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world away from his family and they 
were never far from his mind. While in 
Iraq, he had a habit of sending gifts 
and money back home to provide for 
them and spoke to them often by phone 
or through instant messenger on his 
computer. To make him feel a little 
closer to home, he also brought a CD- 
ROM to Iraq, which he spent a good 
deal of his free time enjoying; it con-
tained over 500 issues of ‘‘The Amazing 
Spiderman’’ and was never far from his 
side. 

Tragically, Sergeant McGill was 
killed on July 19 when a roadside bomb 
exploded near his vehicle while he was 
patrolling through the streets of Bagh-
dad. Back in Arkansas, friends and 
family came to show their respects and 
bid farewell to their fallen soldier, as 
his flag-draped coffin was buried at 
Fayetteville National Cemetery. 
Kaylee, who had been the love of her 
father’s life, was presented with an 
American flag and her father’s dog 
tags, as well as the Bronze Star and 
Purple Heart he had earned through his 
courageous service to our Nation. 

Although her father may no longer 
be with us, I am hopeful that these 
items will forever remind her of the 
courageous and honorable way he lived 
his life. Words cannot adequately ex-
press the sorrow felt in the hearts of 
the family and loved ones of Arthur 
Ray McGill, but I pray they can find 
solace knowing that his spirit will for-
ever live on in the examples he set and 
the many lives he touched. 

f 

HURRICANE KATRINA 

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise 
to address Hurricane Katrina—-what 
we have been doing and what we should 
do next. Much has been said on this 
floor about good, and bad, responses to 
Hurricane Katrina. 

This morning I would like to reflect 
on the good responses. I would like to 
mention a few stories of self-sacrifice 
and generosity made by some people 
from my home State of New Mexico. A 
team from Sandia National Labora-
tory’s and Los Alamos National Lab-
oratory’s National Infrastructure Sim-
ulation Analysis Center is helping to 
determine the impact of Hurricane 
Katrina on electric power infrastruc-
ture and oil and gas infrastructure. 
The Office of Naval Research deployed 
an Expeditionary Unit for Water Puri-
fication from Alamogordo to create po-
table water from brackish water in 
Mississippi. Evacuees have been wel-
comed to our State. In one of the many 
shows of financial generosity by New 
Mexicans, the Sandia Pueblo has do-
nated $1 million to the American Red 
Cross. As another example, earlier this 
month two Dona Ana County Commis-
sioners plan to donate their salaries for 
the rest of this year, totaling almost 
$12,000, to Katrina victims. 

Many law enforcement officers, fire-
fighters, and other first responders 
from across the country are aiding in 
recovery efforts. One such group is 

from Bernalillo County, NM. The 
Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Office and 
Fire Department sent 43 individuals to 
New Orleans, including 3 civilians and 
my good friend Darren White, who is 
the Sheriff in Bernalillo County. The 
Bernalillo County team spent several 
days on airboats, searching for sur-
vivors. At one point, the Sheriff was 
thrown from the boat into the toxic 
floodwaters covering New Orleans. He 
was sent to a decontamination center, 
but the experience did not deter him 
from his mission. Instead, he stayed in 
New Orleans to continue helping with 
the team’s rescue efforts, which saved 
more than 200 people. Stories like this 
make me extremely proud of New 
Mexico’s brave law officers. 

The list does not end there. The New 
Mexico Disaster Medical Assistance 
Team provided medical care in Lou-
isiana. Task Force New Mexico, made 
up of 412 National Guardsmen, is help-
ing a Louisiana parish get back on its 
feet. New Mexico Task Force One, an 
elite search and rescue team, assisted 
in recovery efforts. This team may 
sound familiar because New Mexico 
Task Force One was sent to the Pen-
tagon following the September 11 at-
tacks to help with rescue and recovery 
efforts there. 

Finally, I would like to quote a Sep-
tember 12, 2005 USA Today news clip-
ping I found particularly striking. A 
‘‘disaster response director for the San 
Juan County Red Cross watched as two 
young boys from Farmington emptied 
their piggy banks . . . the boys were de-
termined to send their money, $32 
total, to victims of Hurricane 
Katrina.’’ The parents of these two 
Farmington, New Mexico boys should 
be very, very proud of their sons. I cer-
tainly am. 

This, of course, is not an exhaustive 
list of New Mexico’s contributions to 
Hurricane Katrina relief efforts, and I 
know that these stories are not unique 
to my home State. Many people across 
the country have responded with simi-
lar acts of courage and kindness. I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
say thank you to all of the people from 
New Mexico and from across the coun-
try who are helping with Katrina relief 
and recovery efforts. 

I would also like to mention a few of 
the many Federal actions taken in re-
sponse to Hurricane Katrina. Mr. Presi-
dent, 50,000 people have been rescued, 
and 53 million liters of water and 22 
million meals have been distributed. 
U.S. military personnel, Federal law 
enforcement officers, and other Federal 
employees have gone to the gulf coast 
to help people like Sheriff White with 
rescue, recovery, and security efforts. 
Federal agencies have provided mil-
lions of dollars in grants for emergency 
energy assistance, agricultural aid, 
Head Start programs, and job creation. 
The Federal Government has done 
much more, including appropriating 
more than $62 billion in emergency 
funding for the gulf coast region. 

It should be noted that these billions 
of dollars are being provided for imme-

diate needs; the monies do not include 
funds for any long term rehabilitation 
or reconstruction projects along the 
gulf coast. However, such sums will be 
needed soon, as we face the most dif-
ficult long-term situation that Amer-
ica has ever confronted on her own soil. 
Rehabilitating and reconstructing the 
Gulf Coast will take several years and 
several billions of dollars. I believe the 
proper way to organize and coordinate 
these efforts is by creating an office 
that will work with leadership in the 
affected area to coordinate Federal, 
State, and local actions and report on 
reconstruction efforts. 

I am not asserting that control 
should be taken away from the States 
and cities that were directly impacted 
by Katrina. Nor am I advocating that 
this person should play any role in re-
viewing the local, State and Federal 
responses to Katrina or in recom-
mending any policy changes that may 
need to be made because of those re-
sponses. 

However, I do believe we need some-
one who can oversee the numerous Fed-
eral projects and Federal funds that 
will be associated with the rebuilding 
efforts. 

Creating such an office is not with-
out precedence. I was here in 1972 when 
the Mid-Atlantic States were flooded 
by rainfall from Tropical Storm Agnes. 
These floods caused the costliest nat-
ural disaster in U.S. history at the 
time. President Nixon had the fore-
sight to appoint Frank Carlucci, his 
Deputy Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, to serve as his 
‘‘personal representative’’ to the dis-
aster area created by Agnes. Mr. Car-
lucci coordinated the multistate, 
multi-agency rebuilding efforts associ-
ated with Tropical Storm Agnes. 

I believe that a similar office is need-
ed now to oversee the long-term, multi- 
state rebuilding efforts associated with 
Katrina, and I have urged President 
Bush to create such an office by Execu-
tive Order. We are facing an important 
time in this country, and we must 
carefully choose how to proceed. I am 
convinced that the creation of a cen-
tral office to coordinate the gulf coast 
rehabilitation is the proper way to 
move forward. 

f 

BACK TO SCHOOL AND THE NO 
CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, stu-
dents, teachers, and school personnel 
across Wisconsin and around the coun-
try are settling in for a new school 
year. Regrettably, thousands of stu-
dents and teachers in the hurricane- 
ravaged gulf coast region have no 
schools to which they can return. Ac-
cording to the Louisiana Department 
of Education, schools in six parishes 
have been destroyed or are too dam-
aged to reopen, and more than 240,000 
students from that State alone have 
been displaced as a result. The Federal 
Department of Education estimates 
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