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made him the man to turn to when hope 
seemed lost in the final seconds of the semi-
final game. A young man of few words, Ben-
son leads by example. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Johns Hopkins University Men’s 
2005 Lacrosse Team for their outstanding 
achievements as players and students. I ask 
you to join in saying congratulations and ‘‘Go 
Blue.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HENRY J. HYDE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, on the evening of 
June 7, 2005, I was absent for several votes 
and regret missing them. Had I been present, 
I would have voted: Vote No. 228, Historical 
significance of Mexican holiday Cinco de 
Mayo, ‘‘yea;’’ Vote No. 229, Manifestation of 
anti-Semitism by UN member states, ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

HONORING PARTICIPANTS OF 
NATIONAL HISTORY DAY 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the participants of the 2005 
National History Day who will be in Wash-
ington DC June 16–19th. Specifically I would 
like to congratulate Filip Maksimovic, Alex 
Grossman, Mary Kate Quinn, Andrew Hastie, 
Megan Duffy, Natasha Steinmann, Connie Ge, 
Anika Megan McEwan, and all students from 
Colorado who competed in Colorado History 
Day and qualified to compete on the national 
level. 

Students from grade 6 through 12 have 
been participating in National History Day for 
the past 25 years. In Colorado 4000 students 
produced dramatic performances, museum- 
style exhibits, multimedia documentaries or re-
search papers all focusing on a central theme 
of Communication in History: The Key to Un-
derstanding. The program encourages stu-
dents to take advantage of primary historical 
resources available to them. Students in this 
program learn how to analyze a variety of pri-
mary sources such as photographs, letters, 
diaries, magazines, maps, artifacts, sound re-
cordings, and motion pictures. This significant 
academic exercise encourages intellectual 
growth while helping students.to develop crit-
ical thinking and problem-solving skills that will 
help them manage and use information, now 
and in the future. 

At the Colorado History Day State Competi-
tion on April 23, 2005, held at the University 
of Colorado at Boulder, 54 students qualified 
to represent Colorado at the National History 
Day competition at the University of Maryland, 
College Park. The projects from students in 
the 2nd Congressional District ranged from 
‘‘Communication in Irish Step Dance,’’ to 
‘‘Communication through Hobo Code Signs 
during the Great Depression.’’ These students 
represent excellence in their study of history 
and will be able to continue to utilize the skills 

gained through their experience with National 
History Day into the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in commending Filip Maksimovic, Alex Gross-
man, Mary Kate Quinn, Andrew Hastie, Megan 
Duffy, Natasha Steinmann, Connie Ge, and 
Anika Megan McEwan for their achievements 
at the Colorado History Day and wish them 
good luck as they compete in the 2005 Na-
tional History Day. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROCHE ON THE OCCA-
SION OF THEIR 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the 100th Anniversary of Roche, a 
true trailblazer in healthcare. Roche is a spe-
cialty care company employing over 10,000 
people in the U.S. and 60,000 globally. I am 
pleased that Florence, South Carolina is home 
to Roche Carolina, Inc., which employs over 
270 people, all of whom are dedicated to im-
proving the quality of healthcare for millions of 
people, 

For a century now, Roche has invested in 
advanced research and manufacturing tech-
niques that have yielded breakthroughs in 
healthcare, Founded in Switzerland in 1896, 
Roche’s roots in America are deep and strong, 
dating back to the opening of its New York of-
fice: in 1905. From its start in Manhattan, 
Roche has extended its reach to nine sites 
across the United States in South Carolina, 
New Jersey, Indiana, California and Colorado. 

In Florence, the employees of Roche Caro-
lina work in one of the most advanced phar-
maceutical manfanufacturing facilities in the 
world. They produce a potent oral antiviral that 
is a promising weapon against the threat of 
pandemic influenza. In addition, it manufac-
tures a novel oral medication for cancer pa-
tients—allowing them to be treated at home 
and greatly improving their quality of life. 
These are just two examples of their revolu-
tionary therapies used to treat millions of peo-
ple every day. 

I also would like to applaud Roche Carolina 
for being such an active corporate citizen. In 
Florence, Roche Carolina has established a 
High Performance Partnership with Lester Ele-
mentary School through which their workers 
offer math tutoring to 4th grade students. Fur-
ther, Roche Carolina has endowed a chem-
istry scholarship and initiated a student ex-
change program at Francis Marion University. 
These efforts help build the Florence commu-
nity in ways that will resonate for years to 
come, and they set an example for us all. 

I commend the people of Roche Carolina in 
Florence and Roche employees worldwide for 
their outstanding achievements, and wish 
them the very best on this special 100th Anni-
versary. 

HONORING DEBORAH JIN AND 
LINDA CORDELL 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize two women, Deborah Jin 
and Linda Cordell, from Boulder, Colorado, 
who were recently elected to the National 
Academy of Sciences. 

Deborah Jin, a physicist at the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology and an 
associate adjunct professor in the Physics De-
partment at the University of Colorado, is one 
of the youngest women elected to the National 
Academy of Sciences. 

She came to Boulder as a postdoctoral stu-
dent in 1995. In 2003 she won what is com-
monly called the ‘‘genius grant,’’ a $500,000 
MacArthur Fellowship for her work with 
ultracold atoms. One of the three criteria for 
receiving this award is that the candidate 
show exceptional creativity. Dr. Jin’s career is 
a testament to her creativity. In 2004, she and 
her team won an international race to create 
a fermionic condensate made from a tiny clus-
ter of super-cold potassium atoms which is 
used to better understand super conductors. 

Linda Cordell is the director of the University 
of Colorado Museum and a professor of ar-
chaeology at CU. Her research interests in-
clude the archaeology of Pueblo people in the 
southwest, specifically the agricultural and set-
tlement strategies of ancestral Pueblo peoples 
of New Mexico. She also studies how large 
villages supported themselves in times of un-
predictable precipitation. 

Members of the National Academy of 
Sciences make up the most accomplished sci-
entists in our country and election to the acad-
emy is one of the highest honors for any sci-
entist. At a time when we are seeing fewer 
young people, particularly women, entering 
into the science disciplines, these scientists 
are taking their creativity and skill to inspire 
our youth. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in commending Deborah Jin and Linda Cordell 
for their achievements in science and offer 
congratulations on their new post as members 
of the National Academy of Sciences. 

f 

JERUSALEM DAY 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker. I rise today to 
join the Jewish people in Jerusalem and 
throughout the world in celebration of Yom 
Yerushalyim, Jerusalem Day. 

On June 7, 1967 the 28th of Iyar 5727, the 
Israel Defense Forces in the heat of the Six- 
Day War, unified the city of Jerusalem under 
Jewish control. At approximately 10 a.m. on 
that day, the earth shattering proclamation 
‘‘The Temple Mount is ours, It is in our hands’’ 
reverberated in the hearts of Jews across the 
globe. The dream of once again being able to 
visit the Kotel, The Western Wall, and other 
previously inaccessible holy sites of Jeru-
salem, had become a reality. In the subse-
quent years to follow, Jewish people from 
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every nation on earth would make pilgrimages 
to the holy city of Jerusalem to visit its revered 
sites and offer their heartfelt prayers. 

Every stone in Jerusalem is saturated with 
Jewish history, every street has some story 
and saga of biblical times and modem times. 
Even though Jerusalem is a city laden with 
rich archeological artifacts, and remnants of 
ancient times, it has become a thriving city 
that has preserved its historic nature and 
adapted to modem life. Beautiful shopping 
malls, fresh food markets and restaurants are 
commonplace in Jerusalem, which emphasize 
the cultural advancements Israel has made in 
such a short period of time. 

Perhaps one of the most moving aspects of 
modem day Jerusalem is its abundance of Ye-
shivas, Kollels and the prominence of Jewish 
religious life. It is truly inspiring to see Jews, 
young and old immersed in the deep study of 
Jewish texts. Many Hasidic sects and other 
Orthodox institutions based in my district have 
satellite branches in Jerusalem and quite a 
few of my young constituents study Judaism in 
Jerusalem and return to the United States in-
vigorated from their experiences. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize this 
very jubilant day and reaffirm my unflinching 
support for the City of Jerusalem and the 
State of lsrael. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE CALIFORNIA 
STRAWBERRY COMMISSION 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an extraordinary organization based in 
my community: the California Strawberry Com-
mission. Since 1994, the Commission’s Cali-
fornia Strawberry Scholarship Program has 
awarded numerous students with scholarships 
to show the industry’s appreciation to the farm 
workers whose jobs are a vital part of the 
strawberry industry’s success. 

Students receiving a scholarship from the 
Commission are entering their first year in col-
leges and universities throughout the nation. 
To qualify, applicants must have at least one 
parent who has been employed as a straw-
berry farm worker for the past two consecutive 
seasons. The California Strawberry Scholar-
ship Program has awarded over $183,000 to 
264 children of strawberry farm workers, giv-
ing these students the opportunity to achieve 
their full potential. This year alone, they have 
awarded $32,500 to 34 high school seniors. 
Each student has tremendous potential and 
these scholarships give them the opportunity 
to excel as first-year students in colleges and 
universities throughout the nation. 

In addition to the Strawberry Scholarship 
Program, in 1995 the Strawberry Commission 
implemented the California Strawberry Grow-
ers’ Scholarship Fund. The California Straw-
berry Growers’ Scholarship Fund is funded by 
California strawberry farmers and allied indus-
try members to help children of strawberry 
farm workers to continue their college edu-
cation. To date, the Fund has awarded over 
$349,000 to 165 students. This year 65 con-
tinuing college students were awarded a total 
of $68,000 by the California Strawberry Grow-
ers’ Scholarship Fund. 

Through the hard work of California’s straw-
berry farm workers, generous contributions 
from strawberry industry leaders, and the com-
mitment of the California Strawberry Commis-
sion, a new generation of students is able to 
achieve its dreams. Mr. Speaker, it is truly an 
honor to recognize the California Strawberry 
Commission today. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF MR. 
SPALDING WATHEN 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Mr. Spalding Wathen of 
Fresno, California. Mr. Wathen served his 
country and his community with remarkable 
distinction. He is survived by his wife Della 
Ann Wathen and five daughters, Judy, Shel-
ley, Leslie, Terry and Cindy. On this day, we 
mourn his passing, but also celebrate his life. 

Born in Fresno on March 1, 1925, Mr. 
Wathen attended Roosevelt High School. 
Upon graduation he joined the military and 
served as a Navy pilot in World War II. After 
the war, Mr. Wathen returned to California 
where he continued his education at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley and received a 
Bachelor of Science in civil engineering. Mr. 
Wathen was a member of the Chi Epsilon and 
Tau Beta Pi Engineering Scholastic Frater-
nities and graduated at the top of his class. 

Upon returning to Fresno, Mr. Wathen re-
ceived his contractor and real estate broker li-
censes. His life is a fitting example of the 
motto: ‘‘Hard work pays off.’’ Mr. Wathen was 
Chief Executive Officer of Wathen Brothers, 
Headliner Homes and Mansionette Homes. 
His businesses are well known and respected 
for their committed effort to combine fine work-
manship with affordable housing. 

Mr. Wathen’s business endeavors and civic 
mindedness brought him into contact with 
many community groups who recognized and 
applauded his efforts. He served as the Presi-
dent of the Builders Industry Association four 
times and was inducted into the West Coast 
Builders Association Hall of Fame in 1996. Mr. 
Wathen was also one of a select number of 
builders who were granted the Oscar Spano 
Award for Lifetime Achievement. 

Within the community, Mr. Wathen will be 
remembered as a true visionary and a strong 
employer of local citizens. While Mr. Wathen 
had a keen eye for business ventures, he was 
also a community advocate who dedicated 
himself to giving back to the community that 
had allowed him to succeed. His numerous 
donations include the Fresno State University 
Tennis Center, the 33 acres of land upon 
which St. Agnes Medical Center was built, and 
the 10-acre site for the new Holy Spirit Catho-
lic Church. Mr. Wathen was also a founding 
member of the Board of Directors for the Bank 
of Fresno. 

The passing of Spalding Wathen has left a 
community in mourning. We have lost a pas-
sionate businessperson, a true leader and a 
committed advocate. His memory will live on, 
however, in the many lives he touched along 
the way. 

PUBLIC SAFETY TAX CUT ACT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to in-
troduce the Public Safety Tax Cut Act. This 
legislation will achieve two important public 
policy goals. First, it will effectively overturn a 
ruling of the Internal Revenue Service which 
has declared as taxable income the waiving of 
fees by local governments who provide serv-
ice for public safety volunteers. 

Many local governments use volunteer fire-
fighters and auxiliary police either in place of, 
or as a supplement to, their public safety pro-
fessionals. Often as an incentive to would-be 
volunteers, the local entities might waive all or 
a portion of the fees typically charged for city 
services such as the provision of drinking 
water, sewerage charges, or debris pick up. 
Local entities make these decisions for the 
purpose of encouraging folks to volunteer, and 
seldom do these benefits come anywhere 
near the level of a true compensation for the 
many hours of training and service required of 
the volunteers. This, of course, not even to 
mention the fact that these volunteers could 
very possibly be called into a situation where 
they may have to put their lives on the line. 

Rather than encouraging this type of vol-
unteerism, which is so crucial, particularly to 
America’s rural communities, the IRS has de-
cided that the provision of the benefits de-
scribed above amount to taxable income. Not 
only does this adversely affect the financial 
position of the volunteer by foisting new taxes 
about him or her, it has in fact led local enti-
ties to stop providing these benefits, thus tak-
ing away a key tool they have used to recruit 
volunteers. That is why the IRS ruling in this 
instance has a substantial deleterious impact 
on the spirit of American volunteerism. How 
far could this go? For example, would con-
sistent application mean that a local Salvation 
Army volunteer be taxed for the value of a 
complimentary ticket to that organization’s an-
nual county dinner? This is obviously bad pol-
icy. 

This legislation would rectify this situation by 
specifically exempting these types of benefits 
from federal taxation. 

Next, this legislation would also provide paid 
professional police and fire officers with a 
$1,000 per year tax credit. These professional 
public safety officers put their lives on the line 
each and every day, and I think we all agree 
that there is no way to properly compensate 
them for the fabulous services they provide. In 
America we have a tradition of local law en-
forcement and public safety provision. So, 
while it is not the role of our federal govern-
ment to increase the salaries of these, it cer-
tainly is within our authority to increase their 
take-home pay by reducing the amount of 
money that we take from their pockets via fed-
eral taxation, and that is something this bill 
specifically does as well. 

President George Bush has called on Amer-
icans to volunteer their time and energy to en-
hancing public safety. Shouldn’t Congress do 
its part by reducing taxes that discourage pub-
lic safety volunteerism? Shouldn’t Congress 
also show its appreciation to police officers 
and firefighters by reducing their taxes? I be-
lieve the answer to both of these questions is 
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