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made by the service members them-
selves.

This is an important task, and I am
hopeful that Congress will continue
giving this the concerted attention it
deserves as we prepare the Defense Au-
thorization bill for next year.

——————

OUR U.S. MILITARY SUCCESSES IN
AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FORTENBERRY). Pursuant to the order
of the House of January 4, 2005, the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) is recognized during morn-
ing hour debates for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to highlight the accomplish-
ments that we have been able to
achieve in Afghanistan, thanks to the
dedicated and courageous service of our
men and women in uniform. These Ma-
rines, sailors, airmen, and soldiers ex-
emplify the best of what our country
has to offer. By risking, and sometimes
giving, their lives, they have allowed
the 30 million people of Afghanistan to
live in peace and prosperity, free from
the fear and tyranny of the Taliban.

By liberating Afghanistan, our fight-
ing men and women also ensured that
al Qaeda would no longer be allowed to
operate with impunity in what was
then a failed state. In a brilliantly
waged campaign, our Special Forces
brought the fight to our enemies. By
utilizing local resistance forces and at
times even charging into battle on
horseback, they liberated this beau-
tiful country from a menacing dicta-
torship.

What the Afghans, with the help of
the U.S. and our Coalition forces, were
subsequently able to achieve is nothing
less than a miracle. On October 9, 2004,
barely less than 2 years since the fall of
the Taliban, Afghanistan held the first
democratic elections in its history,
overwhelmingly electing Hamid Karzai
as its President. Afghanistan is now
scheduled to hold another election on
September 18 to select its first par-
liament.

These two elections, coming less
than a year apart, are even more im-
pressive given that this country has
been at war for the better part of the
last 30 years. First, fighting a Soviet
invasion, and later, a civil war between
the different mujahideen.

I could not find better words than
those of a reporter of the Associated
Press to describe the presidential elec-
tion in Afghanistan when he wrote:
““After a generation of conflict, Af-
ghans are slowly emerging from dark-
ness. In the afterglow of last fall’s pres-
idential election, there is hope in
Kabul.”

In this country of 30 million people,
more than 10 million registered to
vote, 41 percent of them women, these
elections were monitored by more than
5,400 independent observers from
groups such as the EU, the OSCE, the
U.S., and the U.N., giving further valid-
ity to these historic elections.
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The hard work of our men and
women in uniform does not stop there.
They have worked closely with our al-
lies to train a national Afghan army so
that their people and their hard-fought
democracy can be protected. Almost
19,000 soldiers now serve in the Afghan
national army with another 3,400 being
trained by our troops. These soldiers
are being deployed to all corners of the
country.

The United States has also trained
more than 25,000 police officers, and
other countries have assisted as well.
Germany, for example, has trained
nearly 6,000 border and national police.
Our U.S. Armed Forces have also
trained 120 judges, lawyers, and court
personnel. Ensuring the rule of law
that it would be protected in this na-
tion that has known only war and tyr-
anny is miraculous.

The U.S. military has also helped to
rehabilitate more than 7,500 canals, un-
derground irrigation tunnels, res-
ervoirs, and dams to increase agricul-
tural output in this arid country.
These policies have resulted in an 82
percent increase in wheat production.

Our U.S. military forces were also
able to assist in the demining and pav-
ing of the very important XKabul-
Kandahar highway, ahead of schedule,
as well as rehabilitating 74 bridges and
tunnels.

These accomplishments have led to a
30 percent growth in the Afghan econ-
omy from 2002 to 2003 and an estimated
16 percent growth from 2003 to 2004.
These policies have led to 2.4 million
refugees returning to Afghanistan from
neighboring countries after many years
of being displaced by war. Another
600,000 internally displaced individuals
have also been able to return home.

Mr. Speaker, I could stand before this
body for hours to speak about our suc-
cess in Afghanistan and the positive
difference that our U.S. military troops
have made in this country. I under-
stand their sacrifices and those of their
families. My own husband, retired
Lieutenant Dexter Lehtinen, was a pla-
toon leader in Vietnam until a grenade
almost took his life. The scars on his
face are constant reminders of the
price so many Americans have paid for
our freedom and the price that so many
more continue to pay.

As my stepson, Aviator First Lieu-
tenant Douglas Lehtinen, prepares to
deploy Iraq, I cannot help but think
about the sacrifices of our men and
women in uniform. While nothing can
replace those who were lost and al-
though the scars will never disappear,
those acts of bravery have not been in
vain.

May God bless our men and women in
uniform and may God bless America.

————
CAFTA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) is recognized during morn-
ing hour debates for 5 minutes.
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Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, a
bowling ball weighs about 170 times the
weight of a slice of sandwich bread. It
does not take a physicist to see the
mismatch between a bowling ball and a
slice of bread. It does not take a trade
expert to see the economic mismatch
between the United States and the na-
tions that make up the Central Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement, CAFTA:
Honduras, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Gua-
temala, and El Salvador.

The way that proponents of the Cen-
tral American Free Trade Agreement
talk, one would think that Central
America was one of the biggest econo-
mies in the Western Hemisphere.
CAFTA nations, in fact, are not only
among the world’s poorest countries,
they are among its smallest economies.

Think about this: This big trade
agreement that President Bush wants,
CAFTA, the combined purchasing
power of CAFTA nations is almost
identical to the purchasing power of
Columbus, Ohio.

Tomorrow the House will hold a
hearing on CAFTA. Since President
Bush took office, Congress has voted
within 55 days of the President’s
affixing his signature on a trade agree-
ment. April 28, coming up, will mark
the 11-month anniversary of when the
President signed CAFTA. In other
words, trade agreements are always
sent to Congress quickly. Within a cou-
ple of months, we vote on them.

The President has delayed CAFTA
for 11 months because this simply is
not an agreement that the American
people want or need. As I said, other
trade agreements were all done within
about 2 months, but because CAFTA is
so unpopular, because trade policy in
this country is so wrong-headed, the
President still has not asked this Con-
gress to vote on CAFTA.

Clearly, there is dissension in the
ranks for good reason. CAFTA is the
dysfunctional cousin of NAFTA, the
North American Free Trade Agree-
ment, and continues a legacy of failed
trade policy.

Look at NAFTA’s record; NAFTA is
the United States, Mexico, and Canada:
One million U.S. manufacturing jobs
lost to the North American Free Trade
Agreement. Wages of Mexicans have
stagnated. Environmental conditions,
especially along the U.S.-Mexican bor-
der have worsened dramatically. And
yet the U.S. continues to push for more
of the same: more of the same job hem-
orrhaging, more of the same income-
lowering trade agreements, more trade
agreements that ship jobs overseas,
more trade agreements that neglect en-
vironmental safety standards, more
trade agreements that keep foreign
workers in poverty, more trade agree-
ments that undercut our food safety
laws in our country. The only dif-
ference between CAFTA and NAFTA is
the first letter.

The definition of insanity is repeat-
ing the same action over and over and
over again and expecting a different re-
sult. On trade we hear the same prom-
ises over and over and over again, and
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