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deter gun violence and therefore re-
duces the chance that adolescents are 
exposed to such crimes. 

In addition, Congress can make it 
more difficult for potential criminals 
to gain access to dangerous firearms. 
Under current law, when an individual 
buys a handgun from a licensed dealer, 
there are federal requirements for a 
background check to insure that the 
purchaser is not prohibited by law from 
purchasing or possessing a firearm. 
However, this is not the case for all 
gun purchases. For example, when an 
individual wants to buy a handgun 
from another private citizen who is not 
a licensed gun dealer, there is no re-
quirement that the seller ensure the 
purchaser is not in a prohibited cat-
egory. This creates a loophole in the 
law, making it easy for criminals, ter-
rorists, and other prohibited buyers to 
evade background checks and buy guns 
from private citizens often at organized 
gun shows. This loophole creates a 
gateway to the illegal market because 
criminals know they will not be sub-
ject to a background check when pur-
chasing from another private citizen 
even at a gun show. It is important 
that Congress close this ‘‘gun show 
loophole’’ to help stop the flow of dan-
gerous firearms to prohibited buyers 
who may use them in violent crimes. 

Much more can be done to break the 
cycle of gun violence that plagues 
many of our communities. I urge my 
colleagues to take up and pass common 
sense legislation that will help to 
achieve this goal. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SGT RUSSELL J. 
VERDUGO 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 
today I rise in honor of a fallen soldier 
who has paid the highest price in de-
fense our freedom, SSG Russell J. 
Verdugo of the 767th Ordnance Com-
pany died on the 23rd of May, 2005 in 
Baghdad, Iraq when an improvised ex-
plosive device detonated as he was re-
sponding to a call to dismantle the 
bomb. I would like to take this mo-
ment to salute his patriotism and his 
sacrifice. 

Russell Verdugo deserves the highest 
gratitude of this body and the entire 
Nation. His sacrifice reminds us that 
freedom is so precious because of its in-
credibly high cost. My prayers go out 
to his mother, Susan Stanley, and his 
wife, Kari, who grieve the loss of a son 
and a husband and to all of the family, 
friends, and neighbors who are touched 
by his passing. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in remembering Sergeant 
Verdugo. The love of country and the 
dedication to service shared by many 
of it citizens is the great strength of 
our Nation, and we can all be very 
proud of patriots such as Russell 
Verdugo. 

f 

NOMINATION OF ALICE S. FISHER 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
have notified Senate leadership of my 

intent to object to any unanimous con-
sent request relating to the nomina-
tion of Alice S. Fisher to the position 
of Assistant Attorney General. This ac-
tion has nothing to do with Ms. Fisher 
or her qualifications for the position to 
which she has been nominated. I have 
taken this action because there are a 
number of outstanding issues regarding 
the activities and operation of the Jus-
tice Department that should be re-
solved before considering this nomina-
tion. I am hopeful that, with the co-
operation of the Justice Department, 
these issues can be resolved shortly. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
PAUL SINDERS 

∑ Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I rise 
today to inform my colleagues of the 
retirement of a fixture of Clay city 
schools for the past 41 years and faith-
ful friend, Mr. Paul Sinders. 

Paul Sinders began his career as an 
educator in the fall of 1964 at the Clay 
City Elementary School. He taught 
fifth grade and moved to Clay City Jr./ 
Sr. High School the following year. 
This marked the beginning of a re-
markable career in which Paul served 
the Clay community school system in 
countless capacities. He taught 
science, math, and health to the junior 
high students before moving on to in-
struct health, physical education, and 
driver education classes in the high 
school. Additionally, he took time to 
coach the boys freshman and junior 
varsity basketball teams, and rep-
resented the school as athletic director 
and guidance director. In 1977, Paul 
took the reigns as principal of Clay 
City Jr./Sr. High School. 

For the past 28 years Paul has 
worked extremely long hours over-
seeing the operations of Clay City High 
School. In 1992, he was selected as the 
Principal of the Year in the IASP Dis-
trict 8. In addition, he served as presi-
dent of the Indiana Association of 
School Principals of District 8 in 1994– 
1995. Currently, Paul is on the board of 
directors for the Clay County Commu-
nity Foundation and the Wabash Val-
ley Youth for Christ. He is on the advi-
sory board for the Clay City Center for 
Family Medicine and is a Support 
Committee Member for the Clay City 
Area Youth for Christ. He is a member 
of the Indiana Association of School 
Principals and Phi Delta Kappa. 

Throughout his illustrious career, 
Paul has been blessed with the con-
sistent support of his wife, Shari, and 
his children: Annette Ream, Chip 
Sinders, Natalie Wolfe, Bethany 
Stoelting, and Justin Sinders. I join his 
family, friends, and colleagues now in 
adding my blessing as he embarks on 
this new chapter in his life. 

COMMENDING CHIEF JUDGE JOHN 
W. BISSELL, U.S. DISTRICT 
COURT, DISTRICT OF NEW JER-
SEY 

∑ Mr. CORZINE. Mr. President, I ex-
press my sincere appreciation to Chief 
Judge John W. Bissell for his more 
than 20 years of outstanding service as 
a Federal District Court Judge in New 
Jersey. He is a truly distinguished ju-
rist who represents the best of the New 
Jersey legal community. Judge Bissell 
has a depth of experience and a knowl-
edge of both civil and criminal law that 
few can rival. He also has a keen legal 
mind and a compassionate under-
standing of people. Judge Bissell ap-
proaches each and every case before 
him with thoughtfulness and care. In-
deed, he has excelled because of his 
deep appreciation that every case, no 
matter how small, matters greatly to 
all those who appear before him. And I 
believe that it is this understanding 
that has made Judge Bissell an out-
standing Federal District Court Judge. 

On behalf of the people of New Jer-
sey, I express my sincere gratitude to 
Judge Bissell for his many years of dis-
tinguished service.∑ 

f 

MOCK ELECTION BUT REAL 
RESULTS 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, as we 
wind down from a Presidential election 
year and gear up for yet another cycle 
of congressional elections, it seems ap-
propriate to take a moment and con-
sider how important an educated elec-
torate is to this country. It is the bed-
rock upon which our Founding Fathers 
built a fledgling government, creating 
a Constitution that functions with pro-
tean efficiency—inextricably bound to 
the necessity of knowledgeable and 
civic-minded citizens. I am proud to 
make public mention of the Moscow, 
ID, chapter of the League of Women 
Voters, which has won an award from 
the League of Women Voters of the 
United States for its efforts to educate 
future voters in north Idaho. 

The League of Women Voters pro-
motes a mock election program 
through its State and local chapters 
across the Nation. The Moscow chapter 
conducted what can only be described 
as a phenomenal month-long series of 
events and outreach that culminated in 
late October in the most successful 
‘‘mock election’’ in Idaho and one of 
the top in the Nation. They were able 
to register and have almost 2900 first 
through twelfth-graders in the Moscow 
area vote. And I am relieved to add 
that I was reelected by these young 
people. 

The chapter worked to bring together 
local, county, and State officials, 
teachers, parents, and volunteers to 
provide these students with a com-
prehensive and highly educational elec-
tion experience. The students were 
given issues ballots, information about 
the candidates, Web site curriculum, 
sample ballots and had to abide by all 
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