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Mike and Becky Kneeland of Van
Buren, Arkansas. They will be receiv-
ing Arkansas’ Parents of the Year
Award this Sunday, and I am honored
to be able to recognize them on the
House floor today.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
please join me in congratulating the
Kneelands and all the other wonderful
parents across the country. Their ef-
forts and sacrifices are molding the fu-
ture of this Nation, and parents like
the Kneelands are setting a wonderful
example for all of us.

——
PATRIOT ACT

(Mr. UDALL of New Mexico asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to speak out today on
the leadership’s abuse of power on the
PATRIOT Act. We bring the PATRIOT
Act to the floor today under a closed
process. Many amendments, good solid
bipartisan amendments, were denied. I
offered two amendments with broad
support. They were denied.

The first created a strengthened civil
liberties board called for by the 9/11
Commission. This board would protect
our constitutional freedoms. The sec-
ond, the Right to Read Act, would pro-
tect library patrons from arbitrary
searches. It would bring the judiciary
into the equation to protect our free-
doms.

I believe that we can bring terrorists
to justice and still protect our con-
stitutional freedoms, but we will not
do it under this process today. This
process of not allowing debate on an
amendment is deeply flawed. It runs
roughshod over our rights. The leader-
ship should be ashamed.

————
PATRIOT ACT

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, reauthor-
izing the PATRIOT Act today is lit-
erally a matter of life or death because
it is helping us to win the war on ter-
rorism. Since we passed the PATRIOT
Act in 2001 we have convicted 212 ter-
rorists and $136 million in terrorist as-
sets have been frozen. Passing the PA-
TRIOT Act is purely a matter of com-
mon sense.

Is it not common sense that we give
law enforcement the same tools to go
after terrorists as they now have to go
after Mafia dons and drug dealers?

Is it not common sense that we can
share data between the intelligence
community and law enforcement now?

Is it not common sense that we track
deadly terrorists even though they
cross jurisdictional lines or switch cell
phones?

The worst thing that the critics can
say about the PATRIOT Act is that
supposedly law abiding citizens will
have their bookstore and library habits
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monitored. That is a totally bogus alle-
gation. You must go before a Federal
judge, get a court order and prove that
it is a matter of international ter-
rorism. How many times has that hap-
pened since we passed the PATRIOT
Act? Exactly zero, according to our At-
torney General.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes”
on the PATRIOT Act.

———

ELECTION REFORM

(Mrs. JONES of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
just completed a panel discussion with
Harper’s Weekly about what happened
in Ohio in election reform, and I just
want to bring to the attention of the
American public once again the need
for this House to pass legislation that
will provide for electoral reform, no ex-
cuse absentee balloting, holiday voting
so that people can get to the ballot box
and vote, an assurance that the head of
a company who is involved in the proc-
ess of computer machines will not have
the ability to be the cochair of the
campaign of someone running for of-
fice, the assurance that the Secretary
of State cannot be Secretary of State
and then have the responsibility of
being a cochair of a campaign.

Elections are so important in our
country. We go across the world trying
to assure democracy and freedom
across the world. We need to make sure
that we assure that every vote counts
in the United States of America. I ask
my colleagues to join me in signing on
to the Count Every Vote legislation as
well as supporting the same legislation
in the U.S. Senate authored by Senator
HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON.

——
MEDICARE PART D

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of Medicare
Part D, the new prescription drug ben-
efit Congress passed as part of the
Medicare Modernization Act of 2003.

Mr. Speaker, if our seniors cannot af-
ford their medications their health is
going to suffer. That is why it is
hugely important to provide our sen-
iors with affordable drug coverage
under Medicare, and CMS has projected
savings of up to 75 percent off many
drug prices for Medicare Part D enroll-
ees.

Seniors can begin signing up for the
Part D program on November 15. We
hope to enroll 28 million seniors by
May of 2006, making it the largest sign-
up for a new program since the intro-
duction of Medicare and Medicaid.

That is why we are going to need the
help of our whole community local sen-
ior centers, commissions on aging,
friends, families, pastors, volunteers
and community leaders.
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Mr. Speaker, I encourage anyone who
wants to learn more about Medicare
Part D, the prescription drug option, to
call 1-800-MEDICARE or visit the Web
site, www.medicare.gov. Our seniors
deserve affordable prescription drugs
and Part D will be a great benefit to
their well-being.

——
O 1030

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3199, USA PATRIOT AND
TERRORISM PREVENTION REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2005

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 369 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 369

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3199) to extend
and modify authorities needed to combat
terrorism, and for other purposes. The first
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived. General debate shall be
confined to the bill and the amendments
made in order by this resolution and shall
not exceed two hours, with one hour and 30
minutes equally divided and controlled by
the chairman and ranking minority member
of the Committee on the Judiciary and 30
minutes equally divided and controlled by
the chairman and ranking minority member
of the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence. After general debate the bill shall
be considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. In lieu of the amendments rec-
ommended by the Committee on the Judici-
ary and the Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence now printed in the bill, it shall
be in order to consider as an original bill for
the purpose of amendment under the five-
minute rule the amendment in the nature of
a substitute printed in part A of the report of
the Committee on Rules accompanying this
resolution. That amendment in the nature of
a substitute shall be considered as read. All
points of order against that amendment in
the nature of a substitute are waived. Not-
withstanding clause 11 of rule XVIII, no
amendment to that amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute shall be in order except
those printed in part B of the report of the
Committee on Rules. Each amendment may
be offered only in the order printed in the re-
port, may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be considered as
read, shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent,
shall not be subject to amendment, and shall
not be subject to a demand for division of the
question in the House or in the Committee of
the Whole. All points of order against such
amendments are waived. At the conclusion
of consideration of the bill for amendment
the Committee shall rise and report the bill
to the House with such amendments as may
have been adopted. Any Member may de-
mand a separate vote in the House on any
amendment adopted in the Committee of the
Whole to the bill or to the amendment in the
nature of a substitute made in order as origi-
nal text. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.
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