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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WESTMORELAND). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, May 17, 2005. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable LYNN A. 
WESTMORELAND to act as Speaker pro tem-
pore on this day. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING HOUR DEBATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2005, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning hour debates. The Chair will 
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to 
exceed 25 minutes, and each Member, 
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes, but in 
no event shall debate extend beyond 
9:50 a.m. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) for 5 minutes. 

f 

CENTRAL AMERICA FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENT 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1 
year ago, in late May, 2004 President 
Bush signed the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement, a trade agreement 
that extends the North American Free 
Trade Agreement, NAFTA, to 5 Central 
American countries and the Caribbean 
country of the Dominican Republic. 
That trade agreement, coupled with 
the President’s next trade agreement, 
the Free Trade Area of the Americas, 

will double the population of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement, dou-
ble the size of NAFTA, and quadruple 
the number of low income workers, 
poverty wage workers that now live in 
NAFTA countries. 

Normally, when a trade agreement is 
signed by President Bush, that trade 
agreement comes in front of Congress 
almost immediately. Since President 
Bush has taken office there have been 
4, Morocco, Australia, Chile and Singa-
pore. Each of those agreements has 
been voted on within about 2 months of 
the President’s signature. 

However, the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement, some call it the Cen-
tral American Free Labor Agreement, 
because it really is all about low in-
come workers, not about selling Amer-
ican products to Central America. The 
Central American Free Trade Agree-
ment has not been sent to Congress; 
has not been voted on, even though 
President Bush signed it 11 and a half 
months ago, even longer ago than that 
actually, 11 months and 20 some days. 
And the reason is simple that it has 
not come in front of the Congress, be-
cause of the immense opposition to the 
Central American Free Trade Agree-
ment. 

As my colleagues will notice, our 
trade policy in this country simply is 
not working. If you look at what has 
happened to our trade deficit, that is 
the amount of exports that we sell to 
other countries versus the amount of 
imports we buy from other nations, 
you can see we had a negative flow in 
1992, the year that I happened to run 
for Congress, of $38 billion. That was 
the year before NAFTA. 

NAFTA was passed in 1993. Then Con-
gress passed a trade agreement with 
Chile, several other trade agreements. 
And you can see what has happened 
with this wrong-headed trade policy. 
This trade deficit, our trade deficit 
with the rest of the world was $38 bil-
lion in 1992. Last year, 2004, our trade 

deficit was $620 billion, $618 billion, 
precisely, from $38 billion to $618 bil-
lion. 

By any stretch of the imagination, it 
is hard to argue that our trade policy 
is working. And that is why the opposi-
tion has been bipartisan to CAFTA, to 
the Central American Free Labor, the 
Central American Free Trade Agree-
ment. That is why the opposition has 
been bipartisan. That is why the oppo-
sition has been overwhelming. 

Last month 2 dozen Democrats and 
Republicans in Congress joined more 
than 150 business groups and labor or-
ganizations, sending the message, vote 
no on this Central American Free 
Trade Agreement. Last week more 
than 400 union workers and Members of 
Congress gathered in front of the U.S. 
Capitol again delivering that message, 
vote no on the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement. 

Now, those of us opposed to CAFTA, 
which clearly is a majority in this Con-
gress, or we already would have voted 
on it. Those of us opposed to CAFTA 
say we are not opposed to trade. We 
want to see fair trade agreements in-
stead of free trade agreements, because 
we know what free trade agreements 
do. We know what this trade deficit 
does to our country. It means, accord-
ing to the first President Bush, accord-
ing to his economists, it means lit-
erally 12,000 lost jobs per $1 billion of 
trade deficit. That means a million lost 
jobs. It means more than that. A mil-
lion lost manufacturing jobs in this 
country. 

In my State alone we have lost 
200,000 manufacturing jobs, not en-
tirely because of trade agreements, but 
that is a big component of it. So we 
know what these trade agreements do 
to individuals when they lose their 
jobs, what it does to family members 
when they lose their jobs, what it does 
to communities when a community has 
a plant closing, what it does to the 
school districts and the schools as they 
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