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used for bonus bids or royalties for mineral
leases on the Outer Continental Shelf; and
authority to provide eligible BLM lands (or
interests) anywhere in the country in ex-
change for the interests acquired at Rocky
Flats (waiving the current requirement that
exchanges must be within the same state).
SECTION-BY-SECTION OUTLINE

Section 1—

(1) provides a short title:
Minerals Acquisition Act.”

(2) includes findings regarding the status of
Rocky Flats and the desirability of federal
acquisition of mineral interests within its
boundaries

(3) states the bill’s purpose as being to fa-
cilitate acquisition of non-Federal interests
at Rocky Flats by authorizing the Interior
Department to use credits or interests in
certain public lands—provided that the own-
ers of the acquired lands or interests con-
cur—instead of or in addition to cash.

Section 2—

(1) authorizes the Interior Department to
use appropriated funds, credits (with the
concurrence of the party transferring lands
or interests to the United States), exchanged
lands or interests therein, or any combina-
tion of these, to acquire mineral interests or
other non-Federal interests at Rocky Flats,

(2) defines ‘‘credits,”” making clear that
they can only be used for bonus bids or roy-
alty payments for oil or gas leases on the
Outer Continental Shelf, can be transferred,
and must be used within 10 years of their
issuance;

(3) specifies that while exchanges can in-
volve BLM lands or interests in any State,
only lands or interests identified as suitable
for disposal under current law can be trans-
ferred to private ownership through such an
exchange;

(4) specifies that no lands or interests
therein outside the exterior boundaries of
Rocky Flats can be acquired by the United
States for the purposes of the Rocky Flats
National Wildlife Refuge Act except with the
consent of the owners of such lands or inter-
ests.

(5) provides that interests acquired by the
United States under the bill will be managed
as part of the wildlife refuge and cannot be
developed or transferred out of Federal own-
ership; and

(6) specifies that the bill adds to the Inte-
rior Department’s existing authority and
does not reduce any authority the Depart-
ment already has.

“Rocky Flats
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Logan Mankins on his
selection by the New England Patriots in the
2005 NFL Draft. Mr. Mankins was selected by
the Patriots in the first round of the Draft on
April 23, 2005.

Mr. Mankins is a native of my hometown,
Cathey’s Valley, in Mariposa County. He at-
tended Mariposa County High School, where
he excelled in football and basketball. He was
a two-year, two-way starter at linebacker and
tight end for the Grizzly football team and was
the team MVP, as well as an all-league selec-
tion.

In 2001 Mr. Mankins began a three-year ca-
reer at Fresno State. During his career he
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played as a left tackle on the offensive line,
protecting the quarterback from opposing de-
fenses. In 2004 he was a second-team All-
American selection and was also named to
Sports lllustrated’s All-Bowl team. He was the
first offensive lineman ever to be named team
MVP for Fresno State. In his final 387 passing
plays, he did not allow a single sack.

Mr. Mankins is the first football player ever
drafted by the NFL from Mariposa County. He
was selected by the Patriots to play guard on
the offensive line. | am sure pro-football will be
more exciting this year for the people of
Mariposa County, as they watch a friend and
neighbor playing for one of the most pres-
tigious teams in America.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate
Logan Mankins on his well-earned success. |
urge my colleagues to join me in celebrating
his remarkable accomplishment.

———
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Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to draw attention to amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (ALS), often known as Lou Gehrig's
disease. ALS is a progressive disorder that
occurs when motor nerve cells in the central
nervous system cease functioning and die.
Each year, over 5,000 people in the United
States are diagnosed with this illness. There
are 600 patients in Georgia alone. Sadly,
there is no known cause, cure, or means of
control in the advanced stages, ALS care can
cost up to $200,000 per year, depleting the fi-
nancial resources of patients and relatives.

In Georgia, families impacted by ALS are
blessed to have the support of The ALS Asso-
ciation of Georgia, which is a non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to the fight against ALS and
the support of patients and their caregivers.
Over 80% of all monies raised goes directly to
patient services. Services offered include infor-
mation and referrals, home nursing visits, sup-
port groups, coordination of medical care,
equipment loan, children’s counseling, respite
care, public education and awareness, and re-
search support. The suffering of patients and
the anguish and struggle of caregivers must
be supported and alleviated as much as pos-
sible.

| commend The ALS Association of Georgia
for all of their good work in serving patients
with this devastating disease. During the
month of May, which is ALS Awareness
Month, | urge all citizens and my colleagues
here in Congress to become educated about
ALS and to lend their aid to combating this
disease.

E871
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Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, sixty years
ago the guns and bombs in Europe fell silent,
and President Truman announced victory over
Europe to a proud and free world.

| rise today to commemorate the 60th anni-
versary of this great and very important day,
and to recognize the sacrifices and accom-
plishments of the men and women who so
bravely served to defeat hate and aggression.

| join millions of people participating in thou-
sands of events, in New York City, all across
the United States, and around the world, in
observing and honoring the courage of Amer-
ican service-members, allied soldiers, and
homefront workers.

During April 1945, allied forces led by the
United States overran Nazi Germany from the
west while Russian forces advanced from the
east. On April 25, American and Russian
troops met at the Elbe River. After 6 years of
war, suffering, and devastation, Nazi Germany
was formally defeated a few days later on May
8, 1945.

It was a bittersweet victory. Over 400,000
American soldiers died in World War Il
350,000 British soldiers gave their lives; and a
staggering 20 million Russian soldiers and ci-
vilians perished in the war fighting German ag-
gression on their home soil. The war also
brought about the most horrendous systematic
murder which humanity has ever known, the
Holocaust.

In memory of all the victims of World War II,
it is our duty to raise our voices as one and
say to the present and future generations that
no one has the right to remain indifferent to
anti-Semitism, xenophobia and racial or reli-
gious intolerance.

This is an occasion to remember and com-
memorate. We must remember why the war
was fought, remember the victims and heroes,
and thank those who fought so hard and sac-
rificed so much.

V—E Day marked the promise of a peaceful
future for a Europe ravaged by unspeakable
horror and war. Although freedom did not
come to every European nation following the
defeat of Nazi Germany, today we stand at
the threshold of a very hopeful future based
on sovereignty, democracy, freedom and co-
operation.

Madam Speaker, | take this opportunity to
honor those individuals who gave their lives
during the liberation of Europe, to thank the
veterans of World War Il, and to commemo-
rate the defeat of Nazism and Fascism by
freedom-loving people.

HONORING DR. PORTIA HOLMES
SHIELDS
———

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, May 4, 2005

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, to-
night | rise in recognition of a true leader,
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