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truth of this. In January, I traveled
with my colleague Senator LANDRIEU
to East Asia to survey the aftermath of
the December 26 tsunami.

We helicoptered over the Sri Lankan
coast and through the windows wit-
nessed a scene of unending devastation.

Over 155,000 people died. At least 1
million lost their homes. Whole vil-
lages were literally washed out to sea.

Through all of this, the lack of clean
water emerged as the most pressing
public health concern. In many areas,
the tsunami had poisoned wells with
salt water, and swept away water
treatment plants.

Shortages of potable water threat-
ened to trigger outbreaks of diseases
like cholera, typhoid, and dysentery.
The large pools of stagnant water I saw
along the coast were potential breeding
grounds for mosquitoes carrying ma-
laria and dengue fever.

In confronting these challenges,
America showed tremendous gen-
erosity and compassion. And part of
our efforts included innovative new
technologies to provide clean, safe
water. And those efforts continue.

This March, World Water Day
launched the International Decade for
Action. The United States and coun-
tries around the world are working to-
gether to reduce by one-half the num-
ber of people who lack access to safe
drinking water.

I applaud the President his leader-
ship. In August 2002, the administra-
tion launched the ‘“Water for the Poor
Initiative” to improve management of
fresh water resources in over 70 devel-
oping countries. An estimated $750 mil-
lion was invested in 2004 alone.

While no single piece of legislation
can eliminate water-related diseases in
the world, continued leadership is es-
sential.

In March, the minority leader and I
introduced the Safe Water: Currency of
Peace Act to make safe water and sani-
tation a major priority of our foreign
relief efforts.

The $200 million earmarked in the
Foreign Operations bill is an extension
of these efforts.

I commend the assistant majority
leader, Senator MCCONNELL, the chair-
man of the Foreign Operations Appro-
priations Subcommittee, for his leader-
ship. And I thank my colleagues for
their continued commitment to this
pressing issue.

It is hard to imagine that something
so basic, so necessary, is lacking in so
many places.

Providing clean water will save mil-
lions of lives. It is as simple as a glass
of HzO.

———

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF MEDICARE

Mr. FRIST. Tomorrow, America cele-
brates the 40th anniversary of the
Medicare law.

Forty years ago, standing in the
Harry S. Truman library in Independ-
ence, Missouri, President Johnson told
a grateful nation that ‘““Through this
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new law, every citizen will be able, in
his productive years when he is earn-
ing, to insure himself against the rav-
ages of old age.”

Passage of the Medicare law ensured
that never again would health care for
the elderly be a matter of charity, but
one of national conscience.

Medicare has served millions of sen-
iors, improving their health and
lengthening their lives. Today, 41 mil-
lion elderly and disabled Americans
have Medicare coverage. That number
is expected to hit 77 million in 2031
when the baby boom generation is fully
enrolled.

I am proud to have worked to pass
the Medicare Modernization Act in
2003. This legislation guarantees sen-
iors for the first time have access to af-
fordable prescription drugs.

It also expands health care choices,
improves preventive care, and begins to
take a number of additional steps to
improve quality and affordability of
care in the Medicare program.

In just a few short months, in Janu-
ary 2006, every senior will have access
to prescription drug coverage under
Medicare. This represents the most sig-
nificant improvement to the Medicare
program since its inception 40 years
ago. And 41 million American seniors
and individuals with disabilities finally
have the prescription drug coverage
they need and the Medicare choices
they deserve.

As a physician, I have written thou-
sands of prescriptions that I knew
would go unfilled because patients
could not afford them. Under the Medi-
care Modernization Act that will soon
change.

As a senator, I watched a decades-old
Medicare program operate without
flexibility, without comprehensive and
coordinated care, without preventive
care or disease management, and with
no catastrophic protection against
high out-of-pocket medical costs. I
watched as science raced ahead, and
Medicare stood still.

Now, under the Medicare Moderniza-
tion Act that, too, is beginning to
change. By expanding opportunities for
private sector innovation, Medicare
now combines the best of the public
and private sectors. It provides better
and more comprehensive coverage for
today’s seniors, and helps to lay the
foundation for a stronger and more
modern program for tomorrow’s sen-
iors.

The Medicare Modernization Act also
offered some benefits for younger
Americans. Most significantly, it is
making health insurance more afford-
able through portable and tax-free
health savings accounts. Health sav-
ings accounts are already giving
younger Americans more control over
their health care choices and hard-
earned dollars.

The Medicare Modernization Act was
a historic step forward for a program
that has served millions of America’s
seniors. And it continues to draw on
technological advances, like health in-
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formation technologies and e-pre-
scribing, to deliver more effective and
more affordable care.

Medicare is a compact between gen-
erations. It is one of the most valued
and compassionate legislative achieve-
ments of the 20th century. More
changes will be needed in the future.
But we have already begun to lay the
groundwork. Medicare is providing a
platform for making health care more
affordable, more available, and more
dependable for all Americans.

———

H.J. RES. 59, WOMEN SUFFRAGISTS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
to express my support for H.J. Res. 59,
a joint resolution that expresses the
sense of Congress with respect to the
women suffragists who fought for and
won the right of women to vote in the
United States. It is my privilegte to
join Congresswoman SHELLEY BERK-
LEY, my colleague and fellow Nevadan,
in the effort to honor and celebrate
their hard-won achievements.

Our Nation was founded on the prin-
ciple of ‘“‘consent of the governed.” Yet
for the greater part of America’s his-
tory, women were denied the funda-
mental right to participate in our de-
mocracy through the power of the vote.
Today, it would be unthinkable and un-
conscionable to hold elections where
not every vote properly cast is count-
ed. Eighty-five years ago—perhaps
within the lifespan of our mothers or
grandmothers—this was not the case.

Next month we will observe the 85th
anniversary of the 19th amendment,
which finally secured women’s right to
vote in the United States. The 19th
amendment does not just represent
voting rights. It also represents a pro-
found victory for women suffragists
long seeking to be affirmed as equal
partners in America’s civic, cultural,
and social affairs. But as victories with
enduring and far-reaching con-
sequences tend to, this one required
the suffragists to first overcome nu-
merous setbacks.

In 1866, Elizabeth Cady Stanton ran
for Congress to test women’s constitu-
tional right to hold public office—and
received only 24 of 12,000 votes cast. In
1872, Susan B. Anthony registered to
vote in Rochester, New York, and cast
a ballot—and subsequently was ar-
rested. Two years later, the Supreme
Court considered whether citizenship
itself conferred voting rights and ruled
that it does not for women. During the
several years leading up to 1920, many
suffragists, including Alice Paul, exer-
cised their right to engage in civil dis-
course through protest and were
thrown in jail for doing so.

These names may not sound familiar
to everyone. Nor are these events the
full extent of the challenges that the
women suffragists faced as they fought
for the ratification of the 19th amend-
ment. The joint resolution would let us
remember them and give them their
due tribute.

The women suffragists commended in
this resolution were instrumental not
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just in securing women’s right to vote.
By winning for women the power of the
ballot, they moved countless others to
strengthen women’s voice in charting
the course of the nation. By asserting
women’s equality in the mechanism
that sustains our democracy, they
helped future generations fight for
equality in all aspects of American life.
By opening the voting booths, they
spurred on the work to open our insti-
tutions of higher education, our ath-
letic fields, and our boardrooms. And
by having persisted in their convic-
tions, they inspire young women today,
like Hannah Low and Destiny Carroll
of Henderson, Nevada, to continue the
effort to ensure that their triumphs
will not be forgotten.

On behalf of Hannah and Destiny, as
well as my friend Congresswoman
BERKLEY, each person a credit to Ne-
vada, I am pleased to support the pas-
sage of this resolution.

———
COMMENDING JUDY ANSLEY

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I rise
today to commend an outstanding pub-
lic servant, Judy Ansley, who for many
years has worked as diligently and as
ably as anyone with whom I have had
the privilege of serving during my
years in the Senate.

When I was vice chairman of the Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee, I selected
Judy Ansley to serve as the first
woman minority staff director. Today,
Judy is the first woman staff director
of the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee which I chair.

How proud I am; how proud the Sen-
ate is that Judy has been selected to be
the Special Assistant to the President
and Senior Director for European Af-
fairs at the National Security Council.
The administration could not have
made a better choice for this important
post, and I am confident that Judy will
serve her country with dignity and
honor, as she has done throughout her
extensive career in public service.

My only regret is that Judy Ansley
will be leaving the Armed Services
Committee after next week to move to
the White House. Over the course of
the last 6 years, Judy has dedicated her
time, energy, and intelligence to the
work of the committee with great en-
thusiasm. As the deputy staff director
and staff director, Judy has provided
excellent leadership to the committee
during challenging times, and I am
deeply thankful for her profound con-
cern for the issues facing the men and
women of our armed services. I am sure
that my colleagues on the committee
would agree that she has been an indis-
pensable resource for our efforts. In
those instances where she had profes-
sional views in opposition to mine, she
has never hesitated to express them. I
trust that she will most respectfully do
the same for the President.

As the chairman of the Armed Serv-
ices Committee, I have had the oppor-
tunity to observe closely Judy’s inde-
fatigable efforts. Before she joined the
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committee, Judy served as my national
security adviser for 5 years, and her
keen judgment and incisiveness were
readily apparent throughout her work.
Truly, while I am pleased that the ad-
ministration will be gaining such a re-
markable asset, I will miss Judy’s
counsel and extraordinary nature. I
send my deepest gratitude to Judy as
she begins her transition to the Na-
tional Security Council, and I join with
her wonderful family, husband Steve
and daughters Rachel and Megan, in
celebrating this achievement.

Mr. President, I also take this oppor-
tunity to announce Judy’s successor as
staff director for the Armed Services
Committee. I have asked Mr. Charles S.
Abell, the Principal Deputy Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Personnel and
Readiness, to become the new staff di-
rector, and it gives me great pleasure
to note that he has accepted this re-
sponsibility.

A humble and devoted patriot, Char-
lie Abell has served his country with
valor in every endeavor. Before joining
the administration, Charlie was an ex-
ceptional member of the Armed Serv-
ices Committee professional staff. Dur-
ing his years with the committee staff,
Charlie was the lead staffer for the
Subcommittee on Personnel, including
issues of military readiness and quality
of life. A highly decorated soldier, he
retired from the Army as a lieutenant
colonel after 26 years of distinguished
service, and he brought a profound in-
sight to his duties with the committee.
I was privileged to work with this out-
standing individual during his previous
term with the committee, and I look
forward to collaborating with him in
the months ahead.

———

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

SPC ADAM JAMES HARTING

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise
today with a heavy heart and deep
sense of gratitude to honor the life of a
brave soldier from Portage. Adam
Harting, 21 years old, died on July 25 in
Samarra when an improvised explosive
device detonated near his Bradley
Fighting Vehicle. With so much of his
life left before him, Adam risked every-
thing to fight for the values Americans
hold close to our hearts, in a land half-
way around the world.

Only 19 years old when he arrived in
Kuwait to begin his service in Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom, Adam was fea-
tured in Time Magazine in 2003 as one
of the youngest soldiers stationed over-
seas. A graduate of Portage High
School, Adam had always dreamed of
joining the military and was active in
the ROTC program throughout his high
school years. Adam and his twin broth-
er, Alex, both promised their father
when they were young that they would
enter the military, and both lived up to
that promise, with Adam serving in the
Army and Alex in the Air Force. Their
father, Jim Harting, recounted his
pride in Adam’s service and character
to a local newspaper, saying, ‘‘He was a
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hero. He was my hero.” I stand here
today to express the same feelings of
pride and gratitude for this young Hoo-
sier’s sacrifices and those made by his
family on behalf of our country.

Adam was Kkilled while serving his
country in Operation Iraqi Freedom.
He was a member of the 3rd Battalion,
69th Armor Regiment, 1st Brigade
Combat Team, 42nd Infantry Division,
Fort Stewart, GA. This brave young
soldier leaves behind his father and
step-mother, Jim and Brenda Harting;
his mother, Katherine Brown; and his
seven siblings, Alex, 21, Mark, 20, Josh,
15, Jimmy, 14, Tiffany, 22, Tabitha, 20,
and Hanna, 8.

Today, I join Adam’s family and
friends in mourning his death. While
we struggle to bear our sorrow over
this loss, we can also take pride in the
example he set, bravely fighting to
make the world a safer place. It is his
courage and strength of character that
people will remember when they think
of Adam, a memory that will burn
brightly during these continuing days
of conflict and grief.

Adam was known for his dedication
to his family and his love of country.
Today and always, Adam will be re-
membered by family members, friends
and fellow Hoosiers as a true American
hero, and we honor the sacrifice he
made while dutifully serving his coun-
try.’

As I search for words to do justice in
honoring Adam’s sacrifice, I am re-
minded of President Lincoln’s remarks
as he addressed the families of the fall-
en soldiers in Gettysburg: ‘“We cannot
dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we
cannot hallow this ground. The brave
men, living and dead, who struggled
here, have consecrated it, far above our
poor power to add or detract. The
world will little note nor long remem-
ber what we say here, but it can never
forget what they did here.” This state-
ment is just as true today as it was
nearly 150 years ago, as I am certain
that the impact of Adam’s actions will
live on far longer than any record of
these words.

It is my sad duty to enter the name
of SPC Adam James Harting in the of-
ficial record of the United States Sen-
ate for his service to this country and
for his profound commitment to free-
dom, democracy and peace. When I
think about this just cause in which we
are engaged, and the unfortunate pain
that comes with the loss of our heroes,
I hope that families like Adam’s can
find comfort in the words of the proph-
et Isaiah who said, ‘‘He will swallow up
death in victory; and the Lord God will
wipe away tears from off all faces.

May God grant strength and peace to
those who mourn, and may God be with
all of you, as I know He is with Adam.

——
TRIBUTE TO SOLDIERS

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today 1

rise to pay tribute to 32 young Ameri-

cans who have been Kkilled in Iraq since
April 23. This brings to 434 the number
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