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that John D. Moonshower of Ohio City, Ohio
has been offered an appointment to attend the
United States Military Academy at West Point,
New York.

John’s offer of appointment poises him to
attend the United States Military Academy this
fall with the incoming cadet class of 2009. At-
tending one of our nation’s military academies
is an invaluable experience that offers a world-
class education and demands the very best
that these young men and women have to
offer. Truly, it is one of the most challenging
and rewarding undertakings of their lives.

John brings an enormous amount of leader-
ship, service, and dedication to the incoming
class of West Point cadets. While attending
Van Wert High School in Van Wert, John has
attained a grade point average of 3.97, which
places him near the top of his class of more
than one hundred fifty students. While a gifted
athlete, John has maintained the highest
standards of excellence in his academics,
choosing to enroll and excel in Advanced
Placement classes throughout high school.
John has been a member of the National
Honor Society, Honor Roll, Beta Club, Key
Club, and has earned awards and accolades
as a scholar and an athlete.

Outside the classroom, John has distin-
guished himself as an excellent student-ath-
lete. On the fields of competition, John has
earned letters in Varsity Football, Baseball and
Basketball. He was named Co-Captain of the
Varsity Basketball team and served as Presi-
dent of the Spanish Club, Vice President of
the Beta Club and as Senior class representa-
tive. John’s dedication and service to the com-
munity and his peers has proven his ability to
excel among the leaders at West Point. | have
no doubt that John will take the lessons of his
student leadership with him to West Point.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating John D. Moonshower on his
appointment to the United States Military
Academy at West Point. Our service acad-
emies offer the finest military training and edu-
cation available anywhere in the world. | am
sure that John will do very well during his ca-
reer at West Point and | ask my colleagues to
join me in wishing him well as he begins his
service to the nation.

———

FREEDOM FOR LEONEL GRAVE DE
PERALTA ALMENARES

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 5, 2005

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to speak about Leonel
Grave de Peralta Almenares, a political pris-
oner in totalitarian Cuba.

Mr. Grave de Peralta is a member of the
Christian Liberation Movement and an inde-
pendent librarian. According to Human Rights
First, as director of the Bartolomé Masé Li-
brary, Mr. Grave de Peralta had a circulation
record of over 700 book loans. His life is dedi-
cated to the proposition that the men and
women of Cuba must be free: free to learn,
free to worship, free to enjoy their inalienable
human rights.

Unfortunately, Mr. Grave de Peralta has
been targeted by the totalitarian regime be-
cause of his belief in freedom and democracy.
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According to Amnesty International, he was
harassed in 2002 when his home was be-
sieged by the tyrant’s thugs. Despite the con-
stant threat of oppression, harassment, and
torture, Mr. Grave de Peralta continued his
peaceful, pro-democracy activities.

In March 2003, as part of Castro’s heinous
crackdown on peaceful pro-democracy activ-
ists, Mr. Grave de Peralta was arrested. Sub-
sequently, in a sham trial, he was sentenced
to 20 years in the totalitarian gulag.

Mr. Grave de Peralta is representative of
the fighting spirit of the Cuban people: of their
rejection of the brutality, discrimination, de-
pravity, and oppression of the totalitarian tyr-
anny. Thousands languish in the gulag be-
cause, like Mr. Grave de Peralta, they refuse
to accept the tyrannical dictatorship in Cuba
today.

Mr. Speaker, it is as inconceivable as it is
unacceptable that, while the world stands by
in silence and acquiescence, Mr. Grave de
Peralta languishes in the horror of the totali-
tarian gulag because of his belief in freedom,
democracy, and human rights. My Colleagues,
we must demand the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of Leonel Grave de Perlata
Almenares and every political prisoner in to-
talitarian Cuba.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE SEP-
TEMBER 11TH ASSISTANCE TAX
CLARIFICATION ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 5, 2005

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today | and
several other New York Lawmakers introduced
legislation to protect lower Manhattan busi-
nesses and residents from having to pay any
taxes on 9/11 recovery assistance.

Despite a prior announcement by the IRS
they were planning to exempt Lower Manhat-
tan residents from most, if not all taxes, on
Federal Grants given to them to recover from
9/11 or grants given as incentive to move to
or stay in the area, the IRS has made a deter-
mination to tax aid received. A February 5,
2003 letter received by the Acting Commis-
sioner, Bob Wenzel, stated the following:

The legislation enacted in 2001 and 2002
that appropriated $2.7 billion of CDBG funds
to aid in the recovery of New York City did
not provide that the grants made from those
funds were exempt from income tax. In addi-
tion, neither the Victims of Terrorist At-
tacks Relief Act of 2001 nor the Liberty Zone
Benefits provision of the Job Creation and
Workers Assistance Act of 2002 specifically
exempted the grant payments from income
tax. Therefore, we have had to apply existing
general federal tax law principles to deter-
mine the tax status of the grants.

As incredible as it sounds, the IRS will tax
this assistance unless we act. It was never the
intention of this Congress to tax any of this
money and it is time to pass this legislation to
prevent this unfair and unjust tax.
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HONORING MERRITT COLLEGE
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 5, 2005

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
Merritt College, one of the 9th Congressional
District’s outstanding institutions of higher edu-
cation, on the occasion of its 50th anniversary.

Located in the East Oakland hills, Merritt
College is part of the Peralta Community Col-
lege District in Alameda County. Merritt Col-
lege is named for one of the pioneer devel-
opers of Oakland, Dr. Samuel Merritt, who first
came to Oakland in 1850. When the commu-
nity college concept was still evolving, Merritt
College and one of its sister campuses, Laney
College, were known earlier as the Merritt
School of Business and the Joseph C. Laney
Trade and Technical Institute. In July of 1953,
the Board of Education created Oakland Jun-
ior College, developing Laney and Merritt as
separate and distinct campuses of the new in-
stitution. The following year Merritt added a
liberal arts curriculum to the already estab-
lished business program, and in June 1955,
the first students graduated with Associate in
Arts degrees.

In November 1963, local residents voted to
establish a separate junior college district,
which was named in honor of Sgt. Luis Maria
Peralta, the 19th-century owner of the 44,800
acres throughout which the district campuses
are located. The following summer, the Board
of Education voted to offer vocational, tech-
nical and liberal arts courses on each of the
existing campuses. In 1965, voters passed a
$47 million bond issue for the construction of
additional campuses, and in 1971 Merritt Col-
lege moved from Grove Street to its current
home in the East Oakland hills.

Since that time, the faculty and students at
Merritt College have continued the campus’
tradition of academic excellence. Offering pro-
grams in over 70 different academic and voca-
tional fields, Merritt enrolls more than 6,500
students each semester and equips its grad-
uates for careers in law, medicine, art, nurs-
ing, government, radiological technology, early
childhood education and more. Merritt offers
day and evening programs of transfer, tech-
nical, occupational and basic skills education,
and its programs and services have histori-
cally been provided by distinguished faculty
and staff who are widely known and respected
in their disciplines.

In addition, the student body at Merritt Col-
lege represents a variety of cultures from
throughout the U.S. and the world. Merritt is
known for its outreach efforts and initiatives
that seek to make education available to all,
as evidenced by its work at the Fruitvale Edu-
cation Center, local high schools and child
care centers, and at Oakland City training cen-
ters for the police and fire departments. Merritt
College sets a leading example of the steps
that our educational institutions must take in
order to make high-caliber educational experi-
ences and credentials available, accessible
and affordable to all.

On Friday, May 6, 2005, our community
joins together to celebrate the innumerable
contributions Merritt College has made to Oak-
land and the East Bay during the past half-
century. Particularly during a time when our
educational system is facing new and growing
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challenges, it is important for us to be able to
look to exemplary institutions such as Merritt
for encouragement and inspiration. On behalf
of the 9th Congressional District, | salute and
congratulate Merritt College for 50 extraor-
dinary years of service to our community.
Merritt's students and stewards have dem-
onstrated that an institution of higher edu-
cation can not only be dynamic and innova-
tive, but can truly be a force for hope, commu-
nity empowerment and social change.
—

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY MONTH
HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 5, 2005

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, just last week, our nation recognized April
as Occupational Therapy Month. Occupational
therapy is a health, education, wellness, and
rehabilitation service that helps individuals en-
gage in everyday activities, or “occupations.”
More than 100,000 licensed occupational
therapists and occupational therapy assistants
provide services to children and adults in a va-
riety of settings across the nation, including
766 in my home state of Rhode Island. Serv-
ices are provided by qualified professionals
whose training includes anatomy and physi-
ology, sociology, and psychology, including
how disability affects an individual’s ability to
develop “skills for the job of living.”

Occupational therapy focuses on perform-
ance of meaningful daily life activities, such as
education, work, play, leisure, and social par-
ticipation, despite impairments or limitations in
physical or mental functioning. Occupational
therapy not only helps children with disabilities
to learn in school, but, also assists adults re-
covering from stroke to lead full and produc-
tive lives.

With its roots in mental health, occupational
therapy focuses on the relationship between
the client and their performance abilities, the
demands of the activity, and the physical and
social contexts within which the activity is per-
formed. An individuals’ performance is evalu-
ated through their psychological, social, and
emotional responses, which assists the thera-
pist in implementing specific treatments to ad-
dress the patients current needs and prob-
lems. Occupational therapy was recently
profiled by the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) on
its National Mental Health Information Center’s
website.

| am pleased to recognize the importance of
occupational therapy and the valuable service
that it provides for millions of individuals and
families.

———

IN HONOR OF THE CINCO DE MAYO
CELEBRATION AT PIKE PARK

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 5, 2005

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Cinco de Mayo celebration at
Pike Park in Dallas, Texas.

Cinco de Mayo is a day for special pride
and remembrance for the Hispanic community.
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It's a reminder of the proud heritage of many
Americans and the warm and growing friend-
ship between two great nations. It's a day
worth celebrating. Today we recognize the
continuous efforts to bring the community to-
gether through the Pike Park Advisory Council
and the Pike Park Preservation League.

Originally called Summit Play Park, Pike
Park was constructed in 1915 and through the
efforts of the Consul General from Mexico.
The Mexican American children of the neigh-
borhood were finally allowed to use the park
and swimming pool in the mid 1930’s

The name changed in 1927 to Pike Park
Recreation Center named after Mr. Edgar
Pike, a member of the Dallas Park Board.
Pike Park has served as the site of the “Fies-
tas Patrias” (Cinco de Mayo and Dies y Sies
de Septiembre) since the late 1930’s.

Pike Park has also served as the bastion for
civic and social events of the Mexican-Amer-
ican community for over 65 years.

It is with great pride that | recognize the
Pike Park Advisory Council and the Pike Park
Preservation League are duly recognized as
the future coordinators of the “Fiestas
Patrias”.

—————

VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATION FOR THE FUTURE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ENI F. H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 4, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 366) to amend the
Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical
Education Act of 1998 to strengthen and im-
prove programs under that Act:

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Chairman, | rise
today in support of H.R. 366, the Vocational
and Technical Education for the Future Act. |
want to commend my esteemed colleague,
Mr. CASTLE, for his leadership on educational
issues and particularly for sponsoring this im-
portant legislation.

Vocational and technical education is criti-
cally important in American Samoa. According
to the 2000 U.S. Census, only 13 percent of
18 to 24 year-olds were enrolled in college
classes, leaving a large number of the Terri-
tory’s youth out of school, but unprepared for
the skilled labor market.

In order for American Samoa to continue
our economic development, our youth need
skills training in construction skills, including
carpentry, welding, and electrical engineering.
We need architects, engineers and auto me-
chanics. The funding H.R. 366 provides will
allow American Samoa to give our people the
necessary skills to compete in this economy.

| support this legislation and | urge my col-
leagues to vote in favor of H.R. 366.
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RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF VICTORY IN EUROPE
(V-E) DAY DURING WORLD WAR
II

SPEECH OF

HON. STEVE BUYER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2005

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, today the Con-
gress recognized the 60th anniversary of Vic-
tory in Europe Day. World War Il was a defin-
ing moment in the lives of our Nation’s Great-
est Generation. Men and women whose early
youth was shaped in the ordeal of the Great
Depression showed the values formed in that
crucible when tyranny threatened a world.
More than 4 million Americans served in our
armed forces in the cauldron of Europe. Near-
ly 200,000 of them made the ultimate sacrifice
there serving the cause of freedom. Today, as
we must every day, we recognize and honor
the service and sacrifices made by them and
by our allies fighting by their side. Their leg-
acy—and the legacy of their generation—is a
freer world of opportunity and equality, which
we inherit with gratitude and serve with humil-
ity.

——
HONORING THE SERVICEMEMBERS
LEGAL DEFENSE NETWORK (SLDN)

HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 5, 2005
Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

honor the hard work and dedication of
Servicemembers Legal Defense Network
(SLDN), a national non-profit organization

dedicated to ending the military’s failed “Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell” policy.

SLDN was co-founded by Dixon Osburn and
Michelle Beneke in 1994 as a legal service
agency with the mission of providing counsel
to service members discharged under “Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell.” Since that time, SLDN has
assisted more than 6,500 gay and lesbian
troops and obtained thirty-five improvements
to military regulations related to the policy.

Today, SLDN is the Nation’s leading advo-
cacy organization dedicated to repealing
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and ensuring open
service in our armed forces. Through tenacity
and strong leadership, the organization has
made significant steps forward in breaking
down the barrier that bans gays and lesbians
from serving openly in the military. The gay,
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender community
looks to SLDN as a model for accomplishing
policy change.

2004 was a groundbreaking year for the or-
ganization. SLDN filed a monumental lawsuit
on behalf of twelve veterans of the War on
Terror, challenging the constitutionality of
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” in federal court.
SLDN'’s legal expertise also paved the way for
two victorious cases before the Army Court of
Criminal Appeals, overturning military sodomy
convictions. And the staff mobilized veterans
and supporters from twenty-two states to meet
with 90 Congressional offices on their annual
“Lobby Day.”

| have had the pleasure of working with
SLDN since my freshman term in Congress.
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