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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 123—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 30, 2005, AS ‘‘DIA 
DE LOS NINOS: CELEBRATING 
YOUNG AMERICANS,’’ AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES 
Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. CORNYN, 

Mr. GRASSLEY, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. 
MARTINEZ, and Ms. MURKOWSKI) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary: 

S. RES. 123 
Whereas many nations throughout the 

world, and especially within the Western 
hemisphere, celebrate ‘‘Dı́a de los Niños’’, or 
‘‘Day of the Children’’ on the 30th of April, in 
recognition and celebration of their coun-
try’s future—their children; 

Whereas children represent the hopes and 
dreams of the people of the United States; 

Whereas children are the center of Amer-
ican families; 

Whereas children should be nurtured and 
invested in to preserve and enhance eco-
nomic prosperity, democracy, and the Amer-
ican spirit; 

Whereas Hispanics in the United States, 
the youngest and fastest growing ethnic 
community in the Nation, continue the tra-
dition of honoring their children on this day, 
and wish to share this custom with the rest 
of the Nation; 

Whereas 1 in 4 Americans is projected to be 
of Hispanic descent by the year 2050, and as 
of 2003, approximately 12,300,000 Hispanic 
children live in the United States; 

Whereas traditional Hispanic family life 
centers largely on children; 

Whereas the primary teachers of family 
values, morality, and culture are parents and 
family members, and we rely on children to 
pass on these family values, morals, and cul-
ture to future generations; 

Whereas more than 500,000 children drop 
out of school each year, and Hispanic drop-
out rates are unacceptably high; 

Whereas the importance of literacy and 
education are most often communicated to 
children through family members; 

Whereas families should be encouraged to 
engage in family and community activities 
that include extended and elderly family 
members and encourage children to explore, 
develop confidence, and pursue their dreams; 

Whereas the designation of a day to honor 
the children of the United States will help 
affirm for the people of the United States the 
significance of family, education, and com-
munity; 

Whereas the designation of a day of special 
recognition for the children of the United 
States will provide an opportunity for chil-
dren to reflect on their future, to articulate 
their dreams and aspirations, and to find 
comfort and security in the support of their 
family members and communities; 

Whereas the National Latino Children’s In-
stitute, serving as a voice for children, has 
worked with cities throughout the country 
to declare April 30 as ‘‘Dı́a de los Niños: Cele-
brating Young Americans’’—a day to bring 
together Hispanics and other communities 
nationwide to celebrate and uplift children; 
and 

Whereas the children of a nation are the 
responsibility of all its people, and people 
should be encouraged to celebrate the gifts 
of children to society—their curiosity, 
laughter, faith, energy, spirit, hopes, and 
dreams: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 30, 2005, as ‘‘Dı́a de los 

Niños: Celebrating Young Americans’’; and 

(2) calls on the people of the United States 
to join with all children, families, organiza-
tions, communities, churches, cities, and 
States across the United States to observe 
the day with appropriate ceremonies, includ-
ing activities that— 

(A) center around children, and are free or 
minimal in cost so as to encourage and fa-
cilitate the participation of all our people; 

(B) are positive and uplifting and that help 
children express their hopes and dreams; 

(C) provide opportunities for children of all 
backgrounds to learn about one another’s 
cultures and to share ideas; 

(D) include all members of the family, and 
especially extended and elderly family mem-
bers, so as to promote greater communica-
tion among the generations within a family, 
enabling children to appreciate and benefit 
from the experiences and wisdom of their el-
derly family members; 

(E) provide opportunities for families with-
in a community to get acquainted; and 

(F) provide children with the support they 
need to develop skills and confidence, and to 
find the inner strength—the will and fire of 
the human spirit—to make their dreams 
come true. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to submit an important resolu-
tion designating the 30th day of April 
2005 as ‘‘Dı́a de los Niños: Celebrating 
Young Americans.’’ 

Nations throughout the world, and 
especially within Latin America, cele-
brate Dı́a de los Niños on the 30th of 
April, in recognition and celebration of 
their country’s future—their children. 
Many American Hispanic families con-
tinue the tradition of honoring their 
children on this day by celebrating Dı́a 
de los Niños in their homes. 

The designation of a day to honor the 
children of the Nation will help affirm 
for the people of the United States the 
significance of family, education, and 
community. This special recognition of 
children will provide us with an oppor-
tunity to reflect on their future, ar-
ticulate their dreams and aspirations, 
and find comfort and security in the 
support of their family members and 
communities. This resolution calls on 
the American people to join with all 
children, families, organizations, com-
munities, churches, cities, and states 
across the Nation to observe the day 
with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities. 

Joining me as original co-sponsors to 
this Resolution are JOHN CORNYN, 
CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, KAY BAILEY 
HUTCHISON, MEL MARTINEZ, and LISA 
MURKOWSKI. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to join 
us in promptly passing this Resolution 
designating April 30, 2005 Dı́a de los 
Niños: Celebrating Young Americans. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 124—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF IN-
CREASING AWARENESS OF AU-
TISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS, 
SUPPORTING PROGRAMS FOR IN-
CREASED RESEARCH AND IM-
PROVED TREATMENT OF AU-
TISM, AND IMPROVING TRAINING 
AND SUPPORT FOR INDIVIDUALS 
WITH AUTISM AND THOSE WHO 
CARE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH 
AUTISM 
Mr. HAGEL (for himself, Mr. FEIN-

GOLD, and Ms. STABENOW) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 124 
Whereas the Autism Society of America, 

Cure Autism Now, the National Alliance for 
Autism Research, The Dan Marino Founda-
tion, and numerous other organizations com-
memorate April as National Autism Aware-
ness Month; 

Whereas autism is a developmental dis-
order that is typically diagnosed during the 
first 3 years of life, robbing individuals of 
their ability to communicate and interact 
with others; 

Whereas autism affects an estimated 1 in 
every 166 children in America; 

Whereas autism is 4 times more likely in 
boys than in girls, and can affect anyone, re-
gardless of race, ethnicity, or other factors; 

Whereas the cost of specialized treatment 
in a developmental center for people with 
autism is approximately $80,000 per indi-
vidual per year; 

Whereas the cost of special education pro-
grams for school-aged children with autism 
is often more than $30,000 per individual per 
year; 

Whereas the cost nationally of caring for 
persons affected by autism is estimated at 
upwards of $90,000,000,000 per year; and 

Whereas despite the fact that autism is one 
of the most common developmental dis-
orders, many professionals in the medical 
and educational fields are still unaware of 
the best methods to diagnose and treat the 
disorder: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the establishment of April as 

National Autism Awareness Month; 
(2) recognizes and commends the parents 

and relatives of children with autism for 
their sacrifice and dedication in providing 
for the special needs of children with autism 
and for absorbing significant financial costs 
for specialized education and support serv-
ices; 

(3) supports the goal of increasing Federal 
funding for aggressive research to learn the 
root causes of autism, identify the best 
methods of early intervention and treat-
ment, expand programs for individuals with 
autism across their lifespan, and promote 
understanding of the special needs of people 
with autism; 

(4) commends the Department of Health 
and Human Services for the swift implemen-
tation of the Children’s Health Act of 2000, 
particularly for establishing 4 ‘‘Centers of 
Excellence’’ at the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention to study the epidemi-
ology of autism and related disorders and the 
proposed ‘‘Centers of Excellence’’ at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health for autism re-
search; 

(5) stresses the need to begin early inter-
vention services soon after a child has been 
diagnosed with autism, noting that early 
intervention strategies are the primary 
therapeutic options for young people with 
autism, and early intervention significantly 
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