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night school and then City College and jun-
ior college and finally the community col-
lege, as we know it today.

And although at one time the classes at
one of these local colleges was considered
less prestigious than at the four year col-
leges, that is no longer true today. In re-
sponse to a growing need, as community col-
leges’ facilities and curricula expanded, so
did their reputations. Today, while commu-
nity colleges continue to serve those who,
because of families and jobs, need to stay
close to home, they also serve those who rec-
ognize that many community colleges pro-
vide specialized programs that rival those
available at four-year universities.

I hope that everyone of you as you go for-
ward will also look back and remember that
you are carrying the torch for all those edu-
cators and students whose commitment and
vision made today’s community college a re-
ality. And I hope you will tell all of your
friends and families and neighbors that the
first step toward realizing the American
dream begins with an education, and that a
first-class, top-notch education is accessible
in their backyards, right here at Ann Arun-
del Community College. I hope that you will
never take for granted the history of free-
dom and opportunity that mad it possible for
you to take that step. And I hope, as you go
forward, that you will never miss the oppor-
tunity to say, with great pride, as I say to-
night, I am a graduate of Ann Arundel Com-
munity College.”’

———

TRIBUTE TO MONUMENTAL BAP-
TIST CHURCH—105TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 9, 2005

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | ask colleagues
here in the House of Representatives to join
me as | rise to acknowledge the Monumental
Baptist Church of Jersey City, New Jersey as
it celebrates its 105th anniversary. Established
in 1900, Monumental was incorporated in
1904 and has been serving the needs of its
congregation and the community continuously.

Throughout the illustrious history of Monu-
mental Baptist Church, effective leadership
has been at the core of all the accomplish-
ments the church has had. Beginning with
Pastor William Edwards and continuing with
Pastors Garlick, Smith, Fitzgerald, Webb, Ash-
ley and the current pastor, Reverend Joseph
L. Jones, Sr., Monumental has made many
enhancements over the years. In addition to
its leadership, the success of all of
Monumental’s initiatives can be attributed to
the faith, hope, commitment and prayers of
the loving membership that fill the pews of this
landmark facility. In fact, Monumental Baptist
Church is blessed to have 55 members who
have fifty or more years of continuous mem-
bership. Clearly, that statistic is representative
of the marvelous activities taking place at the
church.

Recently, Monumental Baptist Church was
officially approved as a 501(c)(3) religious or-
ganization. The church’s finances have im-
proved over the years enabling the on-going
renovations and upgrades to church owned
properties.

Mr. Speaker, | know my colleagues agree
that Monumental Baptist Church and the sur-
rounding community have every right to be
pleased with the lasting contributions that the
church has made to the residents of Jersey
City. | am pleased to congratulate Monumental
Baptist Church on its 105th anniversary.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO REV. DR.
NELSON “FUZZY” THOMPSON

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 9, 2005

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Reverend Doctor Nelson
“Fuzzy” Thompson, a minister, humanitarian
and a political activist whose legacy continues
to enrich the lives of all Kansas Citians. After
14 years of service, on June 5, 2005, Rev.
Thompson retired from his pastoral helm at
Mason Memorial United Methodist Church,
which is the cause of recognition and celebra-
tion of the dedication that he exudes in all as-
pects of service to the Kansas City commu-
nity.

Rev. Thompson’s reputation as a commu-
nity leader extends beyond the local or na-
tional level, but is inclusive of the international
community. He was one of 22 U.S. ministers
that traveled to South Africa on a fact finding
educational exchange, at the request of
Bishop Desmond Tutu, Nelson Mandela, and
the South African Council of Churches.
“Fuzzy,” as he is affectionately known, was
one of three U.S. ministers to conduct Easter
services for U.S. hostages held in Tehran, Iran
in 1980. He was also one of 17 U.S. ministers
and activists who served as official observers
for the first election ever held in South Africa
that allowed the right to vote to all races. He
said it was a humbling experience seeing peo-
ple lining up the night before and standing in
line for blocks in order to exercise their right
to vote for the first time.

Since 1984, Rev. Thompson has been a
delegate to the Democratic National Conven-
tion. He served as Regional Coordinator of
Rev. Jesse Jackson’s 1984 Presidential cam-
paign and as the Missouri State Coordinator of
the Jackson Campaign in 1988. “Fuzzy” is
currently President of the Kansas City Chapter
of the Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference.

He has served on the boards of Freedom
Incorporated as Chairman of the Nominating
Committee, Black Adoption Program and
Services, Human Rights Commission of Kan-
sas City, Missouri, and Northwest Political
Faction. He has been involved in helping to
solve the problems of young adults, especially
in the areas of education and unemployment.
He held the position of Executive Director of
the Martin Luther King Urban Center for 30
years.

Rev. Thompson graduated from Lincoln Uni-
versity in Jefferson City, Missouri with a Bach-
elor of Science in Education, and received a
Master of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry at St.
Paul School of Theology. He has been mar-
ried 39 years to Cheryl (Love) Thompson. His
mother, Marvia Thompson, was a founding
member of the St. James United Methodist
which | pastor. In 2003, we joined Rev.
Thompson to celebrate and mourn her death
and life. He baptized my youngest son, Evan,
and he has been a friend and a confidant to
me for more than 30 years.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in expressing
our heartfelt gratitude to the Rev. Nelson
“Fuzzy” Thompson for his relentless efforts in
extending service not only within the areas
surrounding Kansas City, Missouri and the
United States, but for his contributions to the
global community. | urge my colleagues to
please join me in congratulating “Fuzzy” on
his retirement as Pastor of Mason Memorial
United Methodist Church, for we know that he
has not retired from the ministry nor from the
gommunity, because God’s work is never

one.
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RECOGNIZING JOHN NEARY UPON
HIS RETIREMENT

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 9, 2005

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | would like to take this opportunity
to recognize the tremendous career of Mr.
John Neary, an educator and friend who will
be formally honored on June 10, 2005, at his
retirement celebration in Concord, California.

Mr. Neary has over thirty-three years experi-
ence as an educator for California’s youth, in-
cluding twenty-six years with the Mt. Diablo
Unified School District. His remarkable com-
mitment to the educational system began in
1972 as a classroom teacher and athletic
coach. Since then he has served as teacher,
coach, athletic director, vice principal and prin-
cipal. In all of these roles he delivered high-
quality education and maintained a strong
commitment to his students. Mr. Neary works
with incredible heart and has consistently
placed “the student first” in all his endeavors.
He routinely showcased his commitment by at-
tending every school event from drama to
water polo.

For the past seven years Mr. Neary has
served as principal of Clayton Valley High
School. The students and faculty have been
fortunate to have him at the helm and will
surely miss his presence. Mr. Neary has in-
vested all that he has to give and is well loved
and appreciated as a result of his dedication.

| congratulate Mr. Neary for his hard work
and dedication to the students, faculty and
community. | am pleased to join with Mt. Dia-
blo Unified School District and Clayton Valley
High School in recognizing his outstanding
commitment toward education and send my
best wishes for a happy and healthy retire-
ment.

——————

NATIONAL HUNGER AWARENESS
DAY

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 9, 2005

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate National Hunger
Awareness Day and to honor the Arlington
Food Assistance Center, which is located in
my congressional district.

National Hunger Awareness Day was estab-
lished to help inform individuals, communities,
corporations and policy makers that hunger is
a severe domestic issue and deserves our
critical attention.

The Arlington Food Assistance Center’s sole
mission is to feed the hungry. This important
action allows their clients to make other nec-
essary purchases, such as paying for rent and
utilities, without having to sacrifice their health
and nutritional needs.

Despite the fact that Arlington County is one
of the wealthiest areas in the country, plenty
of local residents do not have enough to eat.
The Arlington Food Assistance Center, AFAC,
seeks to remedy this problem by distributing
bread, vegetables, meat, milk, eggs and other
food items to those in Arlington who are in
need. The Arlington Food Assistance Center
currently distributes approximately 1100 bags
of groceries each week to over 900 clients,
nearly half of whom are children. Each week,
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families with one to three members receive
one bag of food and families of four members
or more receive two bags of food—amounts
that are expected to supplement a week’s
meals.

AFAC obtains surplus food at a minimal
cost from the Capital Area Community Food
Bank and at no cost from local bakeries, su-
permarkets, farmer's markets, food drives and
private donors.

| would like to commend the staff and volun-
teers of the Arlington Food Assistance Center
who work hard to provide needy families in Ar-
lington with groceries each week.

———

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION
COMMENDING W. MARK FELT

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 9, 2005

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
introduce a Resolution commending W. Mark
Felt for his extraordinary service to the country
in exposing the “Watergate” scandal. Good
faith whistle blowers like Mr. Felt represent
high ideals of public service and the American
tradition of challenging abuses of power. They
also provide the diversity of views and infor-
mation necessary for the checks and balances
in a democracy.

As the world now knows, Mr. Felt, the then
Deputy Director of the FBI, disclosed that he
was the confidential source known as “Deep
Throat,” that assisted Bob Woodward and Carl
Bernstein in their investigation of the Water-
gate scandal, which eventually led the House
to the verge of impeachment and the ultimate
resignation of President Nixon.

Quite frequently, it is courageous whistle
blowers such as Mr. Felt who are responsible
for disclosing corruption in our government.
We have no doubt that absent Mr. Felt’s in-
volvement, we would never have learned
about the illegalities and obstruction of justice
at the highest levels of our government, up to
and including President Nixon.

This Resolution recognizes that Mr. Felt was
not only a courageous public servant, willing
to risk his career to expose wrongdoing, but a
model agent and administrator as well. | there-
fore believe it is altogether fitting and proper
that Mr. Felt’s service be commemorated and
honored by the Congress.

——

TRIBUTE TO GEORGETOWN
COUNTY

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 9, 2005

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and commend Georgetown County,
South Carolina, and its efforts to make
healthcare services accessible to its rural pop-
ulation.

Several years ago, Georgetown County con-
ceived the idea of turning a former school-
house—purchased for just one dollar—into an
affordable and accessible healthcare facility
for residents who previously had to travel
more than a half-hour to reach needed
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wellness resources. This center is critical,
since more than 15 percent of citizens in the
area do not have transportation, 56 percent
live below 200 percent of the poverty level,
and the community is not served by public
transit.

| am extremely pleaded to announce the
completion of the Choppee Regional Resource
Center, a medical “One Stop Shop,” providing
the first step towards an integrated, holistic
healthcare delivery system for some of South
Carolina’s most underserved residents. Resi-
dents now have access to medical care, drug
and alcohol counseling, mental health serv-
ices, children’s and seniors’ services, and
adult education opportunities.

This center is important to me because it
brings together key players from across the
state to make a difference in the individual
lives of those who too often are not reached
by broader ,efforts. It is theseup.derserved
people who each of us is sent here to help in
any and every way we can.

Georgetown County continues to develop
the Choppee facilities and is now imple-
menting a second phase of the project: the
creation of a Family Wellness Center. To-
gether, these resources will provide com-
prehensive healthcare, vocational, and support
services to benefit the county’s rural residents.

Mr. Speaker, please join me as | commend
the Georgetown County Council, the Adminis-
trator, School District, an4 all those individuals
and groups who have been so personally in-
volved in making this center a reality. Without
your help, the citizens of Choppee would still
be forced to travel great distances, at great
expense and effort for the day-to-day services
they need to live healthy, productive lives.

———

TRIBUTE TO RABBI ROBERT S.
GOLDSTEIN

HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 9, 2005

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Rabbi Robert S. Goldstein. Rabbi Gold-
stein is a community leader, spiritual advisor,
and dear friend. For 15 years, Rabbi Goldstein
has led the congregation at Temple Emanuel
in Andover, Massachusetts.

Rabbi Robert Goldstein was born in Spring-
field, Massachusetts in 1953. He was raised in
a large ad compassionate family. His mother
taught in an inner-city elementary school, and
volunteers her free time at Jewish charities
and other groups serving the community. His
late father was deeply involved in the Jewish
Nursing Home of Western Massachusetts.

Since coming to Temple Emanuel in 1990,
Rabbi Goldstein has grown his congregation,
and endeavored to make Judaism more ac-
cessible to all who come to it with an open ear
and an open mind. He has led his flock to ex-
plore the meaning of the Jewish faith to find
purpose and spiritual enrichment. Under Rabbi
Goldstein’s leadership, Temple Emanuel has
expanded its membership to over 600 families
with more than 400 children in its religious
school.

In addition to his work at Temple Emanuel,
Rabbi Goldstein serves on the Board of the
Lawrence General Hospital, and he is a trust-
ee of the Edgewood Retirement Community.
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Rabbi Goldstein continues to foster dialogue
between Catholics and Jews at the Center for
the Study of Jewish/Christian Relations at
Merrimack College.

On June 17, 2005 Rabbi Goldstein’s con-
gregation, friends, neighbors and loved ones
will recognize him for the wisdom and com-
passion he has shown to all, and for dedi-
cating his life to sharing the virtues of the Jew-
ish faith and heritage.

The people of the Merrimack Valley, of all
faiths, are truly blessed to have Rabbi Gold-
stein as a friend, neighbor, counselor and spir-
itual leader.

———

CELEBRATING THE GRAND OPEN-
ING OF MID-MISSOURI ENERGY

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 9, 2005

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this opportunity to announce the grand open-
ing of Mid-Missouri Energy, Inc. Many Missou-
rians have worked hard to create this farmer-
owned ethanol production facility in Malta
Bend, Missouri. Ground was broken on the fa-
cility on October 4, 2003, and the facility was
opened for business on June 3, 2005.

From the time | was young, | was taught
that a farmers livelihood depends on two
things: the weather and the markets. With the
opening of Mid-Missouri Energy, farmers will
have an additional market for their corn and
will be able to get more bang for their agricul-
tural buck. Missouri farmers, especially those
who make the Fourth District home, will now
have a facility that allows them to capitalize on
the growing renewable fuel opportunities
across the nation. Ethanol production is not
only beneficial to the farmers of America, but
to the American public at large. Ethanol is a
renewable energy resource that, when utilized
most effectively, will reduce America’s de-
pendency on imported oil and decrease pollu-
tion.

The ethanol production facility in Malto Bend
will also benefit the rural economy. Farmers
will not only have an additional market for their
corn, but Mid-Missouri Energy will employ
rural citizens and will have a far reaching,
positive impact on the local economy. Mid-
Missouri Energy’s founding fathers, especially
Ryland Utlaut and Don Arth, deserve credit for
making Mid-Missouri Energy a reality.

As Mid-Missouri Energy opens and begins
to produce ethanol, | know that Members of
Congress will join me in honoring their out-
standing work.

TRIBUTE TO GEORGIA JONES
AYERS: COMMUNITY LEADER,
CIVIL RIGHTS CHAMPION AND
ROLE MODEL

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 9, 2005

Mr. MEEKof Florida. Mr. Speaker | rise in
tribute to Georgia Jones Ayers, a community
servant and civil rights pioneer who for dec-
ades has spent her days righting the wrongs
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