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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JOHN
E. SUNUNU, a Senator from the State of
New Hampshire.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal spirit, You are our rock of
safety. You are the Ancient of Days,
yet the ever-new God. Thank you for
Your mercies which are fresh each day.
Your spirit restores our souls to new-
ness of life. Because of You, we have
discovered a new life, a new song, and
a new hope that nothing in life or in
death can dismay.

Today, bless the Members of this
body. Guide their steps and inspire
their hearts. May they use their tal-
ents to make the world better.

Be their strength and shield from
every danger as You fill their hearts
with joy. Lord, protect our military
men and women who daily sacrifice to
keep us free. Lead them like a shepherd
and carry them forever in Your arms.

We pray in Your awesome Name.
Amen

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JOHN E. SUNUNU led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, April 28, 2005.
To the Senate:

Senate

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JOHN E. SUNUNU, a
Senator from the State of New Hampshire,
to perform the duties of the Chair.

TED STEVENS,
President pro tempore.

Mr. SUNUNU thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
———
SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Today we will begin our
session with a 1-hour period of morning
business, and following morning busi-
ness, the Senate will begin debate on
the highway bill. Senator INHOFE has
been on the floor over the course of the
last 3 days and has encouraged Mem-
bers to offer their amendments. I en-
courage them to do so at this time. I
ask Senators to contact the chairman
and ranking member if they do intend
to offer an amendment so they can
plan accordingly. We will make further
progress on the bill today and tomor-
row. Senators should not wait until the
last minute to offer their amendments.
Please come forward today and tomor-
row with those amendments.

Also, I remind everyone that last
night we filed two cloture motions on
two Cabinet-rank nominations: Rob
Portman to be USTR, and Stephen
Johnson to be Administrator of EPA.
Those votes will occur on Friday unless
we reach an agreement for a confirma-
tion vote on those two important
nominations.

We will also consider the budget and
supplemental conference reports when
they are available. Members continued
to work well into the evening last
evening on both of these conference re-
ports. The budget conference report, as

my colleagues know, can be debated for
up to a 10-hour statutory limit.

Having said that, Senators should be
informed we have quite a bit of work to
accomplish prior to our adjournment,
and we are going to need to stay until
we finish our business. Senators should
expect rollcall votes each day.

———

COMMENDING ANNICE M. WAGNER,
CHIEF JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA COURT OF AP-
PEALS

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs be
discharged from further consideration
of S. Res. 107 and the Senate now pro-
ceed to its immediate consideration.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. The clerk will report the resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 107) commending
Annice M. Wagner, Chief Judge of the Dis-
trict of Columbia Court of Appeals, for her
public service.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motion to
reconsider be laid on the table.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 107

Whereas Annice M. Wagner, Chief Judge of
the District of Columbia Court of Appeals,
entered Federal Government service in 1973
as the first woman to be appointed General
Counsel of the National Capital Housing Au-
thority, then a Federal agency;

Whereas, from 1975 to 1977, the Honorable
Annice M. Wagner served as People’s Counsel
for the District of Columbia, an office cre-
ated by Congress to represent the interests
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of utility consumers before the District of
Columbia Public Service Commission and
the District of Columbia Court of Appeals;

Whereas, in 1977, the Honorable Annice M.
Wagner was appointed by President Carter
and confirmed by the Senate to serve as an
Associate Judge of the Superior Court for
the District of Columbia;

Whereas, while serving as an Associate
Judge of the Superior Court, the Honorable
Annice M. Wagner served in the civil, crimi-
nal, family, probate, and tax divisions and
served for 2 years as presiding judge of the
probate and tax divisions;

Whereas, while serving as an Associate
Judge of the Superior Court, Annice M. Wag-
ner served on various commissions and com-
mittees to improve the District of Columbia
judicial system, including serving as chair-
person of the Committee on Selection and
Tenure of Hearing Commissioners, and as a
member of the Superior Court Rules Com-
mittee and the Sentencing Guidelines Com-
mission;

Whereas, as an Associate Judge of the Su-
perior Court, Annice M. Wagner served as
chairperson of the Court’s Advisory Com-
mittee on Probate and Fiduciary Rules and
was largely responsible for the implementa-
tion of new rules intended to streamline and
clarify procedures regarding missing, pro-
tected, and incapacitated individuals;

Whereas, as an Associate Judge of the Su-
perior Court, the Honorable Annice M. Wag-
ner served as chairperson of the Task Force
on Gender Bias in the Courts, which con-
ducted a comprehensive study of bias in the
courts;

Whereas, under Annice M. Wagner’s leader-
ship, the District of Columbia courts estab-
lished the Standing Committee on Fairness
and Access to the Courts to ensure racial,
gender, and ethnic fairness;

Whereas Annice M. Wagner was appointed
by President George H.W. Bush and con-
firmed by the Senate in 1990 to be an Asso-
ciate Judge of the District of Columbia
Court of Appeals;

Whereas Annice M. Wagner was appointed
in 1994 to serve as Chief Judge of the District
Court of Appeals;

Whereas, while Chief Judge of the District
of Columbia Court of Appeals, Annice M.
Wagner served as Chair of the Joint Com-
mittee on Judicial Administration in the
District of Columbia;

Whereas, under Annice M. Wagner’s leader-
ship, the District of Columbia courts initi-
ated the renovation of the Old District of Co-
lumbia Courthouse (Old City Hall) in Judici-
ary Square, a National Historic Landmark,
for future use by the District of Columbia
Court of Appeals;

Whereas, under Annice M. Wagner’s leader-
ship, the District of Columbia courts initi-
ated the master planning process for the ren-
ovation and use of unused or underutilized
court properties, which will lead to the revi-
talization of the Judiciary Square area in
the Nation’s Capital;

Whereas, under Annice M. Wagner’s leader-
ship, the Court of Appeals, along with the
District of Columbia Bar, the District of Co-
lumbia Bar Foundation, and the District of
Columbia Consortium of Legal Service Pro-
viders, established the District of Columbia
Access to Justice Commission, a commission
that will propose ways to make lawyers and
the legal system more available for poor in-
dividuals in the District of Columbia;

Whereas Annice M. Wagner served as Presi-
dent of the Conference of Chief Justices, an
organization of Chief Justices and Chief
Judges of the highest court of each of the 50
States, the District of Columbia, and the ter-
ritories;
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Whereas Annice M. Wagner served as
Chairperson of the Board of Directors of the
National Center for State Courts;

Whereas the Honorable Annice M. Wagner
commands wide respect within the legal pro-
fession nationally, having been selected to
serve as one of 11 members of the American
Bar Association’s Section on Dispute Resolu-
tion’s Drafting Committee on the Uniform
Mediation Act, which collaborated with the
National Conference of Commissioners on
Uniform State Laws in promulgating the
Uniform Mediation Act, which, in 2001, was
approved and recommended for enactment in
all of the States, to foster prompt, economi-
cal, and amicable resolution of disputes
through mediation processes which promote
public confidence and uniformity across
state lines;

Whereas, since 1979, Annice M. Wagner has
been involved with the United Planning Or-
ganization, which was established in 1962 to
conduct initiatives designed to provide
human services in the District of Columbia
and she has served as Interim President of
the Organization’s Board of Trustees;

Whereas, since 1986, Annice M. Wagner has
participated as a member of a teaching team
for the Trial Advocacy Workshop at Harvard
Law School;

Whereas Annice M. Wagner, Chief Judge of
the District of Columbia Court of Appeals,
was born in the District of Columbia and at-
tended District of Columbia Public Schools
and received her Bachelor’s and law degrees
from Wayne State University in Detroit,
Michigan; and

Whereas Annice M. Wagner’s dedication to
public service and the citizens of the District
of Columbia has contributed to the improve-
ment of the judicial system, increased equal
access to justice, and advanced public con-
fidence in the court system: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate commends the
Honorable Annice M. Wagner for her com-
mitment and dedication to public service,
the judicial system, equal access to justice,
and the community.

——

PUBLIC SERVICE RECOGNITION
WEEK

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs be
discharged and the Senate proceed to
S. Res. 108.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. The clerk will report the resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 108) expressing the
sense of the Senate that public servants
should be commended for their dedication
and continued service to the Nation during
Public Service Recognition Week, May 2
through 8, 2005.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
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S. RES. 108

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week
provides an opportunity to honor and cele-
brate the commitment of men and women
who meet the needs of the Nation through
work at all levels of government;

Whereas over 18,000,000 individuals work in
government service in every city, county,
and State across America and in hundreds of
cities abroad;

Whereas Federal, State, and local officials
perform essential services the Nation relies
upon every day;

Whereas the United States of America is a
great and prosperous nation, and public serv-
ice employees contribute significantly to
that greatness and prosperity;

Whereas the Nation benefits daily from the
knowledge and skills of these highly trained
individuals;

Whereas public servants—

(1) help the Nation recover from natural
disasters and terrorist attacks;

(2) provide vital strategic support func-
tions to our military and serve in the Na-
tional Guard and Reserves;

(3) fight crime and fire;

(4) deliver the United States mail;

(5) deliver social security and medicare
benefits;

(6) fight disease and promote better health;

(7) protect the environment and the Na-
tion’s parks;

(8) defend and secure critical infrastruc-
ture;

(9) teach and work in our schools and li-
braries;

(10) improve and secure our transportation
systems;

(11) keep the Nation’s economy stable; and

(12) defend our freedom and advance United
States interests around the world;

Whereas public servants at every level of
government are hard-working men and
women, committed to doing their jobs re-
gardless of the circumstances;

Whereas members of the uniformed serv-
ices and civilian employees at all levels of
government make significant contributions
to the general welfare of the United States,
and are on the front lines in the fight
against terrorism and in maintaining home-
land security;

Whereas public servants work in a profes-
sional manner to build relationships with
other countries and cultures in order to bet-
ter represent America’s interests and pro-
mote American ideals;

Whereas Federal, State, and local govern-
ment employees have risen to the occasion
and demonstrated professionalism, dedica-
tion, and courage while fighting the war
against terrorism;

Whereas public servants alert Congress and
the public to government waste, fraud,
abuse, and dangers to public health;

Whereas the men and women serving in the
Armed Forces of the United States, as well
as those skilled trade and craft Federal em-
ployees who provide support to their efforts,
contribute greatly to the security of the Na-
tion and the world;

Whereas government workers have much
to offer, as demonstrated by their expertise
and innovative ideas, and serve as examples
by passing on institutional knowledge to
train the next generation of public servants;

Whereas May 2 through 8, 2005, has been
designated Public Service Recognition Week
to honor America’s Federal, State, and local
government employees;

Whereas the theme for Public Service Rec-
ognition Week 2005 is Celebrating Govern-
ment Workers Nationwide to highlight the
important work civil servants perform
throughout the Nation; and

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week
is celebrating its 21st anniversary through
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