
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1359 June 27, 2005 
believe the best arrangement for the care of 
young children is to have one parent at home. 
An ABC News poll last month showed that 77 
percent of parents agree that while it may be 
necessary for a mother to work and contribute 
to family income, it would be better if she 
could stay home to care for the house and 
children. 

In a parenting survey done for Warner 
Books, 87 percent of mothers said they would 
stay at home to raise their children if they 
could afford it. The Family and Work Institute 
reported that 70 percent of working parents 
feel they lack enough time with their children, 
and nearly two-thirds of all workers would re-
duce their work hours by an average 11 hours 
a week if they could. 

In addition, 62 percent of parents with pre-
schoolers want policymakers to concentrate 
on making it more affordable for a parent to 
stay at home during a child’s first few years 
than on improving the quality and affordability 
of day care. In fact, 53 percent of parents pre-
ferred direct tax cuts to stay-at-home-parents, 
while only 1 in 3, 33 percent, would cut costs 
for families using day care. Members of Con-
gress should trust in the judgement of parents, 
especially regarding the care of preschool chil-
dren. 

The Parents’ Tax Relief Act, which I am in-
troducing today with a dozen original cospon-
sors, contains seven major tax improvements 
to empower parents and strengthen families in 
America: 

First, this legislation extends the Dependent 
Care Tax Credit to parents who choose to be 
at home with their children. Established in 
1954, this credit allows families to claim up to 
35 percent of $3,000 in documented, non-pa-
rental child care costs, and 35 percent of 
$6,000 in day care expenses for two children. 
Families who make the financial sacrifice to 
have one parent stay at home for their chil-
dren should also benefit from this tax credit. 

Second, the Parents’ Tax Relief Act will 
make the $1,000 child tax credit permanent 
and index it to inflation to retain its long-term 
value. This tax relief is critical for Nebraska 
families with dependent children. 

Third, this legislation will double the per-
sonal income tax exemption to half of its origi-
nal 1948 value, from $3,100 to $5,000. From 
1948 to 1963 when this exemption was equiv-
alent to $10,000 in today’s inflation-adjusted 
dollars, America witnessed a ‘‘marriage 
boom,’’ a ‘‘baby boom,’’ and a decline in the 
divorce rate. There is evidence suggesting 
these outcomes were significantly advanced 
by federal tax policy to strengthen families. 
Doubling the personal income tax exemption 
provides critical support to families with chil-
dren, as well as elderly or disabled depend-
ents. 

Fourth, the Parents’ Tax Relief Act elimi-
nates the marriage tax penalty once and for 
all. This penalty discourages the sacred insti-
tution of marriage by unfairly taxing married 
couples filing jointly at a higher rate than two 
single individuals earning the same income. 
The 2001 tax cut law reduced this penalty by 
doubling the standard deduction for joint filers, 
and doubling the size of the 15 percent tax 
bracket for married couples. Unfortunately, 
these reforms will expire by 2010, along with 
the rest of the tax cuts enacted by Congress. 
The Parents’ Tax Relief Act will extend mar-
riage tax relief to all tax brackets to prevent 
the government from discouraging marriage or 
forcing both parents into the workforce. 

Fifth, this legislation will support parents 
who operate a home-based business in order 
to spend more time with their children. The bill 
establishes a standard home-office tax deduc-
tion to replace complicated IRS regulations 
that prevent many small business owners from 
deducting legitimate expenses. The Congres-
sional Budget Office estimates that nine. mil-
lion of the 17.3 million small businesses in the 
United States are homebased, and 55 percent 
are operated by women. Many home busi-
nesses are started to provide a secondary in-
come. 

Sixth, the Parents’ Tax Relief Act encour-
ages telecommuting for families with young 
children. It will create a Telecommuting Tax 
Credit allowing employers to deduct a portion 
of a telecommuting employee’s wages for in-
come tax purposes. It will also support Presi-
dent Bush’s budget request to allow individ-
uals to exclude from income the value of em-
ployer-provided computers and related equip-
ment necessary for work from home. Telecom-
muting is one way mothers or fathers can stay 
at home with their children while still contrib-
uting to family income. 

Finally, the Parents’ Tax Relief Act protects 
the Social Security benefits of women or men 
who choose to stay-at-home with preschool 
children. When a parent leaves the workforce 
to be at home with a child, the family’s fi-
nances may not only suffer, but career oppor-
tunities and future earnings potential may be 
diminished. Parents who stay at home to care 
for children during prime working years may 
also jeopardize their future Social Security 
benefits—especially in the unfortunate case of 
disability or divorce. 

The Parents’ Tax Relief Act addresses the 
realities stay-at-home parents face by allowing 
up to 10 years of flexible Social Security em-
ployment credits for parents who stay at home 
to raise children age six and under. Public pol-
icy should recognize and safeguard stay-at- 
home parenting as valuable work that contrib-
utes to the character and security of our Na-
tion. 

These seven tax improvements will em-
power parents and strengthen families. The 
Federal government must not tax parents out 
of their homes at the expense of children. I 
am pleased to note that Senator SAM 
BROWNBACK is introducing this legislation in 
the other Chamber. It is my hope this bill will 
address the needs of modem families who 
want to stay at home with their children with-
out decimating their family finances. 

I urge my colleagues to support families by 
cosponsoring the Parents’ Tax Relief Act 
today. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE REVEREND 
MONSIGNOR PETER M. POLANDO 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 27, 2005 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of The Reverend Monsignor 
Peter M. Polando, who celebrates the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of his ordination this year. 

Monsignor Polando was born in Youngs-
town, Ohio in 1954, and was ordained in 1980 
at Youngstown’s Cathedral of St. Columba. He 
has led a distinguished life, marked by numer-

ous degrees of higher education, an array of 
honors and awards, and a variety of career 
positions that have impacted many throughout 
Ohio. His impressive educational background 
includes a Bachelor of Arts degree from St. 
Gregory Seminary, Masters of Arts degrees 
from Mount St. Mary Seminary of the West, 
Notre Dame University, and Ursuline College, 
and a licentiate in Cannon Law from Catholic 
University of America. 

Monsignor Polando is a Chaplain of His Ho-
liness, a high honor that was bestowed upon 
him by Pope John Paul II in 1997. Bishop 
Tobin, former head of the Youngstown Dio-
cese, appointed him to the position of Adjutant 
Judicial Vicar of the Diocese of Youngstown in 
2003. Monsignor Polando has served as Su-
preme Chaplain, Vice President and National 
Chaplain for the First Catholic Slovak Union of 
the United States and Canada, and as a 
Chaplain and Pastor for various churches, par-
ishes, and organizations throughout Ohio. He 
has worked as an instructor at Walsh Univer-
sity, Ursuline College, and Cardinal Mooney 
High School, where he also served as prin-
cipal and a cross country and track coach. 

Monsignor Polando is also an active mem-
ber of many organizations and societies in-
cluding alumni associations, Knights of Colum-
bus, Youngstown Council of Catholic Nurses 
and several Catholic Slovak organizations, in-
cluding Slovak Catholic Sokol Wreaths 54 and 
108, First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association 
Branch 169, and Ladies Pennsylvania Slovak 
Catholic Union. 

Monsignor Polando has touched the lives of 
many with his dedication and faith, and I 
would like to honor and congratulate him on 
his twenty-fifth anniversary of his ordination. 
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A STATEMENT BY SECRETARY OF 
STATE CONDOLEEZZA RICE AT 
THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN 
CAIRO 

HON TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 27, 2005 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
inform my colleagues of the forthright, coura-
geous, and eloquent speech on democratiza-
tion that Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
delivered on June 20, 2005, to an audience at 
the American University in Cairo during her 
trip this week to Egypt. 

In Cairo, Secretary Rice acknowledged that 
democracies may vary somewhat from place 
to place, but she emphasized that there are 
certain ground-rules common to all democ-
racies: ‘‘the right to speak freely, the right to 
associate, the right to worship as you wish, 
the freedom to educate your children—boys 
and girls, and freedom from the midnight 
knock of the secret police’’ among others. 

Then she delivered powerful messages to 
both Middle Eastern authoritarian rulers and 
their citizens. To the rulers, Rice warned that 
‘‘the fear of free choices can no longer justify 
the denial of liberty. It is time to abandon the 
excuses that are made to avoid the hard work 
of democracy.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, to the citizens of the Middle 
East she offered hope: ‘‘Millions of people are 
demanding freedom for themselves and de-
mocracy for their countries. To these coura-
geous men and women, I say today: All free 
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nations will stand with you as you secure the 
blessings of your own liberty.’’ 

The Secretary commended President 
Mubarak’s reform of presidential elections in 
Egypt, but she made clear that Egypt’s imple-
mentation of the reform will be watched close-
ly. And she defined exactly what fair imple-
mentation means: ‘‘Opposition groups must be 
free to assemble, and to participate, and to 
speak to the media. Voting should occur with-
out violence or intimidation. And international 
election monitors and observers must have 
unrestricted access to do their jobs.’’ 

Moreover, she made clear that, even in the 
best circumstances, Egypt has a long way to 
go: ‘‘The day must come when the rule of law 
replaces emergency decrees—and when the 
independent judiciary replaces arbitrary jus-
tice.’’ 

Our Secretary of State has returned from 
the Middle East having re-affirmed American 
values and having made clear that our com-
mitment to freedom in the Middle East is un-
flinching. And she communicated her message 
with a generosity of spirit and an under-
standing of the difficulties of democracy-build-
ing—as when she acknowledged America’s 
painful history of slavery and discrimination— 
that made clear to her audience that the U.S. 
will be an empathetic partner along the path to 
freedom. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that Secretary Rice’s ad-
dress be placed in the RECORD, and I urge my 
colleagues to read and give attention to her 
thoughtful remarks. 
ADDRESS OF SECRETARY OF STATE 

CONDOLEEZZA RICE AT THE AMERICAN UNI-
VERSITY IN CAIRO 
Thank you very much, Dr. Hala Mustafa, 

for that really kind and warm introduction 
and your inspiring thoughts about democ-
racy here in the region. I am honored to be 
here in the great and ancient city of Cairo. 

The United States values our strategic re-
lationship and our strengthening economic 
ties with Egypt. And American presidents 
since Ronald Reagan have benefited from the 
wisdom and the counsel of President Muba-
rak, with whom I had the pleasure of meet-
ing earlier today. 

The people of America and Egypt have al-
ways desired to visit one another and to 
learn from one another. And the highest 
ideals of our partnership are embodied right 
here, in the American University of Cairo. 
This great center of learning has endured 
and thrived—from the days when our friend-
ship was somewhat rocky, to today, when 
the relationship is strong. And I am very 
grateful and honored to address you in the 
halls of this great center of learning. 

Throughout its history, Egypt has always 
led this region through its moments of great-
est decision. In the early 19th century, it was 
the reform-minded dynasty of Muhammad 
Ali that distinguished Egypt from the Otto-
man Empire and began to transform it into 
the region’s first modern nation. 

In the early 20th century, it was the for-
ward-looking Wafd Party that rose in the 
aftermath of the First World War and estab-
lished Cairo as the liberal heart of the ‘‘Arab 
Awakening.’’ And just three decades ago, it 
was Anwar Sadat who showed the way for-
ward for the entire Middle East—beginning 
difficult economic reforms and making peace 
with Israel. In these periods of historic deci-
sion, Egypt’s leadership was as visionary as 
it was essential for progress. And now in our 
own time, we are faced with equally momen-
tous choices—choices that will echo for gen-
erations to come. 

In this time of great decision, I have come 
to Cairo not to talk about the past, but to 

look to the future—to a future that Egyp-
tians can lead and can define. Ladies and 
Gentlemen: In our world today, a growing 
number of men and women are securing their 
liberty. And as these people gain the power 
to choose, they are creating democratic gov-
ernments in order to protect their natural 
rights. 

We should all look to a future when every 
government respects the will of its citizens— 
because the ideal of democracy is universal. 
For 60 years, my country, the United States, 
pursued stability at the expense of democ-
racy in this region here in the Middle East— 
and we achieved neither. Now, we are taking 
a different course. We are supporting the 
democratic aspirations of all people. 

As President Bush said in his Second Inau-
gural Address: ‘‘America will not impose our 
style of government on the unwilling. Our 
goal instead is to help others find their own 
voice, to attain their own freedom, and to 
make their own way.’’ 

We know these advances will not come eas-
ily, or all at once. We know that different so-
cieties will find forms of democracy that 
work for them. When we talk about democ-
racy, though, we are referring to govern-
ments that protect certain basic rights for 
all their citizens—among these, the right to 
speak freely. The right to associate. The 
right to worship as you wish. The freedom to 
educate your children—boys and girls. And 
freedom from the midnight knock of the se-
cret police. 

Securing these rights is the hope of every 
citizen, and the duty of every government. In 
my own country, the progress of democracy 
has been long and difficult. And given our 
history, the United States has no cause for 
false pride and we have every reason for hu-
mility. 

After all, America was founded by individ-
uals who knew that all human beings—and 
the governments they create—are inherently 
imperfect. And the United States was born 
half free and half slave. And it was only in 
my lifetime that my government guaranteed 
the right to vote for all of its people. 

Nevertheless, the principles enshrined in 
our Constitution enable citizens of convic-
tion to move America closer every day to the 
ideal of democracy. Here in the Middle East, 
that same long hopeful process of democratic 
change is now beginning to unfold. Millions 
of people are demanding freedom for them-
selves and democracy for their countries. 

To these courageous men and women, I say 
today: All free nations will stand with you as 
you secure the blessings of your own liberty. 
I have just come from Jordan, where I met 
with the King and Queen—two leaders who 
have embraced reform for many years. And 
Jordan’s education reforms are an example 
for the entire region. That government is 
moving toward political reforms that will 
decentralize power and give Jordanians a 
greater stake in their future. 

In Iraq, millions of citizens are refusing to 
surrender to terror the dream of freedom and 
democracy. When Baghdad was first de-
signed, over twelve-hundred years ago, it was 
conceived as the ‘‘Round City’’—a city in 
which no citizen would be closer to the cen-
ter of justice than any other. Today—after 
decades of murder, and tyranny, and injus-
tice—the citizens of Iraq are again reaching 
for the ideals of the Round City. 

Despite the attacks of violent and evil 
men, ordinary Iraqis are displaying great 
personal courage and remarkable resolve. 
And every step of the way—from regaining 
their sovereignty, to holding elections, to 
now writing a constitution—the people of 
Iraq are exceeding all expectations. 

The Palestinian people have also spoken. 
And their freely-elected government is work-
ing to seize the best opportunity in years to 

fulfill their historic dream of statehood. 
Courageous leaders, both among the Pal-
estinians and the Israelis, are dedicated to 
seeking that peace. And they are working to 
build a shared trust. 

The Palestinian Authority will soon take 
control of the Gaza—a first step toward real-
izing the vision of two democratic states liv-
ing side by side in peace and security. As 
Palestinians fight terror, and as the Israelis 
fulfill their obligations and responsibilities 
to help create a viable Palestinian state, the 
entire world—especially Egypt and the 
United States—will offer full support. 

In Lebanon, supporters of democracy are 
demanding independence from foreign mas-
ters. After the assassination of Rafiq Hariri, 
thousands of Lebanese citizens called for 
change. And when the murder of journalist 
Samir Qaseer reminded everyone of the 
reach and brutality of terror, the Lebanese 
people were still unafraid. 

They mourned their fellow patriot, but 
they united publicly with pens and pencils 
held aloft. It is not only the Lebanese people 
who desire freedom from Syria’s police state. 
The Syrian people themselves share that as-
piration. 

One hundred and seventy-nine Syrian aca-
demics and human rights activists are call-
ing upon their government to ‘‘let the Da-
mascus spring flower, and let its flowers 
bloom.’’ Syria’s leaders should embrace this 
call—and learn to trust their people. The 
case of Syria is especially serious, because as 
its neighbors embrace democracy and polit-
ical reform, Syria continues to harbor or di-
rectly support groups committed to vio-
lence—in Lebanon, and in Israel, and Iraq, 
and in the Palestinian territories. It is time 
for Syria to make a strategic choice to join 
the progress that is going on all around it. 

In Iran, people are losing patience with an 
oppressive regime that denies them their lib-
erty and their rights. The appearance of elec-
tions does not mask the organized cruelty of 
Iran’s theocratic state. The Iranian people, 
ladies and gentlemen, are capable of liberty. 
They desire liberty. And they deserve lib-
erty. The time has come for the unelected 
few to release their grip on the aspirations of 
the proud people of Iran. 

In Saudi Arabia, brave citizens are de-
manding accountable government. And some 
good first steps toward openness have been 
taken with recent municipal elections. Yet 
many people pay an unfair price for exer-
cising their basic rights. Three individuals in 
particular are currently imprisoned for 
peacefully petitioning their government. 
That should not be a crime in any country. 

Now, here in Cairo, President Mubarak’s 
decision to amend the country’s constitution 
and hold multiparty elections is encour-
aging. President Mubarak has unlocked the 
door for change. Now, the Egyptian Govern-
ment must put its faith in its own people. We 
are all concerned for the future of Egypt’s 
reforms when peaceful supporters of democ-
racy—men and women—are not free from vi-
olence. The day must come when the rule of 
law replaces emergency decrees—and when 
the independent judiciary replaces arbitrary 
justice. 

The Egyptian Government must fulfill the 
promise it has made to its people—and to the 
entire world—by giving its citizens the free-
dom to choose. Egypt’s elections, including 
the Parliamentary elections, must meet ob-
jective standards that define every free elec-
tion. 

Opposition groups must be free to assem-
ble, and to participate, and to speak to the 
media. Voting should occur without violence 
or intimidation. And international election 
monitors and observers must have unre-
stricted access to do their jobs. 

Those who would participate in elections, 
both supporters and opponents of the govern-
ment, also have responsibilities. They must 
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accept the rule of law, they must reject vio-
lence, they must respect the standards of 
free elections, and they must peacefully ac-
cept the results. 

Throughout the Middle East, the fear of 
free choices can no longer justify the denial 
of liberty. It is time to abandon the excuses 
that are made to avoid the hard work of de-
mocracy. There are those who say that de-
mocracy is being imposed. In fact, the oppo-
site is true: Democracy is never imposed. It 
is tyranny that must be imposed. 

People choose democracy freely. And suc-
cessful reform is always homegrown. Just 
look around the world today. For the first 
time in history, more people are citizens of 
democracies than of any other form of gov-
ernment. This is the result of choice, not of 
coercion. 

There are those who say that democracy 
leads to chaos, or conflict, or terror. In fact, 
the opposite is true: Freedom and democracy 
are the only ideas powerful enough to over-
come hatred, and division, and violence. For 
people of diverse races and religions, the in-
clusive nature of democracy can lift the fear 
of difference that some believe is a license to 
kill. But people of goodwill must choose to 
embrace the challenge of listening, and de-
bating, and cooperating with one another. 

For neighboring countries with turbulent 
histories, democracy can help to build trust 
and settle old disputes with dignity. But 
leaders of vision and character must commit 
themselves to the difficult work that nur-
tures the hope of peace. And for all citizens 
with grievances, democracy can be a path to 
lasting justice. But the democratic system 
cannot function if certain groups have one 
foot in the realm of politics and one foot in 
the camp of terror. 

There are those who say that democracy 
destroys social institution and erodes moral 
standards. In fact, the opposite is true: The 
success of democracy depends on public char-
acter and private virtue. For democracy to 
thrive, free citizens must work every day to 
strengthen their families, to care for their 
neighbors, and to support their communities. 

There are those who say that long-term 
economic and social progress can be achieved 
without free minds and free markets. In fact, 
human potential and creativity are only 
fully released when governments trust their 
people’s decisions and invest in their peo-
ple’s future. And the key investment is in 
those people’s education. Because edu-
cation—for men and for women—transforms 
their dreams into reality and enables them 
to overcome poverty. 

There are those who say that democracy is 
for men alone. In fact, the opposite is true: 
Half a democracy is not a democracy. As one 
Muslim woman leader has said, ‘‘Society is 
like a bird. It has two wings. And a bird can-
not fly if one wing is broken.’’ Across the 
Middle East, women are inspiring us all. 

In Kuwait, women protested to win their 
right to vote, carrying signs that declared: 
‘‘Women are Kuwaitis, too.’’ Last month, 
Kuwait’s legislature voiced its agreement. In 
Saudi Arabia, the promise of dignity is 
awakening in some young women. During 
the recent municipal elections, I saw the 
image of a father who went to vote with his 
daughter. 

Rather than cast his vote himself, he gave 
the ballot to his daughter, and she placed it 
in the ballot box. This small act of hope re-
veals one man’s dream for his daughter. And 
he is not alone. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: Across the Middle 
East today, millions of citizens are voicing 
their aspirations for liberty and for democ-
racy. These men and women are expanding 
boundaries in ways many thought impossible 
just one year ago. 

They are demonstrating that all great 
moral achievements begin with individuals 

who do not accept that the reality of today 
must also be the reality of tomorrow. 

There was a time, not long ago, after all, 
when liberty was threatened by slavery. 

The moral worth of my ancestors, it was 
thought, should be valued by the demand of 
the market, not by the dignity of their souls. 
This practice was sustained through vio-
lence. But the crime of human slavery could 
not withstand the power of human liberty. 
What seemed impossible in one century be-
came inevitable in the next. 

There was a time, even more recently, 
when liberty was threatened by colonialism. 
It was believed that certain peoples required 
foreign masters to rule their lands and run 
their lives. Like slavery, this ideology of in-
justice was enforced through oppression. 

But when brave people demanded their 
rights, the truth that freedom is the destiny 
of every nation rang true throughout the 
world. What seemed impossible in one decade 
became inevitable in the next. 

Today, liberty is threatened by undemo-
cratic governments. Some believe this is a 
permanent fact of history. But there are oth-
ers who know better. These impatient patri-
ots can be found in Baghdad and Beirut, in 
Riyadh and in Ramallah, in Amman and in 
Tehran and right here in Cairo. 

Together, they are defining a new standard 
of justice for our time—a standard that is 
clear, and powerful, and inspiring: Liberty is 
the universal longing of every soul, and de-
mocracy is the ideal path for every nation. 

The day is coming when the promise of a 
fully free and democratic world, once 
thought impossible, will also seem inevi-
table. The people of Egypt should be at the 
forefront of this great journey, just as you 
have led this region through the great jour-
neys of the past. 

A hopeful future is within the reach of 
every Egyptian citizen—and every man and 
woman in the Middle East. The choice is 
yours to make. But you are not alone. All 
free nations are your allies. So together, let 
us choose liberty and democracy—for our na-
tions, for our children, and for our shared fu-
ture. Thank you. 
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INTRODUCING THE COMPREHEN-
SIVE HEALTH CARE ACT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 27, 2005 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, America faces a 
crisis in health care. Health care costs con-
tinue to rise, leaving many Americans unable 
to afford health insurance, while those with 
health care coverage, and their physicians, 
struggle under the control of managed-care 
‘‘gatekeepers.’’ Obviously, fundamental health 
care reform should be one of Congress’ top 
priorities. 

Unfortunately, most health care ‘‘reform’’ 
proposals either make marginal changes or 
exacerbate the problem. This is because they 
fail to address the root of the problem with 
health care, which is that government policies 
encourage excessive reliance on third-party 
payers. The excessive reliance on third-party 
payers removes all incentive from individual 
patients to concern themselves with health 
care costs. Laws and policies promoting 
Health Maintenance Organizations (HMOs) re-
sulted from a desperate attempt to control spi-
raling costs. However, instead of promoting an 
efficient health care system, HMOs further 
took control over health care away from the in-
dividual patient and physician. 

Furthermore, the predominance of third- 
party payers means there is effectively no 
market for individual health insurance policies, 
thus those whose employers cannot offer 
them health benefits must either pay exorbi-
tant fees for health insurance or do without 
health insurance. Since most health care pro-
viders cater to those with health insurance, it 
is very difficult for the uninsured to find health 
care that meets their needs at an affordable 
price. The result is many of the uninsured turn 
to government-funded health care systems, or 
use their local emergency room as their pri-
mary care physician. The result of this is de-
clining health for the uninsured and increased 
burden on taxpayer-financed health care sys-
tem. 

Returning control over health care to the in-
dividual is the key to true health care reform. 
The Comprehensive Health Care Reform Act 
puts control of health care back into the hands 
of the individual through tax credits, tax de-
ductions, Health Care Savings Accounts 
(HSA), and Flexible Savings Accounts. By giv-
ing individuals tax incentives to purchase their 
own health care, the Comprehensive Health 
Care Act will help more Americans obtain 
quality health insurance and health care. Spe-
cifically, the Comprehensive Health Care Act: 

A. Provides all Americans with a tax credit 
for 100% of health care expenses. The tax 
credit is fully refundable against both income 
and payroll taxes. 

B. Allows individuals to roll over unused 
amounts in cafeteria plans and Flexible Sav-
ings Accounts (FSA). 

C. Makes every American eligible for an 
Health Savings Account (HSA), removes the 
requirement that individuals must obtain a 
high-deductible insurance policy to open an 
HSA; allows individuals to use their HSA to 
make premium payments for high-deductible 
policy; and allows senior citizens to use their 
HSA to purchase Medigap policies. 

D. Repeals the 7.5 percent threshold for the 
deduction of medical expenses, thus making 
all medical expenses tax deductible. 

By providing a wide range of options, this 
bill allows individual Americans to choose the 
method of financing health care that best suits 
their individual needs. Increasing frustration 
with the current health care system is leading 
more and more Americans to embrace this ap-
proach to health care reform. For example, a 
poll by the respected Zogby firm showed that 
over 80 percent of Americans support pro-
viding all Americans with access to a Health 
Savings Account. I hope all my colleagues will 
join this effort to put individuals back in control 
of health care by cosponsoring the Com-
prehensive Health Care Reform Act. 

f 

HONORING THE WOMEN VETERANS 
OF THE 10TH CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT AND THE ANNUAL 
WOMEN VETERANS BANQUET 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 27, 2005 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of the women veterans 
of the 10th Congressional District of Ohio—for 
their service, bravery, and dedication on be-
half of our country. Most significantly, we 
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