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dyslexia early, learning strategies and proper
treatment can help them to succeed academi-
cally and to develop a positive self-image.

| firmly believe that this legislation rep-
resents a step in the right direction toward en-
suring that our nation’s children are ade-
quately prepared for lifelong reading success.
| urge my colleagues to join me in this effort
by co-sponsoring the Reading Failure Preven-
tion Act of 2005.

———

FREEDOM FOR LUIS ENRIQUE
FERRER GARCIA

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to speak about Luis
Enrique Ferrer Garcia, a prisoner of con-
science in totalitarian Cuba.

Mr. Ferrer Garcia is a peaceful pro-democ-
racy activist who desires to bring freedom, de-
mocracy, and human rights to Cuba. He is
also a member of the Christian Liberation
Movement. Because he believes that freedom
is the birthright of every person, he has been
repeatedly harassed and detained by the
nightmare that is the Castro regime. According
to Amnesty International, in December 1999
he was sentenced to 6 months “restricted
freedom.”

In March 2003, as part of Castro’s heinous
island wide crackdown on peaceful prodemoc-
racy activists, Mr. Ferrer Garcia was arrested
by the dictatorship. In a sham trial he was
sentenced to 28 years in the totalitarian gulag.

According to reports, Mr. Ferrer Garcia was
transferred to a “punishment cell” for having
refused a military salute to a prison official.
These punishment cells are the very depths of
depravity. According to the Department of
State’s Country Reports on Human Rights
Practices for 2004: “‘punishment cells,” were
located in the basement of a prison, with con-
tinuous semi dark conditions, no available
water, and a hole for a toilet. Reading mate-
rials, including Bibles, were not allowed . . .
Prisoners in punishment cells had no access
to lawyers.”

Mr. Ferrer Garcia was eventually released
from this “punishment cell” because of a hun-
ger strike carried out on his behalf. However,
he is in constant danger of being returned to
this version of hell within a gulag.

Mr. Luis Ferrer Garcia is not the only mem-
ber of his family sentenced to the totalitarian
gulag. His brother, José Daniel Ferrer Garcia
been sentenced to 25 years in the gulag for
his belief in freedom, democracy and basic
human rights. These two brothers are brilliant
examples of the heroism of the Cuban people.
No matter how intense the repression, no mat-
ter how horrifically brutal the consequences of
a dignified struggle for liberty, the totalitarian
gulags are full of men and women of all back-
grounds and ages who represent the best of
the Cuban nation.

Mr. Speaker, it is as inconceivable as it is
unacceptable that, while the world stands by
in silence and acquiescence, these two broth-
ers are systematically tortured because of
their belief in freedom, democracy, human
rights and the rule of law. My Colleagues, we
must demand the immediate and unconditional
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release of Luis Enrique Ferrer Garcia, Jose
Daniel Ferrer Garcia and every political pris-
oner in totalitarian Cuba.

——————

HONORING COACH TERI MARIANI
OF THE PORTLAND STATE VI-
KINGS AS SHE COACHES HER
FINAL GAME

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Ms. HOOLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the long and successful career of
Portland State University softball coach Teri
Mariani, which will come to a close on Sun-
day, April 24, 2005, as she coaches her final
games at PSU.

It's been a long time, but | remember Teri
from her days as an outstanding student and
a fine athlete when | had the privilege to
coach her in high school at St. Mary’s Acad-
emy in the late '60s and early "70s. Back then,
without the opportunities afforded by Title IX
that are available today, the chance for young
women to compete at any level were limited.

Still, Teri managed to shine. | remember
taking a team, including a then-sophomore
Teri, to play basketball in the Portland Rec-
reational League. Teri, always serious in the
classroom, was just as driven to succeed on
the court. But that’s the sort of dedication to
excellence that Teri maintained as during her
years at Portland State.

Since the 1970s, Teri has been a fixture on
the Portland State campus—first as a stellar
three-sport student-athlete, then as an admin-
istrator and, since 1977, as coach of the soft-
ball team.

Teri will leave Portland State with the school
record for the most victories in any sport, 631,
and a winning record in 10 of her last 16 sea-
sons. Ranked 15th overall among all Division
Il coaches with 646 wins, Coach Mariani also
successfully led the Vikings during their transi-
tion to the Division | level in the 1998 season.

During her career, the Vikings went to the
NCAA playoffs nine times, and placed nation-
ally four times, with a best finish of third in the
nation in 1991. For her accomplishments, Teri
was inducted into the Portland Metropolitan
Softball Association Hall of Fame in 1986 and
the Oregon Sports Hall of Fame in 2003.

In addition to coaching softball, Teri has
been Associate Athletic Director, Interim Ath-
letic Director, and twice the department’s Sen-
ior Woman Administrator. She has not only
coached young women and helped them suc-
ceed on the field, but has been a mentor to
them as they pursed their education. Hun-
dreds of young women have had their lives
impacted in a positive way by Teri Mariani,
and while | am sad to see her long tenure as
coach come to an end, her contributions to the
sport and the university will be felt far into the
future.

April 22, 2005

HONORING THE LIFE AND CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF MR. ERNEST R.
MALER, SR.

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor and congratulate my neighbor
and constituent Mr. Ernest Maler, Sr. on the
occasion of his 100th birthday. Mr. Maler was
born on April 24, 1905 and raised in East
Patchogue, New York. The upcoming century
milestone is a time to celebrate the numerous
achievements of a great American.

Mr. Maler earned his Juris Doctor at New
York University School of Law and returned to
Long Island so that he could provide exem-
plary legal service to the people of his home-
town. His passion for law is matched only by
a love for his family and an affinity for the
game of golf.

The 100th birthday is slowly becoming an
attainable goal by many Americans as medical
science, better living conditions, and more
knowledge about fitness and health increase
our life expectancy. Today more than 70,000
Americans are 100 years old, and that number
is expected to grow dramatically during the
next century.

Mr. Maler lived through the great depres-
sion, two world wars, and 18 presidential ad-
ministrations. His first hand experiences are
invaluable sources of wisdom and his life ac-
complishments are inspirational to all Ameri-
cans. Mr. Speaker | appreciate the opportunity
to honor such a noteworthy individual.

————

REGARDING WASHINGTON STATE
TEACHER OF THE YEAR TAMARA
STEEN

HON. DOC HASTINGS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, | wish to pay tribute to 2005 Washington
State Teacher of the Year and one of four na-
tional finalists for 2005 Teacher of the Year—
Ms. Tamara Steen.

Since 1963, Washington state has honored
one outstanding classroom teacher each year
who is then eligible for the national honor. |
am extremely proud that out of over 2.8 million
elementary and secondary teachers nation-
wide, Ms. Steen was recognized as one of
four finalists for the national honor announced
by President Bush.

Ms. Steen is an innovative and compas-
sionate teacher who has taught in the small
rural town of Mabton, Washington for over two
decades. In her years of teaching she has mo-
tivated students to achieve a higher standard.
Ms. Steen is a teacher who is willing to work
hard for her students, and expects her stu-
dents to work hard for her in return.

Ms. Steen currently teaches English at
Mabton Junior/Senior High School where she
uses innovative teaching strategies to actively
engage her students in learning. Despite the
many challenges she is faced with each day,
Ms. Steen’s enthusiasm for her profession and
her devotion to her students continues to
grow.
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