGE OF THE NEW YORK
STATE COURT OF APPEALS

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 14, 2005
Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today, Thurs-

day, April 14, 2005, the New York State Court
of Appeals will for the first time in modern
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memory hold a session outside of the State
capital of Albany. For this august occasion
they have chosen the newly-renovated court-
room of Erie County Surrogate Court Judge
Barbara Howe.

Tomorrow, however, the seven member
court will honor one of its former members,
and that is the reason why | rise today. To-
morrow, former New York State Court of Ap-
peals Associate Judge Matthew Jasen, a resi-
dent of the town of Orchard Park in my con-
gressional district, will be honored by his suc-
cessor colleagues on the court

Judge Jasen was the Court of Appeals’ first
Judge of Polish-American descent. The most
recent Western New Yorker to be elected to
New York State’s highest court, the Court of
Appeals, Judge Jasen is an outstanding con-
tributor to the Western New York community
and to the legal profession, and | am proud to
honor him today.

Through a combination of intellect and for-
titude, Judge Jasen worked his way through
the Great Depression to achieve great heights
in Western New York’s legal community. Edu-
cated at Buffalo’'s own Canisius College and
receiving his law degree from the University at
Buffalo, Judge Jasen went on to attend Har-
vard University’s Civil Affairs School, and was
admitted to the New York State Bar in 1940.

Before beginning his distinguished career in
law, Jasen was called to serve his country in
the armed services in Germany during World
War Il. Following his service, he received an
appointment to serve as the United States
Military Court Judge at Heidelberg, where he
presided over trials of Nazi Youth groups.

In 1957, Jasen was appointed to his second
judgeship, the New York State Supreme
Court, and 10 years later, Judge Jasen took
on the race for Associate Judge of the New
York State Court of Appeals.

Today, Judges of the New York State Court
of Appeals are appointed by the Governor,
subject to the confirmation of the State Sen-
ate. This was not so in the 1960s, when
Judges instead ran for this office in statewide
elections. Through his skills as a grass-roots
organizer and with tremendous perseverance,
Judge Jasen, a loyal and longtime Democrat,
was elected to the Court of Appeals.

Judge Jasen’s career on the state’s highest
court ranged from his election in 1967 to his
statutory retirement in 1985 at the age of sev-
enty. During his 18 years on the high court,
Judge Jasen played a part in hundreds of
landmark decisions of the court, and played a
significant role in the court’s transition from an
elected body to one of appointment based on
merit. Nowadays, court appointments are
made by the Governor, who must choose his
Appeals court appointees from a list of three
candidates presented to him by a judicial
screening panel. An elected Judge himself,
Judge Jasen was a strong advocate for merit
selection, having authored articles on the sub-
ject in the mid-1970s.

Following his retirement, Judge Jasen re-en-
tered the practice of law himself, serving as Of
Counsel to law firms operated by his sons,
Peter M. Jasen, Esgq. and Mark Matthew
Jasen, Esq. Despite advancing age, Judge
Jasen’s post-judicial legal career has been a
busy one as well, taking part in cases on
local, State and Federal levels, serving as
Special Master in a number of State and Fed-
eral actions and in performing other services
as an officer of the court.
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