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(C) located only within the Walker River 

Paiute Indian Reservation. 
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NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS 

PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 
Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, I 

would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that the Permanent Subcommittee on 
Investigations will hold a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘The Container Security Initiative 
and the Customs-Trade Partnership 
Against Terrorism: Securing the Glob-
al Supply Chain or Trojan Horse?’’ In 
light of the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, concern has increased 
that terrorists could smuggle weapons 
of mass destruction in the approxi-
mately 9 million ocean going con-
tainers that arrive in the United States 
every year. As part of its overall re-
sponse to the threat of terrorism, the 
Department of Homeland Security’s 
Bureau of Customs and Border Protec-
tion (Customs) implemented the Con-
tainer Security Initiative (CSI) to 
screen high-risk containers at sea ports 
overseas, thus employing screening 
tools before potentially dangerous car-
goes reach our shores. Customs also 
implemented the Customs Trade Part-
nership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT) to 
improve the security of the global sup-
ply chain in partnership with the pri-
vate sector. 

Both CSI and C-TPAT face a number 
of compelling challenges that impact 
their ability to safeguard our Nation 
from terrorism. The Subcommittee’s 
April 26 hearing will examine how Cus-
toms utilizes CSI and C-TPAT in con-
nection with its other enforcement pro-
grams and review the requirements for 
and challenges involved in 
transitioning CSI and C-TPAT from 
promising risk management concepts 
to effective and sustained enforcement 
operations. These important Customs 
initiatives required sustained Congres-
sional oversight. As such, this will be 
the first of several hearings the Sub-
committee intends to hold on the re-
sponse of the Federal Government to 
terrorist threats. 

The Subcommittee hearing is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 26, 2005, at 9:30 
a.m. in Room 562 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building. For further informa-
tion, please contact Raymond V. Shep-
herd, III, Staff Director and Chief 
Counsel to the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations, at 224– 
3721. 
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on April 19, 2005, at 9:30 a.m., in 
open session to consider the following 
nominations: (1) Honorable Gordon R. 
England to be Deputy Secretary of De-
fense; and (2) Admiral Michael G. 

Mullen, USN, for reappointment to the 
grade of Admiral and to be Chief of 
Naval Operations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
April 19, 2005, at 3 p.m., to conduct a 
hearing on ‘‘Proposals for Improving 
the Regulation of the Housing Govern-
ment Sponsored Enterprises.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
April 19, at 10 a.m. in room SD–366. 

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony concerning offshore 
hydrocarbon production and the future 
of alternate energy resources on the 
Outer Continental Shelf. Issues to be 
discussed include: recent technological 
advancements made in the offshore ex-
ploration and production of traditional 
forms of energy, and the future of deep 
shelf and deepwater production. En-
hancements in worker safety, and steps 
taken by the offshore oil and gas indus-
try to meet environmental challenges. 
Participants in the hearing will also 
address ways that the Federal Govern-
ment can facilitate increased explo-
ration and production offshore while 
protecting the environment. New ap-
proaches to help diversify the offshore 
energy mix will also be discussed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet in open Executive Session during 
the session on Tuesday, April 19, 2005, 
at 10 a.m., to consider an original bill 
entitled, ‘‘Highway Reauthorization 
and Excise Tax Simplification Act of 
2005’’ and, S. 661, ‘‘the United States 
Tax Court Modernization Act’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions be authorized to hold a hearing 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, April 19, 2005 at 10 a.m. in SD– 
430. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 

Senate on Tuesday, April 19, 2005, to 
mark up the nomination of Mr. Jona-
than B. Perlin to be Under Secretary 
for Health, Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs; and to hold a Committee hear-
ing titled ‘‘Back from the Battlefield, 
Part II: Seamless Transition to Civil-
ian Life.’’. 

The meeting will take place in room 
418 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing at 10:15 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on April 19, 2005 at 2:30 p.m. to 
hold a hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ANTITRUST, COMPETITION 
POLICY, AND CONSUMER RIGHTS 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Antitrust, Competition 
Policy, and Consumer Rights be au-
thorized to meet on Tuesday, April 19, 
2005 to conduct a hearing on ‘‘SBC/ATT 
and Verizon/MCI Mergers: Remaking 
the Telecommunications Industry, 
Part II—Another View’’, at 2:30 p.m. in 
Room 226 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building. 

Witness List: Mr. Carl Grivner, CEO, 
XO Communications, Reston, VA.; Mr. 
Jeffrey Citron, CEO, Vonage, Edison, 
NJ.; Mr. Scott Cleland, CEO, Precursor 
Group, Washington, DC; and Mr. Gene 
Kimmelman, Director, Washington, 
DC. Office, Consumers Union, Wash-
ington, DC. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPOWER 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Seapower be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on April 19, 2005, at 3 p.m., in open 
session to receive testimony on United 
States Marine Corps Ground and Ro-
tary Wing Program and Seabasing, in 
review of the defense authorization re-
quest for fiscal year 2006. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the sub-
committee on Water and Power be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Tuesday, April 19 a 2:30 
p.m. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on S. 166, to amend the 
Oregon Resource Conservation Act of 
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