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and American Life Project survey, two 
thirds of adult Americans, or 136 mil-
lion citizens, use the Internet. For 
youth, that number is even higher. 
Over half of the adults who use the 
Internet used it during the 2004 cam-
paign cycle. They used it to obtain 
news and determine candidate posi-
tions. They viewed websites for cam-
paigns and advocacy groups. They 
looked for information to register to 
vote. They followed opinion polls, 
looked at jokes, and checked the valid-
ity of rumors. They emailed one an-
other about the election, and received 
email newsletters from candidates and 
advocacy groups. By a 10 to 1 margin, 
these Americans said that the Internet 
was a positive addition to public debate 
in the 2004 campaign. In the past sev-
eral years, the Internet has become a 
powerful way for the American People 
to voice their opinions on everything 
from car parts to hair styles to polit-
ical elections. 

The Internet has been utilized by 
Americans representing the numerous 
ideologies of all the political parties. It 
is not Republican. It is not Democrat. 
It is not rich or poor. The Internet, 
like this country, is the mixture of all 
of those things together. It has become 
the newest and most dynamic melting 
pot of ideas. 

But all this may be threatened be-
cause in 2004 a Federal court here in 
Washington, DC, instructed the FEC to 
begin regulating the Internet. The FEC 
has begun working out the details for 
this new regulatory framework, and 
right now we can see what that process 
looks like. I’ll tell you this. It’s not 
easy to understand. There are experts 
who don’t understand it all. There are 
thousands of pages of comments and 
proposals. 

The Online Freedom of Speech Act 
can clean up this entire mess with 8 
simple lines of legislation. 

In 1996, I was a co-founder of the Con-
gressional Internet Caucus. Today, 
there are 176 members of this caucus 
from both parties and in both the Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives. 
These members have pledged to uphold 
the following: Promoting growth and 
advancement of the Internet; providing 
a bicameral, bipartisan forum for 
Internet concerns to be raised; pro-
moting the education of Members of 
Congress and their staffs about the 
Internet; promoting commerce and the 
free flow of information on the Inter-
net; advancing the United States’ 
world leadership in the digital world; 
and maximizing the openness of and 
participation in government by the 
people. 

I helped found this caucus because I 
understand the importance of careful 
treatment of this technology in its in-
fancy. Government tends to want to 
regulate, and regulation can stunt 
growth. I am very concerned that with-
out legislation like the Online Free-
dom of Speech Act, the First Amend-
ment rights of Americans, from Mon-
tana and throughout the rest of the 
county, will be severely damaged. 

Experts have warned that at the very 
least, proposed online regulation will 
subject Internet advocates, like 
bloggers, to the prospect of FEC inves-
tigations. That can mean subpoenas, 
lawyers, increased government payrolls 
and bureaucracy. Such investigations 
are not only a huge commitment for 
the FEC, but a serious threat to free 
speech online. 

One of the things that makes the 
Internet unique is that it is so broadly 
accessible. Compared to more tradi-
tional forms of publication it is very 
cheap to publish on the Internet. As 
little as 20 years ago, the only way for 
someone’s ideas to reach the full Mar-
ketplace of Ideas was to secure access 
to a printing press or broadcast center. 

But as I said, the Internet is much 
different, now allowing anyone to pro-
mote his or her ideas into the market-
place. Internet media doesn’t crowd 
out other competing media. And since 
everyone can have their say, the reader 
is the one who gets to decide what he 
or she wants to read. We need to be 
mindful of allowing the government to 
try to limit the choices of what the 
consumer can make. 

Mr. President, as you can see, regu-
latory standards for the Internet must 
be much different than for other forms 
of public communication. The tradi-
tional arguments for traditional media 
do not apply here. 

Some of my colleagues may think 
that there must be some regulation of 
the Internet for some types of political 
speech. However, before we choose to 
regulate this infant technology, we 
need learned-testimony and debate on 
this issue by discussing this bill. We 
need to make sure that regulation is 
the best course of action. Accordingly, 
I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
port for the Online Freedom of Speech 
Act. 

f 

BAKERS CREEK TRAGEDY 

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I 
rise today to offer remarks on the trag-
edy that occurred on June 14, 1943 at 
Bakers Creek, Australia. On that day, 
40 members of the U.S. Armed Forces, 
six of whom were from the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, lost their lives 
when the B–17C Flying Fortress air-
plane that they were flying in crashed 
at Bakers Creek, Australia. This trag-
edy marked the worst aviation disaster 
of the Southwest Pacific Theater dur-
ing World War II. 

I understand that at approximately 6 
a.m. on June 14, 1943, the B–17C Flying 
Fortress transporting six crew mem-
bers and thirty-five soldiers that were 
returning from leave in Australia de-
parted from Mackay Airport in Bakers 
Creek for Port Moresby, when shortly 
after takeoff, the plane lost altitude 
and subsequently crashed. The sole sur-
vivor of this crash was Corporal Foye 
Kenneth Roberts of Wichita Falls, 
Texas. 

This June will mark the 62nd anni-
versary of the Bakers Creek crash. I 

applaud the work of Dr. Robert S. Cut-
ler and the Bakers Creek Memorial As-
sociation for their research and tireless 
dedication to ensuring that the mem-
ory of those who perished at Bakers 
Creek, Australia in 1943 never be for-
gotten. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

CONGRATULATING THE WINNERS 
OF THE NEW HAMPSHIRE EXCEL-
LENCE IN EDUCATION AWARDS 

∑ Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I wish 
to congratulate the winners of the 2005 
New Hampshire Excellence in Edu-
cation Awards. These awards, other-
wise known as the ‘‘ED’’ies, are given 
to those individuals and schools that 
have exhibited the highest standards of 
excellence in curriculum and instruc-
tion, teaching and learning process, 
student achievement, leadership and 
decision-making, community and pa-
rental involvement, and school cli-
mate. 

On June 4, 2005, 30 individuals, 2 
school boards and 6 schools were recog-
nized for their leadership and out-
standing dedication in preparing their 
students for our rapidly changing 
workplace. I am honored to lend my 
voice to those of their colleagues, stu-
dents, and communities in conveying 
our appreciation and respect for the 
professionals they are and the sac-
rifices and contributions they make 
every day in classrooms throughout 
the Granite State. 

Nominees consist of some of New 
Hampshire’s finest teachers and com-
munity leaders. They are carefully re-
viewed by selection committees that 
apply standards developed by The 
Board of Directors for the New Hamp-
shire Excellence in Education Awards. 
Nominees come from elementary, mid-
dle and secondary schools, as well as 
higher education. Many are honored in 
specific categories of excellence such 
as art education, world languages, 
school nursing, counseling and tech-
nology. 

As a student in Salem, I was privi-
leged to have had many great teachers 
at every level of my education. Today, 
as a parent looking back on that expe-
rience, I see even more clearly the 
great impact they’ve had on my life. 
Not only did they provide an environ-
ment conducive to learning, but each 
in their own way provided me with the 
direction necessary to succeed. 

Like the classroom heroes I knew 
growing up in Salem, the group of edu-
cators chosen this year for the ‘‘ED’’ies 
have demonstrated superior dedication 
and service to their students, schools 
and communities. They richly deserve 
this prestigious honor for the impor-
tant roles they play in helping our 
children reach their goals and succeed 
in school. The teachers, principals, 
counselors, librarians and other school 
leaders being commended this year 
have provided students with the tools 
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