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technically requires the enforcement of
all labor laws, and as a penalty for fail-
ing to enforce its labor laws, a CAFTA
country must pay a fine to improve the
labor conditions. However, the agree-
ment contains no guarantee that the
fine will be used for that purpose. In
fact, as a party to the CAFTA agree-
ment, the U.S. has the ability to with-
draw trade benefits only based on
whether that fine is paid, not on how
that money is used.

This provision violates the spirit of
the fast track negotiating authority
under which Congress will consider
CAFTA. Under fast track, all parts of
an agreement must be subject to equal
remedies. Yet under CAFTA, the pen-
alties for labor violations are much
weaker than those involved in commer-
cial disputes, whether it be copyright
or some other commercial dispute.

Make no mistake about it, this
agreement is not in the interest of the
Central American worker or the Amer-
ican worker. This agreement would
just open the door for American multi-
national corporations or other coun-
tries’ multinational corporations to
shift their operations overseas for
cheap Central American labor. In the
interest of both American workers and
the Central American workers, I en-
courage my colleagues to join me, and
a majority of this House, in opposition
to DR-CAFTA.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear

hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
——
IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, a few
weeks ago, this Congress approved an
additional $82 billion for the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan. That is on top of
the other $220 billion that we had ap-
propriated, raising the total cost of
this war to more than $300 billion. If
that was not enough, this week we are
about to approve another $45 billion as
a bridge loan for the operations in Iraq,
bringing the cost up to $350 billion.
What have we gotten ourselves and
what have we accomplished in the last
2 plus years and after nearly now $350
billion of American taxpayer money?

We defeated Saddam Hussein’s re-
gime, but today we find ourselves
mired in an endless occupation with
the inability to find a way out of our
occupation of Iraq. In fact, the generals
there say we are years off from ever
being able to extricate ourselves from
Iraq. Operation Iraqi Freedom was a
war of choice. As President Kennedy
once said, “To govern is to choose.”
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One can only hope that the war in Iraq
was the right choice.

Every President in the middle of a
war has thought and laid out a vision
of America after that war, how to see
of all the sacrifices that America
made, how the benefits of the war
would come home. President Lincoln
thought of the land grant colleges and
the transcontinental railroad system
in the midst of a civil war. He saw a
way of building America when it be-
came clear we were going to win that
war. President Roosevelt, the GI bill
and universal health care; President
Truman, the minimum wage, universal
health care; President Eisenhower, on
the heels of the beginning days of the
Cold War as well as the closing days of
the Korean War, the Interstate High-
way System today. President Kennedy,
in the midst of Vietnam and the early
days of his administration of a cold
war, envisioned a man on the moon and
NASA, where America would dominate
space and all the benefits that would
come from that. President Johnson saw
health care as his vision, Medicare and
Medicaid.

While we are fighting in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, while Americans have lost
1,700 of their fellow citizens, over 10,000
who have been wounded and cost us
$350 billion of taxpayer-funded entities
and a taxpayer-funded war, what is our
vision? What has this President said?
How does he see America down that ho-
rizon, that point out there on the hori-
zon as you look forward? What are we
going to build? What vision do we lay
for the next generation for all the sac-
rifices Americans have made, not just
in blood and in treasure, but for our
sense of our country?

As I said, President Lincoln saw an
intercontinental railroad system. This
President wants to eliminate Amtrak.
President Eisenhower built highways.
The highway system we have today
was laid out by President Eisenhower.
President Bush is threatening to veto
the highway bill. President Kennedy
saw a man on the Moon. The President
has walked away from his vision of
putting a man on Mars. President Roo-
sevelt saw a GI bill for the troops to
come home. Just this last week we cut
or eliminated the opportunity for our
National Guard and reservists to get
health care.

Every President during the midst of
a war has had a vision of America after
that war that was bigger, grander and
worth all the sacrifice that said the
benefits of that war, America’s pres-
tige, would come home in material
benefits to America. That is why we
have an intercontinental highway sys-
tem. That is why we had a railroad sys-
tem. That is why we had the land grant
colleges. That is why we put a man on
the Moon. We saw a vision, every Presi-
dent that 1led this country both
through war and then through peace.

It is at this time that this President
needs to lay out a vision, and, let me
tell you, it needs to be larger than a
tax cut. That is not a vision. Somehow,
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do we have a universal broadband, so
America leads again technologically?
Would you see in the midst of a war a
President who submits a budget that
cuts the National Institutes of Health,
a President who eliminates from the
National Science Foundation $100 mil-
lion from its budget, yet we placed 16th
for the first time in computer sciences?
That is not a vision of America that
goes forward. That is a smaller, a re-
duced America, an America that does
not see itself in the grand scheme of
things.

When President Bush ran for the
nomination in 2000, he announced that
he was against nation-building. You
look sometimes at this budget, you
look at what he has done, and who
knew it was America he was talking
about when it came to nation-building?
It is time for this President to lay out
a vision that says, with all the sac-
rifices, his vision for America, what we
are going to do. We are going to build
in the science, we are going to build in
the medical field, we are going to pro-
vide universal health care. What is it?
It has got to be more than a veto of a
highway bill, and it has got to be more
than the elimination of 60 vocational
programs. It has got to be more than
walking away from landing a man on
Mars. It has got to be a vision that
says the sacrifice was worthy of this
country and its great commitment to
democracy around the world.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WATERS addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———————

CAFTA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SOLIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I also
rise to join my colleagues in opposition
to the Dominican Republic Central
American Free Trade Agreement,
known as CAFTA. The gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) and other Members
of Congress will shortly be speaking for
a special hour to take note of the nega-
tive effects that CAFTA will have not
only on the American public, but also
our relatives and friends that live in
Central America.

I have the distinction of being one of
the few Members of Congress with fam-
ily that lives in Central America. I
have seen firsthand for myself the con-
ditions that people are currently living
in there right now, in a small country
known as Nicaragua where the poverty
levels are just outrageous. There is no
relief that will come through CAFTA,
in my opinion.

As I see it right now, what we have
learned from the NAFTA trade agree-
ment that was passed some 10 years
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