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Historically, West Virginia’s mag-
nificent landscape has nurtured and in-
spired her inhabitants, endowing will-
ing adventurers the freedom to explore,
experience, and utilize her natural
wonders. Native Americans came to
West Virginia over 9,000 years ago and
established the State’s first permanent
settlement in present-day St. Albans.
Their ancient artifacts and impressive
monuments, such as the Grave Creek
Burial Mound, in Moundsville, serve as
lasting tributes to the land’s eternal
contributions to mankind.

Today, the people of West Virginia
remain free to explore and enjoy the
State’s unspoiled, majestic terrain.
Mountainous views extend for miles in
every direction, and blend seamlessly
with glades of rhododendron and deep
river valleys.

Hundreds of thousands of acres of for-
ests, such as the Monongahela National
Forest, blanket our State with lush
plant life. West Virginia has over 50
State and national parks that protect
our natural habitat and provide recre-
ation to millions of visitors each year.
Nearly 20 different species of endan-
gered or threatened animals, including
the bald eagle, have found refuge with-
in our ecosystem.

Pocahontas County’s pristine rivers
and streams provide some of the best
trout fishing in the State, and offer
those who visit countless opportunities
to escape into the serenity of the Appa-
lachian Mountains. The county is
known as the ‘‘Birthplace of Rivers”
because 8 different rivers have head-
waters there, with their only source of
water being the fresh mountain rain.

In addition to the freedoms provided
by West Virginia’s natural environ-
ment, the citizens of West Virginia
have fostered a social climate of ac-
ceptance, where all are free to express
their thoughts and beliefs and take ad-
vantage of the benefits of a good edu-
cation.

Booker T. Washington, following
President Abraham Lincoln’s emanci-
pation proclamation, sought refuge in
West Virginia and was raised in a small
mining town called Malden. It was
there that he was encouraged to follow
his dream of education, and there that
he developed the skills to become one
of our country’s foremost educators
and leaders.

Another location, the Sumner School
in Parkersburg, became the Nation’s
first free school for African-American
children below the Mason-Dixon. It was
operated until school segregation
ended in 1954 and currently houses the
Sumnerite African-American History
Museum.

In addition to these advances to free-
dom and education made within our
home State, West Virginians have con-
sistently and overwhelmingly devoted
their lives to protect the ideals on
which this Nation was founded—Iliberty
and equality.

Five hundred thousand West Vir-
ginians, since the time of the Civil
War, have fought to protect our coun-
try in battles and conflicts all over the
world. There are currently 200,000 vet-
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erans in West Virginia, giving my
State the highest per capita ratio of
veterans in the Nation.

Such an impeccable record of devo-
tion to freedom is not surprising from
a State with origins like West Virginia.
It was born out of the Civil War in 1863
and became the ultimate manifestation
of a State’s loyalty to our young coun-
try.

For 142 years West Virginians have
been selfless in our love for this Na-
tion, and our contributions to this
country are best reflected in President
Abraham Lincoln’s own words. As our
great President Lincoln said:

We can scarcely dispense with the aid of
West Virginia in this struggle . . . Her brave
and good men regard her admission into the
Union as a matter of life and death. They
have been true to the Union under very se-
vere trials.

The meaning of these words, and the
contributions of my State in the devel-
opment of this country’s freedom, con-
tinue to hold immense importance with
West Virginians today. I am proud to
be a West Virginian. So, today, as we
celebrate West Virginia’s 142nd birth-
day, we remember our history, cele-
brate our present, and look with hope
toward the future of our truly wonder-
ful State.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF FORBES,
NORTH DAKOTA

e Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I
salute the North Dakota community of
Forbes as it celebrates its centennial
this July 2-4. Its 100th anniversary is a
testament to the resilience and dedica-
tion of the 64 residents who call this
North Dakota town home.

Located in Dickey County a few
miles east of the Coteau Hills and on
the North Dakota border with South
Dakota, Forbes is a town rich in North
Dakota history even though it is the
youngest town in the county. It boasts
the Schulstad Stone House Museum, a
stone house built in 1907 and furnished
to that time period, and the Shimmin
Tveit Museum, which has displays of
historical artifacts from American In-
dians and early settlers. From railroad
agent and town merchant, S.F. Forbes,
for whom the town bears its name, to
current mayor, Troy Anliker, this
town has been a home on the prairie
for several generations of farmers,
ranchers, and business people.

The southern Dickey County area
where Forbes is located boasts a diver-
sified agricultural economy. The area
has farmers who plant and harvest
wheat, barley, corn, sunflowers, and
soybeans, along with ranchers who
manage several prominent cattle oper-
ations. Like most of rural North Da-
kota, the area has a rich heritage in
farming and ranching.

As a part of the community’s cele-
bration, organizers have planned to
honor Forbes’ centennial with food, a
pickup pull, a demolition derby, danc-
ing, beard and dress judging, crafts,
team penning, fireworks, a beer garden,
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a pancake breakfast, and plenty of
games for kids.

Again, I salute the current and past
residents of Forbes as they celebrate
this momentous occasion, and urge my
colleagues to congratulate Forbes and
its residents on their first 100 years and
wish them well through the next cen-
tury.e

———

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF NEKOMA,
NORTH DAKOTA

e Mr. CONRAD. Mr President, today I
wish to honor a community in North
Dakota that is celebrating its 100th an-
niversary. On July 9 and 10, the resi-
dents of Nekoma, ND, will celebrate
their community’s history and found-
ing.

Nekoma is a small town in the north-
eastern part of North Dakota with a
population of 51. Despite its small size,
Nekoma holds an important place in
North Dakota’s history. Charles B. Bil-
lings was the postmaster of the town’s
first post office, which opened in 1898.
The town was nearly named Polar, but
it changed after the Soo Line Railroad
townsite was plotted in 1905. The name
Nekoma was selected by the Postal De-
partment from a list of names sub-
mitted by the first appointed post-
master, Orzo B. Aldrich.

Nekoma is the site for America’s
only Safeguard ABM and Missile Site
Radar military installations. Nick-
named the ‘‘prairie pyramid,’”’ the inac-
tive installation site is just northeast
of the town. The SALT treaty between
the United States and the former So-
viet Union, stated that only two safe-
guard sites were allowed—one of which
was the site in Nekoma, ND, and the
other in Washington, DC.

Mr. President, I ask the Senate to
join me in congratulating Nekoma, ND,
and its residents on their first 100 years
and in wishing them well through the
next century. By honoring Nekoma and
all the other historic small towns of
North Dakota, we keep the pioneering
frontier spirit alive for future genera-
tions. It is places such as Nekoma that
have helped to shape this country into
what it is today, which is why Nekoma
is deserving of our recognition.

Nekoma has a proud past and a
bright future.®

———————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF
GARRISON, NORTH DAKOTA

e Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize a community in
North Dakota that will be celebrating
its 100th anniversary. On June 30-July
3, the residents of Garrison will gather
to celebrate their community’s history
and founding.

Garrison is a vibrant community in
west-central North Dakota, along the
edge of beautiful Lake Sakakawea.
Garrison holds an important place in
North Dakota’s history. Founded by
two brothers, Cecil and Theodore Tay-
lor in 1903, Garrison, like most small
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towns in North Dakota, got its start
when the railroad stretched through-
out the State. The post office was es-
tablished in June 17, 1903, and Garrison
was organized into a city on March 20,
1916. In its early years, Garrison was
known as a town ‘bustin’ at the
seams’ with gun carrying rascals.

Today, Garrison is a magnet for
sports fisherman who venture to tap
into the abundance of walleye preva-
lent in Lake Sakakawea. Garrison is
the host for the North Dakota’s Gov-
ernor’s Cup Walleye Tournament that
attracts hundreds of serious sports en-
thusiasts from across the country.

For those who call Garrison home, it
is a comfortable place to live, work,
and play. It is certainly true, as its
residents say, that it is ‘‘a town worth
knowing from the start.”” The people of
Garrison are enthusiastic about their
community and the quality of life it of-
fers. The community has a wonderful
centennial weekend planned that in-
cludes an all school reunion, parade,
pitch fork fondue, street dance, fire-
works, games, and much more.

Mr. President, I ask the Senate to
join me in congratulating Garrison,
ND, and its residents on their first 100
years and in wishing them well
through the next century. By honoring
Garrison and all the other historic
small towns of North Dakota, we keep
the great pioneering frontier spirit
alive for future generations. It is places
such as Garrison that have helped to
shape this country into what it is
today, which is why this fine commu-
nity is deserving of our recognition.

Garrison has a proud past and a
bright future.e

—————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF ALSEN,
NORTH DAKOTA

e Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor a community in North
Dakota that is celebrating its 100th an-
niversary. On July 2, 2005, the residents
of Alsen, ND, will celebrate their com-
munity’s history and founding.

Alsen is a small town in the north-
eastern part of North Dakota with a
population of 68. Despite its size, Alsen
holds an important place in North Da-
kota’s history. In August 1905, this Soo
Line Railroad townsite was founded.
Originally named Storlie when it was
established on April 6, 1899, the town-
ship was named after Halvor Storlie,
who was the county clerk and post-
master. On August 31, 1905, officials of
the Tri-State Land Co. plotted a town
site in another area of Storlie Town-
ship, and named it Alsen for the local
settlers, who had come from Alsen Is-
land off of the coast of Denmark. The
village of Alsen was incorporated in
1920 and reached its peak population of
358 in 1930.

Alsen’s citizens are very proud of the
Alsen Farmers’ Elevator, the Swiss
Mennonite Church, and the Alsen Post
Office.

Mr. President, I ask the Senate to
join me in congratulating Alsen, ND,
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and its residents on their first 100 years
and in wishing them well through the
next century. By honoring Alsen and
all the other historic small towns of
North Dakota, we keep the great tradi-
tion of the pioneering frontier spirit
alive for future generations. It is places
such as Alsen that have helped to
shape this country into what it is
today, which is why Alsen is deserving
of our recognition.

Alsen has a proud past and a bright
future.o

HIGHLAND HIGH SCHOOL WE THE
PEOPLE COMPETITION

e Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, it is
with great pleasure that I rise before
you today to commend the hard work
and dedicated spirit of the students
from Highland High School in Albu-
querque, NM. These fine students com-
peted in the National Finals of the We
the People: The Citizens and the Con-
stitution contest in Washington DC,
from April 30-May 2, 2005 against more
than 1,200 students from across the
United States.

The We the People competition is a
national tournament designed to forge
a strong understanding of the U.S. gov-
ernment in the minds and hearts of our
future leaders. Students compete to
demonstrate their knowledge, not sim-
ply of how the government works, but
of why it works, and how it is best able
to provide for the protection of its peo-
ple and their natural liberties.

Programs such as this help to ignite
the noble flame of civic duty and demo-
cratic spirit in the souls of our young
people, and it is with great pride that
I wish to commend the students of
Highland High School for their placing
in the top 10 of the Nation and received
an honorable mention. These fine stu-
dents and their teachers have dem-
onstrated to everyone that the spirit of
our founding fathers is alive and well
today.

I would like to congratulate Chad
Adcox, Joseph Baca, Sarah Bellacicco,
Hannah Doran, Katye Ellison, David
Estrada, Stephen Ford, Elizabeth Jack-
son, Mia Kimmelman, Paul Kruchoski,
Graceila Lopez, Joshua McComas,
Samuel Montoya, Samantha Morris,
Ngoc-Giao Nguyen, Maria Osornio,
Martha Ramirez, Leon Richter-Freund,
Julie Russell, Benjamin Trent and
teachers Steve Seth and Bob Coffee.

May Albuquerque, and New Mexico as
a whole, continue to produce such fine
examples for the youth of America, and
may they use the knowledge and expe-
rience they gained with this program
to help lead us all into the next genera-
tion of American freedom, prosperity,
and honor.e

HONORING THE COMMUNITY OF
ARLINGTON, SOUTH DAKOTA
e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor and publicly recognize
the 125th anniversary of the founding
of the city of Arlington, SD. On July
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29, 2005, citizens of Arlington will cele-
brate their city’s proud past and look
forward to a promising future.

Located near the eastern border of
South Dakota in Kingsbury County,
Arlington is only 35 miles from the
Minnesota line. Like many towns in
South Dakota, Arlington got its start
with help from the railroad in 1880. In
fact, the town’s original name,
Nordlund, was given by the Dakota
Central Railroad, inspired by the large
number of Scandinavians who settled
in the area. In 1884, however, the West-
ern Town Lot Company objected and
the county commissioner renamed the
town Denver. That title was also short
lived, as one year later, in 1885, the
local post office insisted on again re-
naming the community. This time, the
Dakota Central Railroad chose Arling-
ton, and 120 years later, its name en-
dures.

Arlington’s spirited residents live in
the midst of some of South Dakota’s
most fertile farmland, as this rural
community is a dependable corn pro-
ducer. Additionally, Arlington’s 1,000
residents have come to count on The
Sun, founded in 1885, for quality and
accurate reporting on local events.

In the twelve and a half decades since
its founding, Arlington has proven its
ability to flourish and serve farmers
and ranchers throughout the region.
Arlington’s proud residents celebrate
its 126th anniversary on July 29, 2005,
and it is with great pleasure that I
share with my colleagues the achieve-
ments of this great community.e

————

HONORING THE TOWN OF WAUBAY,
SOUTH DAKOTA

e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today
I wish to publicly recognize the 125th
anniversary of the founding of the city
of Waubay, South Dakota. On July 2,
2005, Waubay citizens look back on
their city’s proud past and look for-
ward to a promising future.

Platted on November 16, 1880, the
community was first known as Station
#50 until later that year, when crew
members of the Milwaukee Railroad
Company named it Blue Lake. It was
not until 1885 that the town took on its
current name of Waubay, meaning
“Nesting place of the birds,” given by
the Sioux Indians. One hundred twenty
five years later, Waubay thrives as the
oldest city in Day County.

Waubay, like many South Dakota
towns and communities, got its start
with the help of the railroad. Although
the rail tracks that pass through the
town ran as far as Bristol and were
ready for travel in 1880, the first train
to ever pass through Waubay didn’t ar-
rive until May, 1881. A severe blizzard
hit the region in October of 1880, and
the snow and subsequent run-off in the
spring rendered the rail line impass-
able.

The town, which was incorporated as
a village in 1894 and as a city in 1920,
grew rapidly in its early years. Station
#50 began with only 50 residents, yet
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